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Talking with the Goldi, the hunter about life, listening to his 
ingenuous stories about taiga wanderings, about tracking and 
hunting, Arseniev felt more and more that he did not want to part 
with this man, that both of them - he, an officer who grew up in a city 
family, and a vagabond native, who hardly knew the letter, are 
connected by something vital, intangible, but so strong that it does 
not allow them to disperse in different directions. 
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The family Areseniev we will come to know had its origins in 
serfdom. The two main branches bought its way out of bondage. 


Grandparents. 
Parents. 
Siblings. 


Aseniev the Tsarist officer. That he never felt any great passion for 
war and war making or a warrior's way of life was immaterial. Joining 
the military officer caste was a way to secure a very modest way of 
sustaining one's life in Nicholas II's Russia. And thus, in this 
relatively peaceful era, doing so carried positive benefits for VK, 
especially so for a man interested things scientific. So, at the very 
beginning, the world remained indifferent to Arseniev's decidedly 
unwarlike manner. 
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Arsenyev group. 
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Postage stamp. 


Arsenyev with his dog Alpa and crew fording river in eastern Siberia, 
1906. 
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Udege hunter. 


Anna Konstantinovna Arsenyeva and son Vladimir Volya, 
St.Petersburg 1901. 


Father Klavdiy Fyodorovich. 
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Junker Vladimir Arsenyev. 


Arseniev State Museum. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF VLADIMIR ARSENIEV 


IN VLADIVOSTOK 


The road of Vladimir Arseniev to Vladivostok turned out to be long 
and full of adventures. As soon as he reached Blagoveshchensk, he 
was stopped by the events associated with the boxing uprising in 
China. All the military who found themselves in Blagoveshchensk at 
that time were mobilized to participate in hostilities. The following 
entry appeared in the track record of Lieutenant Arseniev: "He was 
part of the Annunciation detachment of Lieutenant General Gribsky 
from July 8 to July 25, 1900 of the garrison of the bombarded city of 
Blagoveshchensk and on July 20, 1900, he participated in cases 
when the Chinese were driven out from the position near the city of 
Sakhalyan". 


Lieutenant Arseniev arrived in Vladivostok on August 5, 1900. Before 
his family arrived, he was given a small house in the Rotten Corner - 
that was the name of the place at the very end of the Golden Horn 
Bay, known for dampness and fog. By order of the regiment, the 
newcomer was appointed acting head of the training team. 
Lieutenant V.K. Arseniev spent a lot of time with young soldiers, 
trying to alleviate the hardships of a long separation from home. 


In the very first year of service in Vladivostok, V.K. Arseniev joined 
the Society of Hunting Enthusiasts and soon became an active 
member. Acquaintance with the local population, the desire to get to 
know the beloved region better, pushed the officer to research 
activities. He made up for the lack of knowledge in the natural and 
historical sciences in the Society for the Study of the Amur Territory, 
where he was brought by fellow soldier and enthusiastic local 
historian N.V. Kirilov. On May 16, 1903, as can be seen from protocol 
No. 19 of the Administrative Committee of the OIAK, he was 
admitted to the Society as a full member. And on June 13, the 
following entry appeared in the protocol book: "Lieutenant V.K. 
Arseniev's proposal was heard to replenish the museum with various 


kinds of materials, both from the zoological department (skins, 
skeletons, etc.), and from the botanical and, in general, natural- 
historical and ethnographic departments. In addition, V.K. Arseniev 
offers his assistance to the members of the OIAK if anyone wants to 
participate in hunting excursions, and he can even provide a riding 
horse. Decided: to accept the offer with gratitude and promise to 
contribute to the success of collecting from our side by delivering the 
necessary material, etc." 


OIAK was a storehouse of knowledge for the inquisitive Arseniev. 
From his voyages, skipper F.K. Gek brought for the Society excellent 
collections telling about the life of the aborigines of the Far East. F.A. 
Derbek, a ship's doctor who became the director of the OIAK 
museum on a voluntary basis, was fascinated by ethnography. 
Geologist E.E. Anert studied Manchuria, and his colleague P.l. 
Polevoy studied Sakhalin. 


In his free time, V.K. Arseniev also began to make short trips around 
the region, studying its flora and fauna. He spent his vacation on an 
expedition to Primorye and collected valuable archaeological 
materials. The findings of V.K. Arseniev were reported to the 
chairman of the Amur Department of the Imperial Russian 
Geographical Society S.N. Vankov. He reported them to the Amur 
Governor-General N.I. Grodekov, who issued an order: to consider 
the officer’s vacation spent on research as a Official trip. 


Arseniev's closest friend and colleague was Nikolai Alexandrovich 
Palchevsky, the former Vice-Chairman of the Society, a man with a 
difficult character, who had the goal of organizing the first marine 
biological station in the Pacific Ocean at the museum. The first 
meeting with him was remembered by the future traveler for the rest 
of his life. When the lieutenant came to the museum and turned to 
Palchevsky for help in studying the region, he, glancing from under 
bushy eyebrows, suggested first to wipe the dust from the museum 
exhibits. Surprised, Arseniev silently took off his overcoat and set 
about cleaning. Later they started talking, and Palchevsky admitted 


that he wanted to test the new visitor's enthusiasm. Being a real 
encyclopedist of the region, he took Arseniev under his wing. 


ON THE USSURI REGION FROM DERSU UZALA 


Arseniev made many discoveries while traveling in the wilds of 
Primorye in those summer-autumn days of 1906. It was then that the 
famous traveler was born and the first lines of a literary work 
appeared, which he would call "Dersu Uzala." An unexpected 
meeting with the future hero of the book took place on August 3. 
That day, at sunrise, everyone was already on their feet and after 
breakfast they went up the Tadushi River. Since it was necessary to 
follow the same road on the way back, Arseniev went without work, 
especially since all things, including tools, remained on Li Fujin. 
Travelers were in a hurry to get there as soon as possible. On the 
way, they met another Chinese fanza, where they had lunch: the 
hospitable hosts treated them to dumplings. At another fanza, built 
next to the ludeva trap, they settled down for the night. In the 
evening, when everyone was sitting around the fire, and Arseniev, as 
usual, was making entries in his diary, a male voice was heard. Here 
is how this memorable episode is described in Arseniev's book: 


"Hello," someone said from behind. | turned around. Near our 
fire stood an elderly man of short stature, squat, with a convex 
chest, somewhat bow-legged. His flat face was covered with a 
tan, and the wrinkles near the eyes, on the forehead and cheeks 
eloquently said that he was about 50 years old. He was native 
Goldi. He lowered the gun with the butt to the ground and began 
to smoke his pipe. He was dressed in some kind of hard canvas 
jacket, Manz trousers and chokers, he had a bipod in his hands 
- an indispensable accessory of a foreigner. His eyes, with a veil 
at the extreme corners, seemed sharp-sighted and breathed 
intelligence, sharpness and pride." 


When asked by travelers who he was, the stranger answered with a 
touch of pride that he was not a Chinese, but a Gold, lives in the 
taiga, where he earns his living. 


- What is your name? - he asked the Golda. 
- First name - Dersu, last name - Uzala, - he answered. 


- Dersu Uzala? - asked Arseniev. - And how can this be translated 
into Russian? What does this mean? 


The hunter thought for a moment, and then said with the same 
shade of pride: 


- My think that this does not mean anything, but just a name. 


"| saw a primitive hunter in front of me," Vladimir Klavdievich later 
recalled, "who lived all his life in the taiga. From his words, | learned 
that he earned his livelihood with a gun and exchanged his hunting 
items with the Chinese for tobacco, lead and gunpowder, and that he 
inherited the rifle from his father. Then he told me that he was now 
fifty-three years old, that he had never had a home, he always lived 
in the open air and only in winter he made himself a temporary yurt 
of bark or birch bark. 


Talking with the hunter, the Goldi about life, listening to his 
ingenuous stories about taiga wanderings, about hunting, Arseniev 
understood more and more that he did not want to part with this 
man, that both of them - he, an officer who grew up in a city family, 
and a vagabond gold, who hardly knew the letter, are connected by 
something vital, intangible, but so strong that it does not allow them 
to disperse in different directions. The next day, Arseniev made the 
shortest entry in his diary: "In the morning, gold Dersu Uzala, to the 
second question asked:" Do you agree to act as a guide? "He 
agreed. From that moment forward he became a member of the 
expedition." 


Let's add - and the hero of the famous book. By the way V.K. 
Arseniev's travel diary was kept in detail in the summer of 1906, it 
can be concluded that the traveler planned to publish it in full. But 
later he moved away from this idea and preferred an artistic version 
of the description of his life in the taiga with Dersu Uzala. 


UNDER THE FLAG OF ANNIVERSARY IN THE 
TAIGA 


In 1908 P.F. Unterberger for the third time equipped a detachment 
led by staff captain V.K. Arseniev on an expedition, larger and longer 
than the previous ones, to the northern part of the Ussuri Territory. 
T.A. Nikolaev’s group was the first to set off. At the beginning of June 
1908, he boarded a steamer in Vladivostok, departing for Imperial 
Harbor, in order to set up three intermediate camps with food caches 
before the arrival of the main detachment: at the mouth of the 
Samarga and Botcha rivers, as well as in Andreeva Bay. On June 
24, the rest of the expedition left Knabarovsk: V.K. Arseniev, 
geologist S.F. Gusev, I.A. Dzyul, two Cossacks and six riflemen. 


In mid-September 1908, V.K. Arseniev and his companions came to 
the Imperial Harbor. Here they were able to rest after a long and 
difficult journey. But they still had many trials ahead of them. On 
January 20, 1909, Arseniev's detachment made an ascent to the 
Sikhote-Alin, then along the valleys of mountain rivers went to the 
Amur and camped 120 miles from Khabarovsk. Here V.K. Arseniev 
left his detachment to rest and went to the city to report on the 
results of the first stage of the expedition. 


In his "Preliminary Brief Colonization Report on the Work of the 
Expedition," the researcher singled out the following sections: "Plan 
of colonization work. General overview of the areas. Communication 
routes. Climate. Floods. Beekeeping. Cattle breeding. Hunting and 
fishing." After spending some time at home and visiting friends, 
Arseniev returned to the taiga. On February 16, 1909, the 
detachment continued its journey to the sea. The travelers had to 
spend another year in the vicinity of the Imperial Harbor. In total, this 
expedition, the routes of which Arseniev described in his book "In the 
mountains of Sikhote-Alin," lasted 19 months. On January 21, 1910, 
the general meeting of the Amur department of the IRGS decided to 
name Arseniev's expeditions of 1908-1910. 


IN PETERSBURG 


In October 1910, Captain Arseniev took the soldiers who had retired 
to the reserve to Syzran. He took with him all the collections 
collected in recent expeditions. Having finished official business in 
Syzran, the traveler left for St. Petersburg, sending boxes with 
collections there. On January 5, 1911, he attended a meeting of the 
Ethnography Department ofthe Russian Geographical Society and 
met many researchers interested in the life of foreigners: V.V. 
Radlov, D.A. Klements, Yu. M. Shokalsky and V.K. Arseniev showed 
his collection, which arrived from Syzran, at the All-Russian 
Ethnographic Exhibition, which opened in the Russian Museum. On 
February 25, he made a report "The Chinese in the Ussuri Territory" 
in the department of ethnography of the IRGO. The next day, in the 
Officers' Assembly on Liteiny Prospekt, in front of members of the 
Military Archeology Discharge and the Russian Military Historical 
Society, the researcher made a report on the ancient history of the 
Ussuri Territory. On March 18, he made a new report "Orochi-udege" 
at the IRGS. 


From St. Petersburg, Arseniev was called by an urgent telegram by 
the new Governor-General of the Amur Territory, N.L. Gondatti, who 
replaced P.F. Unterberger at this post. Retiring, Unterberger gave the 
explorer a fabulous gift: he obtained permission from Nicholas II that 
staff captain Arseniev could travel regardless of the service. 


Returning from St. Petersburg, Arseniev stopped in Moscow to see 
his parents. By that time, his father held the position of head of the 
Moscow District Railway. With him to the Far East, Vladimir 
Klavdievich took his younger brother Alexander, who had recently 
graduated from the Land Survey Institute. 


On April 28, 1911, Arseniev was appointed as the manager of the 
work of the Ussuri Land Survey Party in the Resettlement 


Administration of Land Management and Agriculture. He had the 
opportunity to freely study the region. As an exception, staff captain 
Arseniev retained his officer rank and allowance in the civil service. 


Upon arrival in Khabarovsk, V.K. Arseniev met with the Governor- 
General of the Amur Territory Nikolai Lvovich Gondatti, about whom 
he heard a lot of good things in St. Petersburg and Moscow. The 
duties and responsibilities of the new Chief Commander of the 
Territory, as this position was sometimes called, was broad: an active 
resettlement policy with limited involvement of foreign labor; 
development of infrastructure, common with the countries of the 
Pacific basin, agronomy and animal husbandry, handicraft 
production and credit partnerships. The new governor-general 
wanted to see Arseniev among his like-minded people. January 9, 
1912 Arseniev was appointed officer for special assignments of the 
Amur General Governor. A week and a half later, he already began 
to fulfill the position of Staff Officer "for the execution of instructions 
on a work issue" at the Resettlement Administration. 


In February 1912, Arseniev went on an important inspection trip: for 
two weeks he checked the state of affairs at the Birsk coal mines 
and the living conditions of the workers. Returning to Khabarovsk, on 
March 8, he made a report on his inspection to the Amur department 
of the IRGO. A few days later, his message entitled "The Bira River, 
the mines of the Birsk coal partnership and the Amur railway under 
construction" was published on the pages of the Priamurskiye 
Vedomosti. 


On April 4, 1912, Arseniev was promoted to captain, and two days 
later he went to the taiga to drive out the Chinese bandits (hunghuz). 
He spent ten months on an official trip, during which time he 
examined the Nikolsk-Ussuri, Iman and Olginsky counties. Then 
there were other business trips. 


In January 1917, Lieutenant Colonel Arseniev was enlisted in the 
military department, and on March 28 he was assigned to the 13th 
Siberian Rifle Reserve Regiment. In early May, Vladimir Klavdievich 
had to go to the front. However, thanks to the efforts of friends who 


sent letters to various colleagues, as well as the petition of the 
Academy of Sciences, the Russian Geographical Society and its Far 
Eastern departments to the Provisional Government, on May 27, 
V.K. Arseniev was removed from the train in Achinsk and returned to 
Khabarovsk at the disposal of the headquarters of the Amur Military 
District. 


One of the main intercessors for the scientist in Petrograd was P.F. 
Unterberger. He decided to organize an expedition with the help of 
the Russian Geographical Society, of which he was a member of the 
board. At his request, Vladimir Klavdievich prepared a list of his 
works and developed a plan for a future expedition. "I fully 
appreciate," the retired Governor-General wrote to V.K. Arseniev on 
October 27, 1916, "your plan for surveying the area between the 
lower reaches of the Amur River and the coast ofthe Sea of Khotsk; 
this is truly Terra incognita. District chiefs are familiar only with some 
very limited areas. In the old days | was supposed to send a 
commission there to census foreigners and more accurately 
distribute paid yasak between them. The clarification of this question 
was in connection with the former proposal to change the tax system 
of foreigners altogether. 


But due to political events, the expedition was postponed. In April 
1917, at the first congress of deputies of city and district Soviets, it 
was decided to petition the government to establish the post of 
commissioner for foreign affairs. On June 29, at the general 
congress of representatives of all estates of the Far Eastern 
Territory, V.K. Arseniev was elected Commissioner for Native Affairs 
and plunged headlong into a new job. He asked friends in various 
parts of the Far East to send any information about the life of the 
indigenous population and often went on official trips himself. From 
August 3 to 12, for example, he was at the mouth of the Amur, and 
after returning from this trip, he wrote: "We have to come to the 
following conclusions: 


1) If now no measures are taken to provide the Gilyaks with yukola, 
then at least for six months they will have to be supplied with food at 


the expense of the treasury. 


2) The bulk of the fish does not go to the fishermen and does not 
remain with the Gilyaks, but passes through the hands of predatory 
traders. A significant part of it does not enter the Russian markets. A 
lot of fish is taken away somewhere (perhaps to Korea and Japan) 
on Korean scows. It is all the more necessary to pay attention to this 
circumstance, since the way of salting fish by Koreans is close to 
Japanese. 


3) All persons who do not belong to foreigners and live in their 
camps usually act as the most shameless exploiters of the foreign 
population and are an element that has a detrimental effect on the 
economic and moral state of foreigners." 


In September, Arseniev, with his volunteer assistant B.I. Ilyenkov, 
went on a new trip, this time to the Tunguska River. During the trip, 
he did not miss the opportunity to do ethnography: he collected 
handicrafts and wrote down legends. On September 27, 1917, 
Vladimir Klavdievich noted in his diary: "Before leaving, the Tungus 
always have many questions. They came to us for a long time with 
their requests and for advice. Only at 10:30 we managed to start 
packing. At 11 o'clock the boats set sail. kami, they answered again 
with shouts and firing. A few minutes later the boats disappeared 
around the bend." In one of his letters, the researcher wrote: "| would 
like to do a lot for foreigners, but the comrades do not want to 
recognize them as people and commit violence. They understood 
freedom as the freedom of the harshest and most brutal violence." 


TO THE MOUNTAIN COUNTRY OF JAN DE YANGE 


V.K. Arseniev had long dreamed of organizing an expedition to the 
Olgon and Gorin rivers and visiting the Jan-de-Yange ridge to get 
acquainted with the life of native peoples living there. But the trip did 
not go well for a long time: sometimes because of lack of money, 
sometimes the authorities did not let him go. But finally, the 
circumstances were favorable. Two students also asked for a future 
trip: N.P. Delle and G.D. Kurenkov, who study ethnography. Arseniev 
always carefully selected his companions, but there was no time to 
choose, and he agreed. Vladimir Klavdievich did not know that fate 
had prepared for him a new test: from now on he will receive an 
enemy who will hate him all his life. Least of all could Arseniev think 
that it would be Kurenkov, who gave the impression of a very 
intelligent young man. 


Students were the first to leave Khabarovsk on November 18, 1917, 
and two days later Arseniev also left. Everyone met at the Ying 
station, from where their route began. On December 20, 1917, 
Arseniev wrote in his diary: "The route to the Bygin-Byginen ridge. 
We got up in the dark, drove the deer by dawn. We set out just at 
sunrise. A hard path through the swamp. Frost is about 30 degrees. 
Thick steam comes down from the deer. Foggy drizzle sparkles in the 
sun. Climbing along the key to the ridge. Snow is knee-deep. It is 
very difficult to walk along the freshly trodden deer path.." Many years 
later, on February 22, 1929, V.K. Arseniev published his story "Bygin- 
Byginen" in the newspaper "Red Banner," in which he described his 
impressions of these mountains. When he had a free time, Vladimir 
Klavdievich was engaged in ethnography. He was very lucky in the 
Kukan camp, where he met a very talkative shaman Dtungus, who 
told a lot of interesting things about his region. 


December 30, 1917 travelers went to the river. Kur, where in the 
house of the hospitable Yakut Mikhail Surguchev they found a long- 
awaited vacation, to which everyone was incredibly happy, especially 
since the holiday was approaching. The next day, everyone began to 
prepare for the New Year. In the forest, they cut down a small but 
beautiful Christmas tree and dressed it up with simple toys. In the 
evening, everyone indulged in hot chocolate, eating it with various 
sweets, and at midnight they launched a rocket. That night there was 
a lot of talk about the future life. Vladimir Klavdievich wrote in his 
diary: "The first day of the New Year. Last year brought many 
misfortunes to the Motherland. The coming New Year will give 
something. This soldier’s era, with all its cruelties and violence, will 
soon end." None of those sitting at that festive table in the deep 
tundra had any idea what a long-suffering path Russia still had to go 
through and what trials awaited it. 


On January 10, 1918, the expedition approached the Jan de Yange 
ridge, and on January 14 Arseniev climbed it. "The climb up the 
mountain was so tiring," he later recalled, -which forced me to stop 
and rest several times. The pass itself was a deep saddle between 
two hills. By the time | reached it, the sun was already quite low on 
the horizon. Behind the boundless space stretched the tundra, which 
seemed from above a large white disk "without measure in length, 
without end in width." The vault of heaven, colored by the rays of the 
setting sun in purple, orange and golden-yellow colors, seemed to 
rest on its edges and seemed like a huge crystal bowl overturned 
above the ground. The day was fading... The snows that covered the 
slopes of Yan-de-Yange turned into pinkish and pale purple tones. In 
the dying of the day there is always something mysterious and sad, 
as if from the realization that the beautiful world of the earth must be 
given over to the power of the night, victoriously marching from the 
east. 


On January 15, due to a lack of food, Arseniev decided to change the 
route and instead of the Gorin River, head to Lake Bolon. A week 
later, travelers, with a little adventure, reached the end of the journey 
- the Gold camp of Bogdamongli, and on February 5, 1918, the 
expedition returned to Khabarovsk. When the sorrows of the journey 


were forgotten, Vladimir Klavdievich spoke with pleasure about his 
journey and shared his impressions. He thought of writing a book 
about those difficult days. This was announced publicly: The book 
"Expedition to the Mountainous Region of Jan de Yang in 1917" is 
being prepared for publication. But it never saw the light of day. The 
manuscript of the book disappeared forever. Only the story "In the 
Tundra" is known, published in 1928 on the pages of the Novy Mir 


magazine. 
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He learned only later about the October coup: the news about the 
revolution simply did not reach the taiga regions in a timely fashion. 
For Arseniev, this also meant that he automatically left the post of 
Commissioner for Foreign Affairs. It was necessary to decide how to 
live, and what to do next. 


The first thought was to leave everything and leave Russia forever. 
The American consul offered to do it without any problems (possibly 
John K. Caldwell American Consul at Vladivostok.) But Arseniev 
abandoned this idea. Much later he wrote: "| should have put an end 
to all my research work in the Far East and taken up a completely 
new career among a foreign people, who, at best, would have 
tolerated me in their midst only as a disenfranchised emigrant. My 
relatives, friends and acquaintances were in distress, and I, instead of 
somehow helping them, fled, leaving them to their fate. 


A REVOLUTION FOR EVERYONE - INCLUDING ME! I DID NOT 
THINK FOR LONG AND QUICKLY DECIDED TO SHARE THE FATE 
OF MY PEOPLE..." (emphasis added by A.Kh.) 


ON SIKHOTE-ALIN. DERSU DEPARTS. 


In Khabarovsk, they were looking forward to the return of V.K. 
Arseniev. A well-deserved reward for the explorer was the Supreme 
Decree of March 17, 1907 on awarding him the Order of St. 
Stanislav, 2nd degree. Meanwhile, no one removed the staff captain 
Arseniev from his official duties, and he, at the head of the hunghuz 
hunting squad of the 23rd East Siberian Rifle Regiment, went to 
reconnaissance work on the slopes of the Khekhtsir ridge. The trip 
was short, and Arseniev again returned to compiling a report on the 
expedition to Sikhote-Alin On April 7, 1907, he brilliantly read his 
report on the results of the expedition to the Ussuri taiga in the Amur 
branch of the Imperial Russian Geographical Society. 


Soon the plan for the next expedition to Primorye was approved. It 
was a continuation of the first and included the same tasks: first of 
all, military, and at the same time scientific ones. Arseniev began to 
carefully select his companions. His former assistant A.l. Merzlyakov 
agreed to go with him on a new journey, with whom his brother 
volunteered to go as a civilian assistant. N.A. Desulavi, teacher of 
the French language of the Khabarovsk Count Muravyov-Amur 
Cadet Corps, decided to become an expedition botanist, who had a 
calm character, which is important on a expedition. Another 
companion of Arseniev was a student of Kyiv University Petr 
Petrovich Bordakov, who recently arrived in Khabarovsk. "He was a 
very well-mannered, educated, even-tempered and tactful man, and 
extremely conscientious. Among all the participants of the 
expedition, P.P. Bordakov left the best memories of himself," - such a 
characteristic was given by Arseniev to the young man upon his 
return. In addition to these people, nine riflemen participated in the 
expedition. Unfortunately, N.A. Palchevsky at that time was in a 
quarrel with V.K. Arseniev and did not join him on a new journey. 


Of course, Arseniev wanted Dersu Uzala to participate in the 
expedition. He sent riflemen Vasily Zakharov to look for the guide in 
the taiga. Surprisingly, the riflemen quickly found Dersu in one fanza 
not far from the Anuchin tract. Arseniev met his friend already on the 
train, when the whole detachment was traveling from Khabarovsk to 
Vladivostok. The travelers were lucky: the destroyers Grozny and 
Silent were leaving Vladivostok for the expedition area. It was they 
who delivered the detachment to the Dzhigit Bay. Now, 1908, the 
expedition met in the "heart of the Zaussuri region." More than once, 
expedition members suffered hunger and deprivation, but the 
research was successfully carried out in full. At the end of January 
1908, the expedition returned to Khabarovsk. Together with 
Arseniev, Dersu Uzala also settled in his house. 


The "taiga man" could not endure city life for long period and, with 
the advent of spring, asked his "captain" to leave for the taiga. Two 
weeks after his departure, V.K. Arseniev received a telegram from 
his friend, the head of the Korfovsky railway station, I.A. Dzyulya: 
"The man you sent to the taiga was found murdered." Arseniev 
immediately realized that he was talking about Dersu Uzala. He 
rushed off. Unfortunately, the train arrived at the station late and had 
to spend the night at Dzyul's. 


Arseniev recalled the day of farewell: "In the morning | dozed off a 
little, and immediately | had a strange dream: we - Dersu and | - 
were at some kind of bivouac in the forest. Dersu was tying up his 
knapsack and was about to go somewhere, | tried to persuade him 
to stay with me. When everything was ready, he said that he was 
going to his wife, and after that he quickly went to the forest. | 
became afraid; | ran after him and got tangled in rosemary bushes. 
Five-fingered ginseng leaves appeared. They turned into hands, 
grabbed me and threw me to the ground. | screamed weakly and 
threw off the blanket from my head. A bright light hit my eyes. l.A. 
Dzyul was standing in front of me and shaking me by the shoulder. 


At nine o'clock in the morning we left the house. It was the end of 
March. The sun stood high in the sky and sent bright rays to the 


earth. One could still feel the freshness of night frosts in the air, 
especially in shady places, but already from the melted snow, from 
the water in the streams and from the cheerful, festive appearance of 
the trees, it was clear that the night cold could no longer intimidate 
anyone. A small path led us to the taiga. We walked along it for a 
long time and hardly spoke to each other. A kilometer and a half to 
the right of the path, | saw a fire and three figures around it. One of 
them | recognized a police officer. Two workers were digging a 
grave, and next to it on the ground lay someone's body, covered with 
matting. | recognized the deceased by the familiar shoes on my feet. 


- Dersu! Dersu! - involuntarily escaped from my chest. 


The workers looked at me in surprise. | did not want to give vent to 
my feelings in front of strangers; | stepped aside, sat on a stump, 
and surrendered to my sadness. 


The ground was frozen; the workers thawed it with fire and chose 
what they could grab with a shovel. About five minutes later the 
bailiff came up to me. He had such a joyful and cheerful look, as if he 
had come to a holiday. Whether because in his life he had to clean 
up abandoned corpses a lot, and he was used to treating this work 
with indifference, or because they were burying someone unknown, 
a "foreigner," only by his expression did | understand that he would 
not be particularly involved in the search for murderers and intends 
to limit himself to one protocol. He told me that Dersu was found 
dead near the fire. Judging by the situation, he must have been 
murdered while sleeping. The bandits looked for money and took 
away the rifle. 


Dersu Uzala Dersu Uzala 


An hour and a half later the grave was ready. The workers 
approached Derse and removed his matting. A sunbeam breaking 
through the thick needles fell to the ground and illuminated the face 
of the deceased. It has hardly changed. Open eyes looked up at the 
sky; the expression was as if Dersu had forgotten something and 


was now trying to remember. The workers carried it to the grave and 
began to cover it with earth. 


- Farewell, Dersu! | said quietly, in the forest you were born, in the 
forest you ended the calculations with life. 


TREASURE ON KORFOVSKAYA AND JOURNEY 
TO KAMCHATKA IN 1918 


When the weather became especially hot in Khabarovsk, Arseniev 
with his wife and son went to his dacha at the Korfovskaya station. 
Realizing that the most unforeseen could happen, Vladimir 
Klavdievich collected his awards, securities, manuscripts, notebooks, 
put them in a metal can, which he then sealed. The jar was buried in 
the ground next to the dacha. But... the dacha soon burned down 
and the "treasure" of the researcher of the Far East remained forever 
in Korfovskaya, somewhere near the grave of Dersu. Is it not there 
that many of the traveler's secrets are kept, in particular, the map 
with the famous ginseng plantation, which Dersu Uzala sold to 
Arseniev? 


A thirst for travel, or perhaps an attempt to avoid forced mobilization 
- the Kalmyks were hunting him- which forced Arseniev to get ready 
for a new journey. On May 17, 1918, the head of the Primorsky 
Migration District, B.N. Klepinin, wrote to the Commissioner for 
Resettlement of the Dalsovnarkom: "I invited the researcher of the 
Far East V.K. Arseniev as the head of the expedition to Kamchatka, 
with a salary of 6,000 rubles, approved on February 23/10/1918 by 
the Council of People's Commissars for specialists performing work 
independently. Invitation V.K. Arsen eva please approve." The 
Commissioner issued a resolution: "Arseniev's candidacy as a 
researcher is desirable and approved." 


Vladimir Klavdievich handed over museum affairs to I.A. Lopatin and 
spoke at the Amur department of the Russian Geographical Society 
with a report on the activities of the museum. Worried about his 
future, he met with the chairman of the Dalsovnarkom, to whom he 
told about the plight of the museum. The expedition to Kamchatka 
was sent to study the living conditions of the settlers and develop a 
program for the future settlement of the distant peninsula. Therefore, 


on June 26, 1918, by order of the Provisional Bureau for the 
Management of the Primorsky Resettlement District, V.K. Arseniev 
was also appointed head of the arrangement of settlers in 
Kamchatka. His assistants were former Cossack General 
A.Yu.Savitsky and V.A.Schreiber. 


About what mood Arseniev had during the voyage, his diary best of 
all tells. "More uncomfortable and dirty ship, - wrote Vladimir 
Klavdievich, - than this very "Sishan" | have never seen. By the right 
of the revolution, the crew of the steamer occupied the first class for 
themselves, leaving the second class for the passengers. More 
tickets were sold than seats. Therefore, some of the passengers 
were placed in the wardroom. The composition of the passengers is 
the most diverse. Many Caucasian speculators traveled on the ship 
to Anadyr and the Chukotka Peninsula. They exploit foreigners and, 
at the same time, supply them with everything they need. What the 
government was supposed to do is being done by predatory 
peasants. The audience is the most diverse: merchants, technicians, 
fishermen, gold diggers, workers, adventurers, all sorts of 
vagabonds and rogues, lovers of easy money at the expense of the 
Chukchi, Koryaks and Kamchadals offended by fate. 


Fortunately, the voyage ended uneventfully. On July 19, 1918, the 
Sishan steamship anchored in Avacha Bay. The city of 
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky resembled a large village. Wooden 
houses stretched out along the only street with a poor pavement, on 
which it was only possible to escape from the mud. Some houses of 
strong ship timber, built many years ago, turned black with 
dampness and age. Something sentimental wafted from these 
houses to V.K. Arseniev. 


With their property, Vladimir Klavdievich and his companions moved 
to the school. It took a lot of time to sort out all the things and 
prepare them for the road. Arseniev, over the years of wandering, 
firmly learned the rule: how well you get ready for a hike - so 
successful will be the path! On July 22, when he had some free time, 
Vladimir Klavdievich made a tour of Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky. He 


was interested not only to see the city, about which he had heard a 
lot, but also to see if evidence of history had been preserved in it. 
Arseniev was especially interested in monuments related to the 
defense of the city in 1854, when the commander of a small 
garrison, General V.S. Zavoyko, was able to brilliantly defend 
Petropavlovsk from the attack of the Anglo-French squadron. 


In Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, Arseniev, as the head of the settlers’ 
device, immediately took up his duties. On the very first day, he 
arranged a meeting with the regional Kamchatka committee and 
representatives of the Zavoykinsky volost committee, at which he 
spoke about the plans and tasks of the expedition. By this time, 
Arseniev's route had taken on a clear and definite form: he was 
going to explore the valley of the river. Kamchatka from the point of 
view of the possibility of resettlement, and along the way will collect 
ethnographic and geographical information. He intended to return 
home with the last steamship voyage in November or early 
December, in order to resume work in Kamchatka a year later, 
especially on its eastern coast, rich in furs and marine animals. 


In Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, Arseniev met P.T. Novograblenov, the 
first Kamchadal who received a higher education. They were brought 
together by love for the Far East and concern for its future. On 
August 2, 1918, Arseniev and his assistants set off for Ust- 
Kamchatsk on the cruiser of the Commander Bering Department of 
Fish and Animal Trades. In this village life flickered only thanks to the 
fish cannery of the Dembi brothers. They also gave shelter to 
Arseniev and his companions. Vladimir Klavdievich found among the 
inhabitants of the village an acquaintance D.G.A. Kramarenko, 
whom he met in St. Petersburg 8 years previous, when, after his trip 
to Kamchatka with a phonograph and cinema, he read a report and 
showed his cinematographic images in the Geographical Society. 


Even more than with Kramarenko Sr., Vladimir Klavdievich became 
close to his son, 15-year-old Zhora. The boy was distinguished by a 
penchant for research and observation of nature, as well as 
meticulousness and accuracy in collecting materials. Vladimir 


Klavdievich shared with him his experience in filling out a travel 
diary. 


The last part of the journey to the city was the most memorable. 
Travelers admired the picturesque road and the beauty of the 
Koryatsky and Avachinsky volcanoes. Already at dusk on September 
25 they arrived in Petropaviovsk. Fortunately, there were plenty of 
ships going to Vladivostok in the harbor. The "Admiral Zavoiko," 
"Mongugay," "Erivan" and the military transport "Yakut" stood on the 
roadstead. On it, the travelers set off on October 6, 1918 to 
Vladivostok, where they arrived exactly a week later. 


Vladimir Klavdievich did not return to Khabarovsk and immediately 
after the expedition divorced his wife. In the diary that Arseniev kept 
in Kamchatka, on September 5, 1918, the following lines appeared: 
"Yesterday’s heavy dream does not go out of my head. | saw some 
kind of waterfall 1-2 versts wide. A naked wife came from 
somewhere. She complained that her legs hurt. For some reason, 
we definitely had to go through this waterfall. My wife broke down 
once, and | supported her and began to persuade her in every 
possible way to gather strength and somehow endure. All day | was 
under the impression of this dream." 


PERSONAL LIFE 


The Far East Fisheries Administration was organized by the white 
authorities in Vladivostok, and on November 1, 1918, the authorities 
signed an order appointing V.K. Arseniev as a junior fisheries 
inspector. At the end of November of the same year, Arseniev was in 
for a terrible blow, which he could overcome only by calling on all his 
courage to help. His father, Klavdy Fedorovich, a hereditary citizen of 
St. Petersburg (honorary title - author's note), retired back in 1913 as 
head of traffic for the Moscow District Railway. During the civil war, 
he chose to live with his whole family in the countryside, where it 
was easier to make ends meet. On the Dubovshchina farm near the 
village of Baturino, two sisters of Vladimir Klavdievich Arseniev and 
his brother Klavdy Klavdievich and his wife Elena Leonardovna lived 
with their parents. 


The evening of November 24, 1918, the family spent as usual. "We 
had supper when twilight fell outside the window, and whiled away 
the time before bed for some insignificant conversations and 
activities." Everyone was startled when a loud sound was heard in 
the courtyard. 37-year-old Lidia Klavdievna, the most courageous, 
decided to see what it was. As soon as she opened the front door, a 
shot smelled of fire in her face. Just then, some people burst into the 
room. Threateningly brandishing the sawn-off shotguns, they seized 
the grandfather and 47-year-old Claudius Klavdievich, who had been 
disabled since childhood and could hardly stand on crutches. The 
bandits began to demand money, but there was nothing valuable at 
home, except for a large piano. While the men were being 
interrogated, the women were bandaging the face of Lidia 
Klavdievna, who was shaking like a fever. The bandits acted quickly. 
Realizing that there is nothing to profit from in this house, they 
hurried to deal with the witnesses. The first to be killed was Klavdy 
Fedorovich. Seeing her fallen husband, Rufina Fedorovna lost 
consciousness. One of the bandits immediately shot her in the head, 


the other took aim at Claudius Klavdievich, who was barely standing 
on crutches, pressed against the wall. 


While Elena Leonardovna was running around the house, calling for 
help, and the bandits were shooting at her, Lidia Klavdievna grabbed 
her children, eight-year-old Natasha and four-year-old Irina, and 
quickly pushed them under the bed. When the bandits managed to 
catch up with Elena Leonardovna, they returned for Lydia 
Klavdievna, who, kneeling by the bed, tried to persuade the bandits 
to spare the children. The answer to her pleas was a shot. Having 
dealt with the adult members of the family, the killers looked under 
the bed, but seeing only the distraught little Irina there, they spared 
her. Either they simply did not notice her sister behind the girl, or 
they were already fed up with the murders. The bandits began to 
rummage through things, when suddenly the alarm clock rang. An 
unexpected sound frightened the criminals, and they hurried to leave 
the house with their loot - several silver spoons, forks and knives. 
Already in the morning people from the village appeared on the farm. 
They were called by Domna, who cleaned the house and, during the 
villainous murder, managed to hide in the basement behind a barrel. 
The investigator - a White officer conducted the inquiry meticulously. 
All the men of the village were led before the eldest girl. She 
immediately recognized the two. The rest managed to escape. 
These two said that they decided to "expropriate the rich" from the 
farm. Knowing that on this day Klavdy Klavdievich, who served as a 
collector, should have brought money, the peasants decided to make 
a raid. It was a time when people rose from the peasant masses, for 
whom the motto "rob the loot!" became a symbol of life. 


The bandits were shot, and the mass grave of the Arsenievs 
appeared in the village cemetery. Of the entire large family, only Vera 
Klavdievna and her husband Vladimir Fedorovich Bogdanov 
survived, who lived in a small outbuilding away from the house. They 
heard the shots, but did not go out, thinking that the shooting was 
taking place in the village. After the tragedy, they left the village, 
never to appear again in the terrible place. 


Arseniev brothers Alexander Anatoly Vladimir 1928 


These were very difficult and sometimes tragic years for Vladimir 
Klavdievich. And love helped him to endure. Now it is difficult to say 
how Arseniev met his future wife Margarita Nikolaevna Solovieva. 
Most likely, their first meeting took place in the house of her father, 
Nikolai Matveyevich Solovyov, chief inspector for the construction of 
the Vladivostok fortress and chairman of the Society for the Study of 
the Amur Territory. In June 1919, V.K. Arseniev held a modest 
wedding. A year after the wedding, a daughter appeared in the 
Arseniev family - little Natashenka, in whom Vladimir Klavdievich did 
not cherish the soul. 


HOW TO BECOME A TRAVELER 


At the end of 1921, friends persuaded V.K. Arseniev to apply for a 
part-time position as a teacher of geography and ethnography at the 
Far Eastern University. He agreed and, together with the statement, 
presented the program of his future lectures on local history, as well 
as on the theory and practice of scientific expeditions in Eastern 
Siberia. On the recommendation of the Oriental Faculty, on February 
14, 1922, the University Council elected Arseniev as a teacher of 
geography and ethnography of East Asia. He learned about it from 
the rector's letter. "Considering it a pleasant duty for me," he wrote to 
Vladimir Klavdievich, "to bring such an election to your attention and 
being firmly convinced that in your person the State Far Eastern 
University is acquiring a very valuable employee in the business 
strengthening and further development of the University, | wish you 
success in your future activities among the teaching staff of the 
University." 


Arseniev was a born storyteller, and the audience at his lectures was 
always full. Many acquaintances considered his travel stories more 
interesting than books. M.K. Azadovsky later recalled: "Before 
embarking on the literary design of his memoirs about Dersu, 
Vladimir Klavdievich was very fond of telling them. | literally listened 
to almost the entire future book first in the wonderfully fascinating 
stories of Vladimir Klavdievich. | listened to individual stories in his 
office, at the tea table, in mine, in the excavation tent, and so on. etc. 
It seems to me that in telling they were more remarkable; in any 
case, | later did not find many characteristic and vivid details in the 
printed text. "Unfortunately, the manuscript of his book "The Theory 
and Practice of the Traveler" disappeared after his death. Many 
years later, it was partially restored. Here are brief excerpts that help 
to better understand Arseniev's personality. "An expedition equipped 
with civilians costs incomparably more, if only because you have to 
hire workers and pay them a fairly large salary. It is not necessary to 


reckon with the political convictions of a person just because politics 
should not be mixed with science. Whom to give preference to: 
married or single? The best example comes from Nansen's 
experience. 


| remember my mistakes. | had to discover America a second time, 
and as a result | had to do the same route again. The traveler must 
have an even, flexible character. He must bind his travelers to 
himself and by no means create an aggravated relationship with 
them. The personal example of the head of the expeditionary 
detachment makes subordinates be more energetic and work more 
capable. The less habits, the less deprivation - smokers suffer twice 
as much. An educated person endures hardships more easily than a 
simple worker. | had to travel a lot without a guard detachment with 
only one companion. It was an indispensable person - Polikarp 
Olentiev, encouraging me. Whining interferes with work. The fewer 
expedition members, the better. For a small detachment, it is easier 
to select suitable people and it is more convenient to manage them. 


In particular, it is not necessary to take new companions just before 
the campaign, when the detachment is formed. Usually, even on the 
day of departure, a number of people ask to take them with you, 
even at their own expense. Under no circumstances should you 
agree to such proposals. A new person immediately, from the very 
first days, from the moment of buying a ticket on a railway or in a 
shipping company, introduces a collapse factor, all calculations 
collapse and care for a new person will follow on his heels like a 
shadow, daily and constantly. You will have to think about a pack for 
him, about a porter, about a place in the boat, about excess food, in 
a word, constantly amend all your calculations. The material 
resources of the expedition consist of money and property received 
in kind. Before you buy anything, you need to find out what you can 
get in kind. Before the war and the revolution, | acquired almost all 
the equipment in kind from the military department. | must do justice 
to the military department and, in particular, to most of the officers of 
the General Staff - they assisted my aspirations in every possible 
way and tried to facilitate my collection. 


Thanks to them, | received in kind pack horses, horse equipment, a 
field forge, tools, maps. | was given a guard detachment of riflemen 
and Cossacks. Moreover, the right to choose people from all parts of 
the district, except for the engineering troops and fortress artillery, 
was granted. People received daily money and food, they were 
provided with summer, autumn and winter clothes and shoes. A 
camp pharmacy was also issued from the warehouses of the Military 
Medical Department. Moreover, all the materials | needed were 
issued at a government rate. So, | received overcoat cloth for a 
winter tent, military canned meat, crackers and so on. Further, letters 
were issued to me for free travel by rail, and the navy delivered me 
and my companions to the place of work and set up feeding bases 
on the seashore. 


Now the political situation has changed dramatically, it has become 
more difficult to equip the expedition. It is difficult to say what the 
head of the expedition manages to get in kind: it all depends on the 
connections, acquaintances, patronage and diplomatic abilities of the 
organizer. 


[...] Newspapers should not be ignored, but the information reported 
by reporters should be treated with a certain amount of distrust. In 
particular, one should not trust articles that are anonymous, 
unsigned, or signed under the nickname "one's own," "observer," 
"traveler," "philistine," etc. These persons receive 3 kopecks per line 
and often lie due to the habit of lying about everything in order to 
capitalize on the number of lines, and in order to give great interest 
to their message. 


If the expedition is supposed to be long, for example, two years, then 
you need to think about what technical specialties its participants will 
have, in addition to scientific specialties. One should not pursue a 
specialty, but pay attention to the moral qualities of a person. So, 
one of the assistants takes over plumbing, the other - carpentry, the 
third - saddlery, the fourth - forging horses and blacksmithing. Each 
of them is apprenticed to a carpenter, locksmith, blacksmith, saddler. 
You can pay for their training from the funds of the expedition. | 


personally took over the shoeing of horses, and another time - 
medicine. 


Shooting of the movie Forest Dali In 1928, under the direction of V.K. 
Arseniev, the filming of the film "Forest Dali" took place. 


"| studied horse shoeing at the Primorsk educational and medical 
blacksmith, and medical business in hospitals through doctors | 
knew. | completed the forging course in two months, and the 
feldsher-sanitary course with interruptions of four months. During my 
travels, | had a blacksmith who was used to ruining horses' hooves. 
My knowledge was very useful to me. More than once | had to suture 
people and beasts of burden. | remember once an Old Believer 
came running to me, whose son chopped his leg with an axe. | 
sewed up the wound, leaving a hole in case it festered. Another time 
| treated a boy for a venomous snakebite, cured a woman who had 
stagnant milk in her chest and large boils. | remember a case when a 
young Chinese man came to me with a broken head. Crushed small 
bones turned black and rotted. | shaved his head took out all the 
dead bones of the skull, cut off the purulent ring around the wound. 
There was a pulsing brain under the shell. After putting ona 
bandage, | put a box of thick birch bark on his head. When the 
wound healed, the Chinese left the detachment. There were many 
cases of initial surgical assistance in his detachment." 
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From the unpublished diaries of V.K. Arseniev From the unpublished 
diaries of V.K. Arseniev 


"Discipline in a detachment should be not in form, but in spirit. This 
happens by itself as soon as the detachment finds itself in the field. | 
personally have never had to impose disciplinary sanctions. On the 
contrary, it was necessary to stop people from being too zealous. 
Guides are as useful as they are harmful. They need to be watched 
and distrusted. Do not take proprietary guides and translators. These 
people start trading in your name. Such an interpreter begins to 
behave like a gentleman in the detachment, shouting at the workers, 
and then the natives begin to consider him the head of the 
expedition. An example is a soldier (of the expedition of 1906) 
Anofriev, who was considered the head of the expedition, and | was 


a clerk. They should not give money orders, the purchase of pack 
animals, food, etc. A foreigner who has tasted culture is an 
indispensable rogue, a burnout and a rogue. Such guides should 
always be avoided. No matter how much you pay a patented 
translator, he will still cheat and, if treated poorly, will completely sit 
on his neck. It is impossible to be sentimental with these men, 
otherwise the deceptions will grow progressively and the matter may 
end in disaster. Do not allow secret conversations with translators. 
This always produces an unfavorable impression on the ranks of the 
detachment and on the local population. It is best to wait until fate 
brings you into contact with one of the natives who speak Russian. | 
recommend taking guides from place to place." 


ADVENTURES IN GIZHIGA 


In November 1921, Arseniev was appointed - at his request - to the 
post of inspector of the Gizhiginsky district. The territory of this 
region, lying between the Iret River on the western coast of the 
Penzhinsky Bay and the Lesnovskaya River on the Kamchatka 
Peninsula, was of particular interest to the researcher in 
ethnographic and statistical-economic terms. In the summer of 1922, 
Arseniev made a tour of the area. 


On June 23, 1922, Vladimir Klavdievich, from the board of the 
steamer "Kishinev," gazed at Vladivostok, which had melted into the 
misty night. After a month of voyages, the steamer "Kishinev" 
anchored in the Taui Bay. There, Vladimir Klvdievich learned news 
that alarmed him: a gang of ataman Bochkarev was operating in the 
area. On July 31, 1922, Arseniev wrote in his diary: "At 8 o'clock in 
the morning | landed on the beach. An eerie feeling crept into my 
heart when | saw the departing steamer. | stood on the shore for a 
long time, and looked for a long time, looked until she became small, 
barely noticeable, and, finally, disappeared behind the cape. Then | 
went along the shore to the only residential house located on a long 
spit separating the lagoon from the bay. This lagoon is 15 miles long 
and ten miles wide. When the steamer left, | felt cut off from the 
world." 


Although research did not come to mind, Arseniev drew a map of the 
area, watching the horizon - if the Penzhina would appear. Watching 
the sea for several days became a favorite pastime of six people 
who, by the will of fate, had to live in a small hut on the spit, waiting 
for the Penzhina schooner. At noon on August 8, someone ran into 
the hut shouting: "Sail, sail!" Everyone ran to the beach. Indeed, the 
schooner under a white sail was already approaching the spit. Alas, 
it was not "Penzhina." On board the ship its name was clearly read: 
"Saint Michael." Soon a boat was lowered from it, on which three 


people moved ashore. They turned out to be members of one of the 
White detachments, of which there were many in the Far East at that 
time. Already on the shore they told Arseniev their names: Mochalov, 
Vergazov and Captain Petrov. They said that a coup had taken place 
in the detachment of Ataman Bochkarev. The leader was tied up and 
put in an anchor box. The Penzhina, detained by Ataman Bochkarev, 
has been released and should soon arrive in Yamskaya Bay. 


The following days passed in anxiety and empty talk: will Penzhina 
come, and if not, what to do next? For the first time, Vladimir 
Klavdievich did not want to do research. And the gloomy weather - 
there were no sunny days at all - created a depressing mood. Only 
once did he go for a day to the Tungus of the Uyagan family on the 
river. Molkagan wrote down their stories, but immediately after 
talking with them he returned to the shore. What if a schooner 
came? 


On August 19, a sailboat reappeared at the cape. At first, everyone 
thought that it belonged to the Japanese. How happy everyone was 
when they found out that it was Penzhina. For two days the 
schooner was loaded with goods and provisions. Everyone was ina 
hurry to go to sea faster and were nervous, believing that the loading 
was going too slowly. 


On August 23, 1922, the schooner came to the mouth of the Tumana 
River. Arseniev went ashore to inspect fishing. Complications 
between the owners of several sites almost led to a shootout. The 
whole day Arseniev checked the documents and sorted out all the 
misunderstandings between the catchers, as a result of which he 
was able to prevent a conflict. 


Soon the onset of a storm drove the schooner back to sea. By noon 
on August 25, the travelers approached Veligi, where Vladimir 
Klavdievich went ashore and bought exhibits from local residents for 
the museum of the Society for the Study of the Amur Territory. 


Early the next morning, the Penzhina schooner was at the mouth of 
the Tavatomi River. "After landing, | went to the hot spring," the 


traveler made such an entry in his travel diary,- | was filming, then | 
visited the Prayer Hill (Apapil), the place of sacrifice of the Koryaks. 
Now the Russians who settled on the Tavatomi River say that the 
Koryaks sacrificed deer, furs, and in general everything that they had 
of value, based on the dreams they had seen. 


Then the schooner had to go to Nayahan and Gizhiga to take the 
fish and two passengers. In Nayakhan, unexpected news awaited 
them: it turned out that Bochkarev again seized power in his 
detachment and threatened to crack down on everyone who was 
against him. Travelers are in danger again. Penzhina came to the 
Gizhiginskiy Bay on August 31, 1922 at 5 o'clock in the afternoon, 
finding "Saint Michael" there and some Japanese steam schooner, 
arrested by ataman Bochkarev. A boatswain was sent to her to find 
out what was going on. He returned alarmed and retired with Captain 
A.M. Mengel in his cabin. Arseniev later recalled that day: "At this 
time, as if to confirm the words of the Japanese, the armed guard 
guarding the schooner "St. Michael," noticing the arrival of the 
"Penzhina," intended to approach her on a motor boat, but his motor 
failed, then a strong wind rose and a thick fog fell from the sea. At 
dusk, the fresh wind became gusty and turned into a storm. Then 
Mengel ordered all the portholes to be closed, the lights to be 
extinguished, and, taking advantage of a fair wind, quietly went out 
to sea. 


V.K. Arseniev, 1920's 


Mengel decided to return to Yamsk and hand over the cargo on 
board the schooner for storage in the warehouse of I.F. Nightingale. 
The captain considered it possible to take 150 tons of salted fish 
instead of ballast, delivering it to Hakodate. On September 5 and 6, 
1922, the Penzhina sailed in the Yamskaya Bay. While unloading 
and loading were being carried out, minders moved the car and took 
water. 


All the way back the schooner was pursued by a severe storm, 
which began on the morning of September 9th. "For 5 days she 
carried us to the west," wrote Vladimir Klavdievich. "The little 
schooner barely withstood the blows of the waves. On the 13th, the 
wind reached a strong storm (10 points). The death of the ship 


seemed inevitable and suddenly at midnight the wind fell to calm. 
The Lord God saved the ship and 18 people on it from death." 


On September 23, 1922, the following entry appeared in the 
traveler's diary: "Earth! Earth! Earth! [such an exclamation woke 
everyone up in the morning] Sakhalin Island has never been so dear 
and joyful to me as it is today. Thank God, the journey ends. 
Rested." 


And the next day, rounding Cape Aniva, V. K. Arseniev emotionally 
wrote: "Thank God. We went to the La Perouse Strait. The Sea of 
Okhotsk was behind. Farewell, stormy inhospitable Sea of Okhotsk. | 
am not your enemy and you are not my friend. Farewell!" 


Having bypassed the western coast of Hokkaido, on September 29, 
the schooner "Penzhina" anchored in Hakodate. Here on the roads 
stood the steamer "Kishinev," leaving for Vladivostok in a few hours. 
Captain G. M. Grosberg gladly agreed to take Vladimir Klavdievich 
on board the ship. Saying goodbye to the friendly crew of the 
schooner "Penzhina," Vladimir Klavdievich hugged everyone, said a 
kind word to everyone. Danger and a long voyage turned everyone 
into one family. 


At the beginning of October 1922, V. K. Arseniev arrived in 
Vladivostok. There was a lot of talk then about all the adventures 
that fell to his lot. Recent experiences soon faded against the 
backdrop of the October events - the remnants of the White Guard 
were leaving. All meetings with acquaintances in Vladivostok began 
with the question: "Are you staying or leaving?" The Arsenievs 
remained. True, Margarita Nikolaevna persuaded her husband to 
give up everything and go abroad. He had submitted a request to his 
manager for the issuance of a foreign passport, but then abandoned 
this undertaking. How can you cross out a past life? 


Many of Arseniev's friends left Russia in that tragic month. He won't 
see any of them again. Longing, and perhaps a premonition of 
imminent death, did not leave his heart in those days. Whether he 
made the right choice, he could not say with certainty. 


TO COMMANDERS 


On January 26, 1923, the head of the Far Eastern Department of 
Fishing and Hunting, Fish and Fur Industry (Dalrybohota) T.M. 
Borisov signed the order: "Assigned to the department of marine 
animal trades and hunting, the management of the islands and 
marine animal trades of the Far East is assigned to the senior 
inspector of fisheries V.K. Arseniev ..." On February 9 of the same 
year, Vladimir Klavdievich was appointed head of the subdepartment 
protection and supervision of the fishery department of this 
department. A little later, he made another trip to Kamchatka. 


July 11, 1923 "Tomsk" took off for the Commander Islands. The 
entire passage took place in inclement weather: a cold fog piercing 
to the bones pursued, from which salvation could only be found in 
the cabin. 


The next day, the steamer arrived at Komandory, where it visited the 
islands of Bering and Medny and Preobrazhenskaya Bay. As soon 
as the Tomsk anchored in the bay on July 15 and the fuss began to 
unload the ship, Arseniev moved ashore with the first boat. He 
wanted to visit the grave of his friend A.I. Chersky, who died here 
and with whom the traveler had many years of friendship. 


On the evening of July 18, 1923, when it was already getting dark, 
the steamer Tomsk parted steam and weighed anchor, heading for 
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky. The whole transition she walked at low 
speed, giving foggy beeps. Only on July 21 did the ship enter 
Avacha. In Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, Captain K. A. Dublitsky 
expected to stay for two days, but the withdrawal was postponed 
from day to day for three weeks. They waited for the red fish to move 
on the western coast of Kamchatka in order to load it in Bolsheretsk 
and then shoot for Vladivostok. 


Arseniev took advantage of the long delay for his own purposes. On 
July 29, together with Novograblenov, they carried out small 
archaeological excavations on the northwestern shore of Lake 
Kultuchnoye. Novograblenov persuaded his friend to make an 
exciting trip to the crater of Avacha Sopka. P. T. Novograblenov, who 
had already climbed Avacha twice, volunteered to lead tourists to the 
crater of the volcano. He provided all the necessary equipment. On 
August 4, on three pack horses, the travelers set off to the foot of the 
majestic mountain. When it began to get dark, on the border of the 
alder slate, next to the Dry River, everyone stood at the bivouac, 
spreading a tent. Barely dawn, travelers began climbing the volcano. 
Halfway through, the captain could not stand it and decided to return. 
The experienced traveler Arseniev also blundered: on the way he ate 
a handful of firn snow and became completely weak. Everyone had 
to make a forced bivouac and drink tea. It took the group five hours 
to climb the famous volcano. We walked slowly, trying not to get too 
far apart. Once, someone was far ahead of his comrades and almost 
brought trouble on them: a large stone escaped from under his feet 
and rolled down. Fortunately, it hit something in front of the travelers 
and, like a cannonball, swept over their heads with a noise. 


The travelers spent one hour and 40 minutes in the crater of the 
Avachinsky volcano: they had to hurry on their way back - the 
weather had completely deteriorated. Vladimir Klavdievich really 
liked this ascent, and without waiting for his return home, he 
sketched a whole story "Climbing Avachinsky Volcano" right on the 
ship. 


On September 1, 1923, Arseniev returned to Vladivostok on the 
steamer Tomsk. He published several articles about this journey and 
decided to write a book about Kamchatka. But other matters and 
worries obscured the plans that had arisen. 


IN THE SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF THE AMUR 
REGION 


After the October Revolution, many organizations faced the question 
of how to survive under the Soviets. Members of the Society for the 
Study of the Amur Territory also faced such a problem. It was not so 
easy for this oldest scientific organization of the Far East to even 
register with the Soviet authorities, since it required subordination to 
some large Russian organization. The most suitable was the 
Russian Geographical Society, of course, already without the 
imperial symbols. Arseniev wrote about this to academician Yu. M. 
Shokalsky, president of the already former Imperial Russian 
Geographical Society, and soon received a reply dated February 23, 
1923. - "We also keep ourselves here. The society is whole and so 
far everything is as it was, except for the unheated premises." 


Vladimir Klavdievich continued to work in the museum of the Society 
for the Study of the Amur Territory, becoming the head of the 
ethnographic department of the museum. At the end of January 
1923, Arseniev began compiling a brief catalog of archeology and 
ethnography. Particularly difficult times came for the Society in the 
spring of 1923, when all its members were divided into true friends 
and enemies. 


"Taking into account that only the close cooperation of the Society 
with the university in research work can give positive results in the 
scientific and practical activities of both institutions in the near future, 
| suggest that the Society for the Study of the Amur Territory join the 
Far Eastern University as a Scientific Society attached to it, retaining 
its former name. The terms of connection of the Society with the 
University and their future joint activities shall be worked out by the 
Society and the Board of the University by way of mutual agreement. 
The original was signed by the Rector of the University Professor V. 
Ogorodnikov." 


From this letter, sent on May 3, 1923 by Professor V.I. Ogorodnikov, 
then the rector of the GDU, to the Society for the Study of the Amur 
Region, everything began. The next day, a general meeting of the 
OIAK took place, at which the rector's letter was considered. At first, 
no one suspected any secret intentions and far-reaching plans in the 
professor's proposal. On the contrary, many saw in him the sincere 
desire of the head of the largest educational institution in the Far 
East to help the Society expand its scientific activities after the 
forced stagnation in the difficult time of civil war and intervention for 
Primorye. 


The meeting decided: "The Society for the Study of the Amur 
Territory, while maintaining its autonomy and remaining a branch of 
the Russian Geographical Society in Petrograd, joins the Far 
Eastern University". 


Vladimir lvanovich Ogorodnikov was a talented researcher. But, as 
sometimes happens with scientists, a high rank turned his head, and 
Ogorodnikov wanted even more power and honor. The accession of 
the Society to the university, in his opinion, gave him both. Now 
Professor Ogorodnikov got the opportunity to say at every 
opportunity that the university has a scientific society with a 
museum. But furthermore taking as a basis the Regulations on 
learned societies affiliated with universities, in other words, to 
completely subjugate the OIAK. This time the meeting of the 
members of the Society was stormy. Some did not like Article 17 of 
the Charter, which said: 


"The election of the chairman, his deputy and members of the Board 
of the Society is subject to approval by the Board of the University." 
Veterans of the Society were especially outraged by Article 24: "All 
property belonging to a closed Society is placed at the disposal of 
the State Far East University." They, like no one else, knew how 
difficult it was for the OIAK to create, and later save their wealth. The 
Charter of the Russian Geographical Society was received. In 
anticipation of this the Society was playing for time and was in no 
hurry to agree with the opinion of Ogorodnikov, and he was in a 


hurry, trying to speed up the adoption of the Charter, convenient for 
him. In January and February, he bombarded Solovyov with letters: 
"... If within a week from the day you received this attitude, the 
Administrative Committee does not resolve the mentioned issue, the 
University will draw the appropriate conclusions for itself, and inform 
the Soviet public of Vladivostok about it." Even then, there was a 
method of "notifying the Soviet public," with the help of which the 
public opinion necessary for the authorities was created! The 
purpose of the proposal of the Rector ofthe GDU. 


On February 10, 1924, at its meeting, the Administrative Committee 
of the OIAK decided that the proposals of Professor Ogorodnikov 
could not be accepted. All meetings of the Administrative Committee 
were held with the direct and active participation of Arseniev. It was 
he who kept and signed all the minutes of the meetings and was one 
of those who from the very beginning was against Ogorodnikov's 
proposal. 


But the rector ofthe State Duma decided to achieve his goal not by 
washing, but by skating. On February 17, 1924, at the Extraordinary 
General Meeting of the OIAK, he reproached the Society for 
prolonged inactivity. "For several years, the Society has not been 
working," he said. "The museum is closed, admissions to it have 
ceased. There have been no expeditions for a long time, scientific 
work as such is not being conducted." 


"The reproach for the inactivity of the Society is not fair, objected 
Arseniev - It is impossible to demand scientific work and expeditions 
in the atmosphere of a civil war and a change of governments, some 
of which seized the very premises of the museum and occupied it for 
two and a half years. The tasks of the Committee, of course, were 
limited to concerns about the preservation of the museum, library 
and property from plunder." 


V.K. Arseniev 
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The red building on the left is the Primorsky State Museum named 
after V.K. Arseniev in Vladivostok. 


Realizing that he would not achieve anything by direct pressure, 
Ogorodnikov decided to use a detour. Having enlisted the support of 
familiars, he organized a written statement of ten members of the 
OIAK on the re-election of the Committee and the Audit Commission 
of the Society, and at the general meeting on March 23, 1924, he 
made a brief report "On the revival of the scientific activity of the 
Society," linking it with his own activities. He especially noted that 
"each member should contribute to the development of any scientific 
issue by its activities and be sure to submit a scientific report 
annually." 


Arseniev categorically objected to this requirement. "Not everyone is 
equally capable of research," he said at the meeting. Some are only 
interested in science, others are called upon to advance it. You 
should not put the last slingshots at the entrance to the Society." 
Vladimir Klavdievich was also supported by the well-known 
geologist-scientist A.N. Krishtafovich: "The Society should not 
narrow the scope of mandatory reports. In scientific societies, it is 
not uncommon for their members not to make presentations. Other 


activities are also needed - visits to meetings, museums, libraries. 
The ballast itself will fall off." 


Later, the geologist P. I. Polevoy wrote to the president of the 
Russian Geographical Society: "... When petty nitpicking did not help 
at all costs to discredit the old Presidium headed by the venerable 
Nikolai Matveyevich Solovyov, they resorted to slander. Without 
naming a surname, but it was clear to everyone that it was a well- 
known traveler in the Ussuri region Arseniev, he was accused of 
having given the Society's property in the form of valuable 
ethnographic collections to the invaders in 1917. Lipsky's old slander 
was brought up... Vladimir Klavdievich Arseniev was in Moscow, he 
was greatly missed, since he was the soul of a group of old 
members. He negotiated with the Communist Party and was hopeful 
that the Society would not be allowed to be swallowed up by the 
University and that three members from the party were being put on 
the list for this ... " 


The audit commission of the UIAK, after carefully reviewing all the 
financial documents and demanding explanations from the tenants, 
removed all charges of abuse from the chairman of the 
Administrative Committee, Solovyov. Arseniev, however, for a long 
time was haunted by the slander directed against him during the 
struggle of the Society for the Study of the Amur Territory for 
independence. 


What was Lipsky's slander about which was written in Polevoy's 
letter and which brought Arseniev a lot of pain in his last, most fruitful 
period of his life? A modern reader may think: what does some 
unknown Lipsky mean next to such a significant figure as Arseniev? 
But history knows a lot of examples when it was petty, small people 
that caused great troubles for great people, and the half-educated 
student-ethnographer Lipsky caused so much trouble to the traveler 
that it is worth telling about him in more detail. 


SLANDER 


Grigory Dmitrievich Kurenkov - under this name A.N. Lipsky was 
listed in the lists of members of the Olgon-Gorin expedition of V.K. 
Arseniev. In his travel diary, V.K. Arseniev did not leave any hints 
about his relationship with Lipsky-Kurenkov. The diary entries of 
"Kurenkov" were more lengthy and left no doubt that the young man 
treated Arseniev, whom he should have considered his teacher, 
clearly unfriendly. It must be admitted that A.N. Lipsky was talented, 
fanatical in his work, his observations were distinguished by 
scrupulousness and accuracy, but all the trends of the recent past of 
our country were reflected in his life. To this, of course, some 
personality traits were added. 


The student Kurenkov-Lipsky managed to gain confidence in V.K. 
Arseniev (he always knew how to do this if he wanted to). In the 
spring of 1918, returning home and passing through Khabarovsk, 
"Kurenkov" went to the museum and wrote an application for 
admission to the Amur Russian Geographical Society. "I 
recommend" - Arseniev wrote on the application, thanks to which the 
student G.D. Kurenkov became a member of the Geographical 
Society. 


Meanwhile, Lipsky was haunted by rivalry with V.K. Arseniev. Albert 
Nikolaevich envied the fame of the traveler, the popularity of his 
books, his authority as a researcher of the Far East, and he began a 
whole campaign to morally destroy the enemy. Shortly after the 
establishment of Soviet power, the secretary of the OGPU (secret 
police) publicly accused Arseniev of having sold part of the 
collections abroad during the years of intervention, being the director 
of the Khabarovsk Museum. Then, in an effort to completely discredit 
him, Lipsky wrote a large slanderous work, How Not to Write About 
Natives, in which he not so much criticizes the scientific activity of 
the traveler as settles scores with him. 


A.N. Lipsky, skillfully juggling the facts, hammered the first nails into 
the "building," which will soon receive the sign "V.K. Arseniev as an 
exponent of the idea of great-power chauvinism." That is how G. 
Efimov's article, which was published after the traveler's death, will 
be titled. In the meantime, Albert Nikolayevich finished his 
manuscript like this: "It is not, of course, the fault of the publishers of 
these collections that this or that author will not be up to the mark of 
the demands placed on him. From this side, the publishing house 
can still be justified. But the justification of the author, speaking with 
more than lightweight material, is hardly possible: we have the right 
to demand and demand an attentive attitude to the reported facts 
and a serious study of them." 


The Far Eastern Department of the All-Union Scientific Association 
of Orientalists in Khabarovsk sent Lipsky's manuscript to Arseniev 
with a proposal to reply, hoping to publish both materials in the form 
of a discussion. V.K. Arseniev and E.I. Titov prepared a response 
article, which they ended like this: "Having finished with the analysis 
of the questions raised by Lipsky's criticism of the subjects of our 
works, we present to the readers' judgment all the inconsistency, to 
put it mildly, both of the very essence of this criticism, and especially 
of its methods, not to mention Lipsky's pitiful attempts to translate 
some questions of a purely scientific nature into politics. Literary 
performances of this kind do not in the least contribute to the 
enrichment of our knowledge in the field of regional ethnography, 
they only irritate, sow enmity and take away the possibility of calm 
creative work. It is stupid to talk about what you don’t know, and to 
give out obviously false facts as the truth is unseemly." 


Arseniev had to wash off for a long time after the dirty gossip about 
the "sale of collections," which was recalled by the rector of the 
university V.I. Ogorodnikov in his struggle against the old members 
of the Society for the Study of the Amur Territory, who by that time 
had removed V.K. Arseniev from the university, where he was giving 
a course of lectures. In gratitude to a decent and honorable man, the 
Americans elected V.K. Arsenieva member of the Washington 
National Geographic Society, which the traveler was very proud of. 


On October 10, 1924, the newspaper Krasnoe Znamya finally 
removed the accusation from V.K. Arseniev, placing a short note on 
this matter. Thus, not only the slander of A.N. Lipsky, which was 
aimed at settling personal scores, but also the later attack of V.I. 
Ogorodnikov. 


AT THE RECEPTION OF THE CHEKISTS 


As a former tsarist officer, V.K. Arseniev was on a special register 
with the State Political Administration and was obliged to report once 
a month to the commandant's office of the OGPU in Vladivostok, 
where a corresponding note was made in his dossier. This 
registration was necessary to control the movement of former tsarist 
officers. Later, this system helped their physical destruction. At each 
departure from the city, Vladimir Klavdievich required special 
permission from the Chekists. In the event that there was no mark on 
permission to leave the city, then even a short scientific trip was 
considered an escape. Unfortunately, this dossier of visits to the 
OGPU has not been preserved. But evidence remains of how a 
former lieutenant colonel of the tsarist army, who knows the region 
perfectly, helped his friends escape from Bolshevik Russia. 


One of them was the thirty-five-year-old A.I. Mitropolsky (Nesmelov). 
The former lieutenant, who fled to Harbin with friends in the summer 
of 1924, left the following testimony about the last meeting with the 
traveler: "On the eve of the appearance at the OGPU, | went to the 
Vladivostok Museum," the poet recalled, "to say goodbye to 
Arseniev, and by the way, to ask him about the places we were 
supposed to go. The latter was entrusted to me by my friends. 
"Perhaps you can get a map from him, at least some small pieces," 
said Sasha Stepanov, who also knew Arseniev well. For all the 
same, we were not particularly gullible towards Antik (another 
participant in the escape - ed. note), as our future guide. The man 
who foolishly broke the destroyer could lead us to the devil knows 
where. The Vladivostok Museum, full of stuffed animals, maps, some 
geographical models and God knows what else. | find Vladimir 
Klavdievich near a huge effigy of the magnificent Ussuri tiger, and 
right off the bat | begin to present my case. - | and several of my 
friends, Vladimir Klavdievich, - | say, -decided to flee from 
Vladivostok. Forgive me for letting you in on this not entirely safe 


matter, but we chose an unusual path - through the Amur Bay on a 
yuli-yuli (Chinese boat - approx. A.Kh.), and then, to the border, on 
our own two feet. 


- And along the Chinese border to Sanchagou? 
- Yes. 
- And why not to Nikolsk first, and then to Poltavka? 


- We are all registered with the OGPU, and we can't go further than 
Coal. Ifthey catch Coal, detain, say, in a carriage, they will still be 
tried for escape. 


- Yes! 


- Vladimir Klavdievich takes me by the hand and leads me to a large 
map of Primorye hanging on the wall. The scale of the map is great, 
and here in front of me is the entire area through which we have to 
follow. All roads and even paths, and only two villages on our way, 
easily bypassed. 


- Great terrain to follow! - | say quietly; we are alone in the room. 
- Not really! - and Arseniev points me to a mountain range, which is 


a watershed for a group of rivers: some flow from it to China, others 
to us in Russia. 


M.N. Arsenieva and V.K. Arseniev. 


- This is a mountain plateau, see? I've been there. It is either 
swampy or covered with small shrubs, through which it is difficult to 
wade. In addition, there, along the ravines, snow lies at this time. 
Difficult place to travel! 


- Well, somehow, we must, Vladimir Klavdievich! 


- Certainly! What? Are there tigers there? No, | did not notice them in 
these places, perhaps lower, right here, closer to Zanadvorovka. But 
a leopard, a spotted panther can meet here. And, you know, - look 
into my eyes - she attacks a person more often than a tiger. Are 
there many of you? - Five people. 


One of the last photographs of V.K. Arseniev 


- Well, that's better. That's what you are ... you look at this card, and 
| will now bring you the appropriate piece of twenty-five. You see, in 
front of Zanadvorovka, this is the stream. Having reached the 
stream, you best follow it to its sources, and this path will lead you 
just to the pass over the ridge. On a piece of the map that | will give 
you, the stream is indicated. If you take my advice, you will not go 
astray, which is otherwise very easy. Do you have a compass? 


- But it's true, we don't have a compass! | gasped. 
- Nothing, and I'll give you a compass. Are you able to use it? 


- Two sailors are coming with us, Vladimir Klavdievich. They 
probably know how to use it. 


- We should! 


And ten minutes later | leave the museum with a compass and a 
precious piece of map in my pocket. This was the last meeting with 
Arseniev, whom | deeply and dearly fell in love with. We both felt that 
we could no longer see each other. A firm handshake ended the 
farewell. Arseniev's long look said a lot to my heart - he wished me 
good luck in my escape and success in my life in a foreign country: 
both of us had to be silent at the end of our meeting: a watchman 
with a whisk crept out of the next room and began sweeping dust 
from a stuffed magnificent tiger. The tiger bared its terrible mouth 
and looked at me with green glassy eyes. At that moment, of course, 
| did not even think about the possibility of meeting this bloodthirsty 
predator in the taiga places, through which my friends and I would 
have to pass. And the next morning | was at the commandant's office 
of the OGPU." 


Arseny Nesmelov, having checked in with his friends for the last time 
in the authorities, successfully fled to a foreign land. V.K. Arseniev 
could not run away with friends. Family, books and the memory of 
the past firmly held the traveler on Russian soil. In the registration 
book of persons registered with the Vladivostok OGPU for 1924, the 
following entry appeared before the name of Colonel V.K. Arseniev: 


"30.03.19 For 24 years, the commission decided to remove from 
special account as loyal to the Soviet government [...]" 


IN KHABAROVSK 


At that time, V.K. Arseniev held many positions: head of the 
department for hunting sea animals of the Dalryba department, 
director of the Khabarovsk Museum, head of the department of 
territory, nature and population, member of numerous commissions 
and committees. Often he had to make reports on the situation of 
local peoples, and he bitterly noted that all his proposals remained 
unheeded, and meetings turned into an empty talking shop. Only 
correspondence with old friends and teaching local history at the 
Khabarovsk Pedagogical College helped him to maintain good 
spirits. 


On November 20, 1924, V.K. Arseniev persuaded the head of the 
Far Eastern Department of Public Education M.P. Malyshev, the 
chairman of the Dalrevkom Ya. B. Gamarnik, his deputy M.I. The 
idea that the Priamursky department of the IRGS disappeared 
forever and would never be reborn did not give rest to the 
researcher. 


The idea was a success: a month later, an organizational meeting of 
the new Society was held. Although almost no one from the former 
Amur department remained in Khabarovsk - they all moved to Harbin 
- the Society resumed its activities. V. K. Arseniev was elected 
deputy chairman of the department and opened the revived Society 
with a speech about his latest travels. 


On January 25, 1925, unable to withstand the hard work, Arseniev 
applied for dismissal from the Dalryba department, but was fired on 
March 16. From May 22 to May 24, 1925, Vladimir Klavdievich 

organized a meeting of representatives of the revived geographical 
societies of the Far East: Chita, Viadivostok and Nikolsk-Ussuriysk. 


VK Arseniev reads a popular lecture. Khabarovsk, 1922. 


In his report "Zoning the Far East for the primary study of one or 
another Department Russian Geographical Society," he noted: "It 
would be a mistake to think that the activities of a scientific society 
can be limited to the boundaries of the city that serves as its 
residence. A geographical society must have a whole network of its 
employees throughout the territory of its jurisdiction, who do not pay 
a membership fee. These employees, amateur local historians, can 
deliver very valuable materials, which, being systematized by 
specialists, will greatly facilitate local history work. 


ANYUI EXPEDITION AND DENUS 


At the end of April 1926, the Far Eastern Directorate of the expedition 
of the People's Commissariat of Agriculture appointed V.K. Arseniev 
to the position of supervisor of work on the survey of settled lands in 
the basins of the Amur rivers - the Nemptu, Mukheni, Pikhtsa and 
Anyui rivers - and under his leadership organized the 1927 expedition 
Sovetskaya Gavan-Khabarovsk. 


He enthusiastically took up the preparations for this expedition, the 
members of which were the soil scientist A.A. Amosov, the forester 
B.D. Filatov, the botanist O.M. Neimerk and several guides. To the 
special joy of Arseniev, Suntsai Geonka also agreed to go with him 
on a new journey. This was one of Arseniev's most difficult 
expeditions, but not so much physically as morally. Here is just one 
fact that Arseniev considered it necessary to mention in his official 
report: "The scientists insisted that | let them go alone from Honko 
straight to Khabarovsk. Knowing that this route (30 - 40) days through 
the taiga, where you cannot meet a single human soul, is very 
serious, extremely difficult, to a certain extent unsafe and can only be 
carried out by people who have extensive experience in wandering 
through the taiga, which none of the first employees had. Being 
deeply convinced that this route would have ended catastrophically, | 
resolutely opposed the intention of my comrades. The presence of 
guides does not guarantee success. You must be able to lead them, 
without which they are easy to confuse. Knowing that this order of 
mine offended A.A. Amosov, P.D. Filatov and O.M. Neimark, | still 
could not do otherwise, since | was even now, legally and morally 
responsible for them both to the authorities and to their parents." 


The moral climate among the expedition members is best 
characterized by Arseniev's lines, which he wrote down at the end of 
the journey. "Scientists," - the traveler wrote in his diary, - "we quickly 
packed up our things and drove down the Anyyu River to the Amur." 


They gathered so quickly that they left a lot of their kit at the bivouac. 
Following after them, "| picked up books, tools, pieces of scientific 
equipment," and so on. When their boat disappeared around the 
bend, | felt an incredible relief. Like a heavy burden, like a heavy 
burden fell from my shoulders. | sighed with relief and full breasts. | 
felt like a free man, like a heavy fetter, some kind of nasty cobweb 
slipped from me. Finally | belong to myself, | can move and speak 
freely. In a big business, there are always small rough edges. They 
are easy to eliminate when the satellites help to correct the 
roughness, but when the satellites guard them, catch every word and 
make a misinterpretation, distort the meaning of what was said - it is 
incredibly hard to work. Now I can speak freely". 


At the very beginning of October, V.K. Arseniev returned to 
Khabarovsk and sat down to write reports, work on which sometimes 
continued until the morning. In addition, the traveler prepared the 
expedition's property for delivery, so there was practically no free 
time. Although during this period Arseniev met and talked with few 
people, he felt something was wrong with some of his acquaintances. 
When he saw Arseniev in the street, he crossed to the other side of 
the road, and someone was spreading absurd rumors about him in 
Khabarovsk. 


On October 26, 1926, a summons was unexpectedly brought from 
the OGPU. Arseniev was not particularly surprised by this challenge. 
He heard rumors that one or the other was being summoned to the 
street. Korsakovskaya to give explanations on this or that occasion. 
Vladimir Klavdievich also guessed what exactly he would have to 
explain to him. Even on the expedition, he noticed that the young 
companions did not share his convictions. In the evenings by the fire, 
when the conversation turned to life, yesterday's students admired 
the Soviet reality and got very excited when Arseniev tried to criticize 
some order established by the new government. Only the life 
experience of the researcher and a respectful attitude to the opinions 
of others extinguished these disagreements at the very beginning, 
although Arseniev, no, no, and even caught caustic remarks in his 
address, which his colleagues exchanged among themselves. 


Anticipating what the conversation could be about in the OGPU, on 
the back of this agenda, Arseniev briefly sketched: "A lot of energy is 
wasted. You can’t do without loans. People don’t have a broad 
outlook. Cleanliness on the streets in Germany and dirt in 
Khabarovsk." 


At the meeting, the investigator reported that V.K. Arseniev had 
received a statement that he was conducting hostile propaganda, and 
asked him to tell in detail who the traveler had recently met and what 
he had talked about. Arseniev stayed in the investigator's office for a 
long time. Here is what he wrote as a result in his explanatory note: | 
must say that upon arrival in Knabarovsk (October 1) and until 
yesterday, | was extremely busy with work on the reports of the 
expedition, which absorbed all my time from morning until late at 
night. Sometimes these works were urgent and very necessary ... 
Upon returning from a trip, all the property was brought to 
Resettlement point. For nine long days | aired this property, washed 
it, dried it, cleaned it of dirt, oiled it with tar, put it in boxes and made 
inventories ... Only thanks to energy, and hard work eighteen hours a 
day, | managed to finish all this in 26 days and therefore | had 
absolutely no time for absenteeism. Only four times at the very 
beginning did | leave home [...] My head all these days was occupied 
with very intense work, from which | was very tired and therefore | 
remember only the topics of conversations and now | can't restore the 
details at all, especially since | did not try to fix them in memory." 


The conversation with the investigator was frank. One can only be 
surprised at the honest and uncompromising position of the suspect, 
but the time for general suspicion has not yet come."To the 
Plenipotentiary Representation of the United State Political 
Administration in the Far East , - Arseniev wrote in the second 
explanatory note. -According to P.P. OGPU DVK for N18, where | was 
asked several questions, to which | have the following to report: On 
September 13, | arrived in the village sick. Torgon on the Amur, where 
| was placed in the emergency room in the same room with 
Alexander Petrovich Petrovsky, who introduced himself as a student 
at Moscow University with a degree in anthropogeography - a 
discipline closely related to my specialty - ethnography. | met A.P. 


Petrovsky for the first time and spent four days in the same room with 
him, of which he was absent for two days. He is an educated man 
and, indeed, an anthropogeographer, very well-read, but nervous, 
unsettled by the revolution and crippled in this respect. For me, A.P. 
Petrovsky is an outsider, a random passerby whom you meet, part 
with and forget each other. Talk, which we carried on in fits and starts, 
did not leave the plane of our common profession of "ethnology." 
Anthropogeography is in close contact with psychology, sociology, 
and mainly with the influence of the environment on the character of 
both individuals and entire nationalities. The topic is generally 
philosophical. | didn't keep a diary of our conversation. Most of the 
time | was busy with my work on the expedition and only from time to 
time talked with A.P. Petrovsky. My head was busy with other things, 
and | did not attach much importance to our conversation. Therefore, 
| do not remember all the details of this conversation, | remember 
only some points, which | will describe below. | remember once we 
said that all Russians are surprisingly careless people, anarchists by 
nature, anarchists in serious matters and anarchists in trifles. These 
are the people who are always weary of order, plan, do not know 
what time is, in a word, cannot bear any constraint, and in order to 
squeeze a Russian person into the framework of order, violence is 
needed. The collapse that we have seen since 1917 is not the fault of 
the government. This is a property of the Russian people, this is a 
constant phenomenon under any flag, under any government, 
whether it be monarchist or communist. Another time we talked about 
what is observed in all institutions, institutions, offices, civil servants, 
and even just private individuals, there is some kind of apathy, fatigue 
bordering on abstraction, loss of will, energy - a phenomenon caused 
by a long war and revolution. The background of this indifference is 
reminiscent of fatigue after the Thirty Year war in Europe. This 
phenomenon is general and does not depend on the color of the flag. 
| recall another conversation on the topic of the quarrelsomeness of 
the Slavic character. It is not very difficult to quarrel between Russian 
people. Without checking the gossip, they immediately begin to hate 
each other. Not only individuals become enemies for life, but even 
families, clans, entire regions and even nations. 


For example, Poles and Great Russians, Serbs and Bulgarians, etc. 
During floods, earthquakes, revolutions, enmity flares up like a fire 
not only among the common people, but also among the 
intelligentsia. To slander a neighbor, to push him away, to seize his 
place, to settle personal scores with him - all the phenomena of the 
Slavs, who live not so much by the mind as by feeling, impressions. 
All this could be observed in the Russian revolution. 


There was another conversation about Jewish nationality. From 
anthropology it is known that the Jews are not one type, but two: 
Libyan and Mesopotamian. The latter is more spiritual than the 
former. History testifies to this with undeniable clarity. The 
Mesopotamian type gave B. Spinoza, Jesus, Mendelssohn, 
Antokolsky, Renan, Sues, Einstein, etc. Under the tsarist government, 
Jews were admitted to schools only at a rate of 5%. And at the time 
when the Jewish father said to his son: "Bison well, otherwise you will 
not enter the 5%," the Russian mother said to her boy: "Well, don't 
cry, go for a walk - it's okay, the father will go, he will ask the director!" 


V.K.Arseniev 


Over time, a selection of persistent, energetic, efficient people, 
accustomed to making their way among the windbreak, turned out. 
The Jews have a highly developed sense of mutual support, attention 
to the interests of another Jew - a phenomenon worthy of respect and 
imitation. Personally, as an ethnographer, | treat all nationalities with 
the same attention and interest. | have had close friends among the 
Jews for a long time (Lev Yakovlevich Shternberg - senior 
ethnographer of the Academy of Sciences, Lev Semenovich Berg - 


famous zoologist, Yakov Samoylovich Edelshtein - prominent 
geologist and petrographer of the Geological Committee in 
Leningrad, Solomon Abramovich Thorn - electrician engineer, who is 
now in Berlin, etc. There is no need to list all the names. 


Finally, | remember another conversation about foreigners. It is 
always better to overestimate than underestimate an opponent. The 
British are great masters of building coalitions. So, they created them 
at one time to fight France (Napoleon), to fight Russia (Nicholas 1D), 
to fight Germany (1914-1917). From the newspapers Izvestiya 
VTSIK, Pravda, and Pacific Star, it is clear that even now the British 
are assembling a coalition against the USSR. The British always act 
methodically, systematically, slowly, thoroughly. This is a good people. 
But we have nothing good to expect from them. This intervention will 
be the final destruction of our state-partition, and all of us, Russians, 
will descend into the position of natives, to an even lower level than 
the Indians. All the conversations were in the same vein. Probably, 
someone overheard part of the conversation or one, two, three 
phrases from them, did not understand them, distorted them out of 
ignorance, or maybe deliberately, in a perverted form, into the 
O.G.P.U. As an example of such a distortion, | will give two examples. 
On the bank of the Gasinskaya duct, during a topographic survey, | 
approached the soil scientist A.A. Amosov and, seeing him shrouded 
in dust from head to toe, | told him: "Your hard work - so I could not 
be a soil scientist." In essence, a harmless phrase, but meanwhile 
Professor N. I. Prokhorov was told that | said: "| can't stand soil 
scientists and soil science!" Amosov and, seeing him shrouded in 
dust from head to toe, said to him: "Your hard work - so | could not be 
a soil scientist." In essence, a harmless phrase, but meanwhile 
Professor N. I. Prokhorov was told that | said: "| can't stand soil 
scientists and soil science!" Amosov and, seeing him shrouded in 
dust from head to toe, said to him: "Your hard work - so | could not be 
a soil scientist." In essence, a harmless phrase, but meanwhile 
Professor N. I. Prokhorov was told that | said: "| can't stand soil 
scientists and soil science!" 


Another example: during this year's expedition, | was entrusted with 
route shooting and the collection of information of a statistical and 


economic nature. Since shooting r. The Anyuya had been made 
earlier, when | learned that all the people had gone down from the 
upper reaches, | said: "In essence, there is nothing for me to do on 
the upper Anyui." My phrase was interpreted as follows: Arseniev is 
an ethnographer and, having learned that there are no natives on 
Anyui, he does not want to go there. Here is a vivid illustration of 
distortion. 


In conclusion, | can say: as soon as a conversation on an 
anthropogeographical topic is given an exclusively political coloring, | 
see that even such conversations should not be carried on, and 
therefore | declare in the most categorical form that henceforth | will 
not talk anywhere and with anyone at all on general philosophical 
topics in order to avoid such misunderstandings. | firmly decided to 
completely withdraw from any contact with the local intelligentsia and 
devote the rest of my days exclusively to the processing of materials, 
among which there are many valuable for mankind. | am 54 years 
old, the years go by and my strength weakens. Perhaps | only have a 
few more years to live. And therefore | want to condense all my 
energy in this direction. The detailed processing of scientific materials 
that | have collected over the course of 27 years has become the goal 
of my life - and | absolutely do not want to deviate from this path to 
the side." 


The statement on V.K. Arseniev remained without consequences. 
Who was the author - the reader will guess for himself. Vladimir 
Klavdievich fulfilled his promise. From that time on, the traveler did 
not talk to anyone on "general philosophical topics" of a political 
nature and in every possible way avoided the Soviet" local 
intelligentsia." Only former acquaintances remained, friendship with 
which was sealed by hundreds of kilometers of travel and dozens of 
years of acquaintance. K. Arseniev remained true to himself: as few 
revelations as possible and not a word of sadness, not a hint of 
despondency. On November 21, 1926, he wrote to his friend M. K. 
Azadovsky: "I notify you that | left Khabarovsk because | have 
nowhere to live. For 14 months | lived in a passage room behind a 
curtain, deprived of a table, my library, maps, diaries, manuscripts, 
etc. When | learned that they were going to remove me from the 


museum for administrative work, | was afraid of this wisdom and 
resigned. Museum on rails - | putthe case on rails and set it in motion 
and got funds, signed out workers, instructed. It's too early for me to 
go to the museum. While | still have the strength, | want to work in the 
field." 


And here is what he wrote to the authorities long before that: "If by 
September 1 [1925] | do not have a decent apartment of three or four 
rooms with an area of 12 square sazhens, | will have to leave 
Khabarovsk, and leave with a bitter feeling. Morally responsible for 
the fact that the Museum will remain in ruins, | relieve myself. 
Undoubtedly, they will ask me about the reason for leaving 
Khabarovsk, and | will honestly tell everything as it was. Undoubtedly, 
the Academy of Sciences in Leningrad and Glavnauka in Moscow will 
also be interested in this issue. | did everything that depended on me. 
For ten months | spent my energy on useless correspondence with 
the general department of the executive committee. I'm sorry for the 
wasted time. From this correspondence it is clear how the general 
department deliberately misled me and thus interfered with my work. 
Now I have enough energy left to go to the railway ticket office and 
buy a train ticket."Threats did not help, and another year passed 
when Vladimir Klavdievich packed his things and finally returned to 
Vladivostok. 
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Already at the very beginning of 1927, Arseniev received two letters 
from his Oroch friends from the village of Datta near Sovetskaya 
Gavan. "Your letter was received, they reported, -he was very happy. 
We have already given up hope of seeing you. And so our hope was 
justified, although we do not see you, but we hear ... We have always 
been grateful and now we have remained the same, and at your first 
call we will throw everything where you order. Only you are one 
person who did not deceive us and always helped and taught good 
things. We are in great need right now. As, for example, in products, 
clothes and weapons. Everyone was dressed up, many of us were 
left without weapons, and also without provisions. You are giving us a 
helping hand in your letter. We will gladly accept your help, but in the 
future we will try to serve this help if we meet with you. We wanted to 
send a person to you to tell you about our life, but we do not have the 
means to travel, and we are not familiar with travel, and therefore we 
are writing you a letter. In a word, our life is unenviable, we are very 
cramped, because they are undeveloped, and there is no person who 
could teach us, and therefore we always succumb to deception. We 


are outraged by this. We do not know whether they did the right thing 
with us or not, and therefore we turn to you for advice as a friend and 
patron of the Orcs. We wish you all the best. Orochi loyal to you". 


Of course, V.K. Arseniev helped his friends, where with money, and 
where with connections. Only he himself had no one to turn to for 
support, he remained alone with his doubts and anxieties. 


LAST JOURNEY 


Only in April 1927 did Vladimir Klavdievich receive money from the 
Directorate, while he had previously planned, in early spring, while 
the ice on the rivers was frozen, to throw food and supplies at the 
base stations. Sovtorgflot ("Soviet Commercial Fleet") also let down, 
mistakenly sending the expedition's cargo instead of Sovgavan to 
Sakhalin. Due to all sorts of inconsistencies, the carefully drawn up 
plan had to be redone. Professor V.M. Savich with students K.K. 
Vysotsky, G.I. Karev and P.S. Goncharov had to explore the right 
bank of the Amur to the Pikhtsa River; the Arseniev detachment had 
to go towards them from Sovetskaya Gavan. The traveler had 
already been to these places, but he had never experienced such 
depression as this time. 


Expedition 1927 


Here is what he wrote in his diary in those days: July 31, 1927 ... For 
a long time in the evening they sat by the fire and talked. For the first 
time, loneliness became clear to me in the sense that all my peers - 
the natives with whom | used to travel - had already left the stage of 
life. They are all on the other side of life. The youth is corrupted, 
corrupted. She heard about me, but these are not the same people. 
Between me and them there is some kind of barrier, mutual 
misunderstanding. Ethnographically, they can't give me anything. 
These people have ceased to be interesting to me, just as | am not 
interesting to them. We are strangers and strangers to each other. | 
felt a strong sense of loneliness. All in the past! Among the Orochs, 
there was a dying blind man I.M. Bizanka and Oroch Savushka, and 
among the Udege | can't even name names. All night | hardly slept 
and thought that the taiga had become a stranger to me. It's time to 
die! It's time to go there. 


August 1, 1927. In the morning | fell asleep and had a dream, which 
was, as it were, a continuation of my nightly thoughts. The voices of 
the workers woke me from a painful, dreary dream. | left the tent and 
again saw strangers: both Russians and natives. In vain | tried to 
catch at least one feature in their faces, at least a gesture, at least 
something in ethics that would remind me of the past. In vain! All 
around are strangers. | quickly drank tea, got into the boat and 
ordered to set sail. | ran away from these people. Where? Again to 
the same people. Loneliness became more pleasant for me than 
society. | realized that | can only find peace in solitude. Everything is 
in the past!" 


By the beginning of October, the members of the expedition reached 
Vladivostok. 


MEETING SEA WOLF AND TAIGA 


… lt was a dank spring day. It was drizzling light rain. In the Zolotoi 
Rog Bay, a huge transport "clung" to the pier astern. It was difficult to 
surprise the people of Viadivostok: armadillos, heavy cruisers, dry 
cargo ships of various types anchored in the bay. But this ship, with 
its size, amazed even seasoned sailors. It was the "Transbalt," which 
came by the southern route from Odessa. 
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Taking the opportunity, the residents of the city arranged excursions 
on the steamer. Vladimir Klavdievich also decided to visit here, he 
came to "Transbalt" together with his daughter Natasha and Moscow 
documentary filmmakers. The guests were met and escorted by the 
captain himself, a lean man with a stern face. 


The captain of the Transbalt, shaking hands with the traveler, 
introduced himself: - Arseniev. 


Arseniev with his daughter Natasha visiting his brother Anatoly, the 
captain of the ship Transbalt 1928. Anatoly Klavdievich was 
repressed in 1937. ed- note the imprinted palimsest. 


Vladimir Klavdievich, who, as he later recalled, always had the feeling 
that he had seen this man somewhere, after a little hesitation, he 
asked: - Are you Anatoly? 


The captain nodded in surprise. Then V. K. Arseniev, embracing the 
bewildered captain, exclaimed: - And | am Vladimir! 


This is how two brothers met, who had not seen each other for about 
30 years. As many later joked: "Met a sea wolf with a taiga." 


During the Russo-Japanese War, Anatoly Klavdievich was called up 
for service: first into the army, then he was transferred to the navy. 
For desperate courage, he received the Order of St. George. One 
day, fate brought him to the head of the Naval Ministry. Surprised by 
the vast knowledge of the young sailor, he suggested that he take an 


external examination for the first year of the cadet corps. But by that 
time Anatoly had a family and he refused the flattering offer. 


In 1911, A.K. Arseniev received a diploma as a sea captain and 
worked on the Black Sea, having lost all ties with his family. 


After this memorable meeting, Anatoly Klavdievich spent all his free 
time in the parking lot in Vladivostok in the family of his brother. 


FOLLOWING DERSU 


The breath of near death marks the lines that V.K. Arseniev wrote to 
F.F. Aristov a few months before his death: "My desire is to finish 
processing my scientific works and leave, go away, go completely - 
to Dersu!" 


It happens when a huge avalanche begins from a small pebble. So it 
happened with V.K. Arseniev. On July 19, 1930, he left Vladivostok 
for the lower reaches of the Amur to inspect expeditionary 
detachments. (State security agencies would later note: "| went to 
form a spy network.") On this trip, Vladimir Klavdievich caught a 
slight cold. On August 26 he returned home. His morbid condition did 
not hide from his loved ones, but he brushed aside the persuasion to 
go to the doctor and set to work on the trip report. But... you can't 
escape fate! The night from 3rd to 4th September was his last. He 
could not sleep, tossed about in delirium, asked to be seated in a 
chair. The doctor, called two hours before the death of Vladimir 
Klavdievich, found his condition not inspiring fear. 


The grave of V.K. Arseniev at the Marine Cemetery in Vladivostok. 


IN THE WINDS OF PRIMORYE 


On December 22, 1905, V.K. Arseniev was transferred to Khabarovsk 
to the headquarters of the Amur Military District. At this time, the 
military command analyzed the lessons of the Russian-Japanese 
war, and it was concluded that the defensive system of the Far 
Eastern borders of the Russian Empire needed to be strengthened. 
The staff captain V.K. Arseniev was supposed to take part in the 
expedition to the unexplored Sikhote-Alin ridge. The enrollment of 
V.K. Arseniev in the expedition was facilitated by engineer-colonel 
S.N. Vankov, who was entrusted with the organization of the 
expedition. The recently appointed Governor-General of the Amur 
Territory P.F. Unterberger wanted the expedition to collect topographic 
material necessary to strengthen the defense of the region in the 
event of a Japanese attack, and give recommendations for 
revitalizing the economic life of Primorye. 
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On May 15, 1906, part of the team with horses set off by rail from 
Khabarovsk to Shmakovka station. The next day, the rest of the 
expedition went there. Arseniev in those days did not leave a 
wonderful mood. Office chores were left behind, a free life was 
ahead. Late in the evening of May 20, he recorded in his field diary 
his impressions of the first day of the journey. "At 11 am, the 
expeditionary detachment set off on its long journey. Today the way to 
the village of Uspenki was planned. The path lay through the terrain 
almost bare, flat and swampy. After yesterday's rains, the road was 
hard and very muddy. The wheels were deeply bogged down in the 
clay and made it difficult to move. In addition, one of the horses did 
not walk well on a harness in a gig, rushed to the side, knocked down 
the root, and only when it was fastened to the other side did it calm 
down a bit and manage a little." On June 16, the expedition began 
climbing the Sikhote-Alin ridge. lines of small rivers to the sea in the 


post of St. Olga. From here Arseniev began to make small trips. On 
July 15, he noted: "The issue of colonization in this area was resolved 
long ago in a definitively defined sense. This area can only be 
suitable for cutting down forests for firewood, and oak trees for 
ornamental material. From a military point of view, these ridges and 
these ravines, overgrown with bushes and covered with sparse 
forests, make it possible for infantry with light machine guns to 
covertly move through the folds of the terrain. 


Staff Captain Arseniev filled out the pages of his diary with various 
information of military importance: the passability of roads, the 
steepness of slopes, marshy places through which trails pass. 
Understanding the importance of toponymic information, he wrote the 
names of rivers on topographic maps both in Russian and in Chinese; 
measured the width of river valleys, the speed of the current, 
determined the type of bottom. The section of the diary "Information 
about Japanese spies" was also important, here the captain entered 
the following information: "Did the Japanese enter these areas, what 
did they do here, what did they ask about, what were they interested 
in, did they photograph, where did they come from, where did they 
go. Ways to perform their tasks." 


During the expedition, Arseniev made a discovery for himself: "The 
Orochi call themselves the UDE. The name Oroch or Orochen is 
known to them only from the Russians." The researcher decided to 
study the life of this people, unknown to science at that time. Whole 
pages of his diary are filled with descriptions of the customs and 
customs of the natives. Arseniev also noted the apathy of the 
population. Like all Russian people in general, they are rather 
indifferent and indifferent to the past war and to the unrest. One or 
two restless personalities do not find support in their heated disputes, 
they naturally, willy-nilly, fade into the background and are not heard. 
This is facilitated by the isolated, remote position of Olga herself, and, 
in addition, isolation from such a political center of the Far East as 
Vladivostok, by the complete absence of any kind of steamship 
flights. "Wandering through the richest Ussuri taiga, Arseniev 
watched with alarm as her treasures were being destroyed. In his 
opinion, the most terrible invention was the so-called ludevka traps, 


pens for animals at taiga hunting. The gambling hunter himself, V.K. 
Arseniev exclaimed: 


"One involuntarily marvels at the number of animals that are 
destroyed without time, without the need and deadlines by these 
traps... My God! How would the fauna and flora flourish if there were 
no man. And he still dares to call himself the king of nature. No, he is 
the scourge of the earth! This is the most terrible predator, merciless, 
ferocious, terrible. The more often | have to beat different animals, 
the more and more | am convinced that sooner or later | will give up 
this type of hunting. 


Arseniev noted that "The Sikhote Alin ridge is of great importance in 
ethnographic, zoological, meteorological terms, and in terms of flora. 
From time immemorial, the Golds lived there, here the Orochs. In the 
east there are deer and pheasant, in the west they are completely 
absent. In the west, grain and other cultivated plants ripen 2-3 weeks 
earlier than near the sea. In the west there is more snow, here in the 
east there is almost none. There it is loose, soft, here it quickly 
freezes and becomes a strong piece and pricks when it falls and 
when it hits. Nuts in the east, none in the west. In the west, midges 
and mosquitoes are in abundance, in the east they are much less. 
Fog from the sea in the east. In the West it is absent or extremely 
scarce. In the west, the forest is predominantly coniferous, drill, red. 
More deciduous in the east, with clearings and open spaces more 
common. In the east, all the rocks have turned into placers under the 
influence of the dampness of the sea and winds: in the west, this is 
not there or very little. There are many flowers in the east - irises, 
orchids and lilies, bluebells and others. In the west they are stunted 
and much less numerous. In general, in the east the vegetation is 
richer, wider and more magnificent. Mosses predominate in the west. 
There are fewer swamps in the east. In the west they are almost 
continuous. In the east, the winter is weak, the summer is cool." 


V.K. Arseniev and the Khudyakov brothers. 


During this journey, Arseniev fell in love with the Sikhote Alin 
mountains. In his diary, he noted that the local Chinese altered the 
Manchu word "Sikhote Alin" in their own way "Sikhote Lin," i.e. "The 
pass of the western large rivers" and they were absolutely right: 
indeed, large rivers flowed to the west of the watershed: Vaku, Iman, 
Bikin, Khor, etc. The local peasants called the Sikhote Alin "The 
Passing Scar". 


Awards 


Orders of the Russian Empire 


Order of Saint Anne 4th degree with the inscription "For Bravery" 
(August 24 (September 6) 1904. 


Order of St. Stanislaus, 3rd Class (July 8 (21), 1905. 
Order of St. Anne, 3rd Class (July 12 (25), 1905. 

Order of St. Stanislaus, 2nd class (May 5 (18), 1906. 
Order of St. Vladimir, 4th class (October 14 (27), 1907, "for 
outstanding distinctions" — for conducting the Sikhote-Alin 


expedition of 1906. 


Order of St. Anne, 2nd class (May 7 (20), 1916. 


Medals of the Russian Empire 


Medal "For going to China". 
Medal "In memory of the Russo-Japanese War". 


Medal "In memory of the 100th anniversary of the Patriotic War of 
1812". 


Medal "In memory of the 300th anniversary of the reign of the House 
of Romanov". 


Awards of scientific societies 


Silver medal of the Russian Museum (February 5 (18), 1911) - for 
the ethnographic collection presented to the museum. 


Small silver medal of the Department of Ethnography of the IRGO 
(February 1 (14), 1912 — for the reports read there in 1911. 


Gold medal of the Amur Society of Agriculture (September 28 
(October 11), 1913) - for geographical and ethnographic works on 
the study of the Amur Region. 


Prize of the Russian Geographical Society named after M. I. 
Venyukov in the amount of 1000 rubles (May 30 (June 12), 1917) - 
for research in the Far East (due to the October Revolution, it was 
not received). 


Diploma of the 1st degree of the Main Exhibition Committee of the 
All-Russian Agricultural and Handicraft-Industrial Exhibition (October 
20, 1923) - for directing the collection of collections on the everyday 
life of the peoples of the Far East. 


Svetlana Smetanina 


20 September 2022 


The RF Presidential Decree declared the year 2022 the Year of 
Vladimir Arsenyev, an explorer, scholar, ethnographer, researcher, 
and writer. September 10 marks the 150th anniversary of his birth. 
He lived 30 out of 58 years of his life in the Far East. He spent that 
time exploring this almost unknown region to Tsarist Russia and 
filling in the blank areas on the map of our country's far east lands. 
His works are still used by ethnographers, geologists, biologists, and 
archeologists. His series of books "Along the Ussuri land" and 
"Dersu Uzala" had 120 editions and were translated into 30 
languages. 


He could not go to university because of his 
humble origins 


The life of Vladimir Arsenyev demonstrates how childhood passions 
and dreams become lifelong endeavor in spite of apparently 
disadvantageous circumstances. His father got his surname, 
Arsenyev, from his godfather's name, as his parents' marriage was 
not registered back then. His mother (Vladimir's grandmother) was 
initially a servile and later got freedom from her landlord. 


Klavdiy Arsenyev, Vladimir's father, was assigned to the petty 
bourgeoisie. He married a daughter of a former servile from the 
Kostroma Governorate. He succeeded in passing his exams to 
become a house teacher. However, he spent most of his life as a 
clerk on the Nikolaev Railroad. 


Klavdiy Arsenyev was a passionate reader. He had a small library at 
home and cultivated a love for books in his ten children by reading 


works by Turgenev, Gogol, and Tolstoy to them. Moreover, children 
had to read aloud to their father when he was busy with 
woodcarving, his favorite activity. 


His second son Vladimir enjoyed the novels of Fenimore Cooper, 
Mein Reid, and Jules Verne. Afterward he developed an interest in 
scientific and natural history literature. He read the works of Charles 
Darwin about his circumnavigation and the works of Nikolay 
Przhevalsky, a Russian explorer. 


The young Arsenyevs used to go on little journeys to the nearby 
countryside accompanied by their maternal uncle. Later on, Vladimir 
and his friend got a sailboat and traveled along the Tosna River in it. 
According to the writer, it was the time when he developed a genuine 
passion for traveling and geographical discoveries. 


One would think that he should have joined the university after 
grammar school. However, Vladimir Arsenyev's father lacked the civil 
ranks that would have enabled his children to continue their studies 
at the university. So, Vladimir served two years in the army, and then 
he was assigned to the St. Petersburg Infantry Cadet School. An 
important encounter occurred there, which also influenced his life. 


One of his teachers was Mikhail Grum-Grzhimailo, the renowned 
explorer who had been on expeditions to the Pamirs and Tien Shan. 
He was the one who sparked the young Arsenyev's interest in the 
Far East having described it as a land where many outstanding 
discoveries awaited the keen explorer. The seed was planted into 
fertile ground. Long after, Vladimir Arsenyev wrote, "When my dream 
came true, and | left for the Far East, my heart beat with joy in my 
chest." However, it was still a long way to go. 


Daily routine of a young officer 


After graduating from military school, Arsenyev intended to retire and 
enroll at the Institute to become a shipbuilding engineer. However, 
the War Ministry unexpectedly issued an order requiring cadets to 


serve a year and a half for each year of their training. Arsenyev was 
assigned to serve in Lomza, the Vistula Land. It looked as though he 
was destined for the life of a typical Russian officer bearing the 
burden somewhere on the fringes of the empire. Indeed, very soon 
Vladimir was disappointed with military service. His passion for 
geographical literature, as well as botany and ornithology, was the 
only source of joy in the gray routine of garrison life. 


Second lieutenant Vladimir Arsenyev, 1896. Photo credit: 
wikipedia.org 


Second lieutenant Vladimir Arsenyev, 1896. Photo credit: 
wikipedia.org 


Nevertheless, his disappointment had no effect on the performance 
of officer duties by Arsenyev. Thus, he had a good reputation in the 
army as a disciplined and responsible officer. His friends encouraged 
him to join the Academy of the General Staff. Yet, he did not forget 
his long-cherished dream to go to the Far East. 


Starting from January 1900, Arsenyev was striving to be transferred 
to the Priamursky Military District. His petition was granted in May 
and Second Lieutenant Arsenyev was transferred to the 1st 
Vladivostok Fortress Infantry Regiment. 


Actually, it was a real adventure to get there back then. The Trans- 
Siberian Railroad ended in Trans-Baikal Region, and then it was 
necessary to travel by ship along the Amur River to Khabarovsk. 
After that, the Ussuriysk Railroad could take him to Vladivostok. 
Nevertheless, Vladimir Arsenyev had to suspend his journey in 
Blagoveshchensk. He and other officers were detached to suppress 
the Boxer Rebellion in China. At last, he arrived in Vladivostok in 
August. According to Arsenyev's memoirs, he felt as if he were on 
another planet there as his experience was so vibrant and unusual. 


Scout and Explorer 


Finally, his zeal for traveling and exploring the environment was 
satisfied to the full. Mr. Arsenyev spent all his free time getting to 
know the outskirts of Vladivostok. He explored Russky Island, the 
Razdolnaya River area, and Lake Khanka. During his expeditions, 
he learned to hike along the taiga trails correctly and to remember 
every detail of what he saw on the way. 


In 1902 Second Lieutenant Arsenyev was appointed the commander 
of the regiment's hunting team. That was a special unit that recruited 
volunteers to "carry out specific tasks associated with the danger 
that require personal agility." These tasks mainly involved terrain 
reconnaissance. 


In three years, Arsenyev together with his detachment explored 
almost the entire southeast of the Ussuriysk Krai. Apart from the 
tasks of military reconnaissance, Vladimir Arsenyev conducted 
scientific observations on his own initiative. He made records of the 
terrain, the flora and fauna, and the people inhabiting these places. 
He sent findings of particular interest to the Archaeological Museum 
in St. Petersburg and supplied the local history and ethnography 
museums of Primorsky Krai. 


Expeditions through the wilderness were not safe. Once, in late fall, 
the expedition members had to cross the still unfrozen river fording 
48 times! At one point, Arseniev fell into the icy water while walking 
on the area with thin ice. Still, he managed to get to the shore and 
secure a rope for the others to cross. 


Vladimir Arsenyev was actually in charge of the garrison's military 
intelligence during the Russo-Japanese War. He was rewarded for 
his service with the Imperial Orders of Saint Anna and Saint 
Stanislaus. 


He escaped death by starvation against all odds 


When the war ended, Junior Captain Arsenyev was transferred to 
the headquarters of the Priamursky Military District in Khabarovsk. 


This was where the most prominent part of his biography started. 


The war lost to the Japanese revealed that the Russian army lacked 
knowledge of the area, its characteristics, roads, and the life of the 
local population. At this point, Vladimir Arsenyev's skills and 
aspirations were unleashed in full force. He arranged one expedition 
after another to explore the little-known areas near the Sikhote-Alin, 
the Sea of Japan coast, and the areas along the eastern border of 
Russia. He lead his group across the Sikhote Alin from west to east 
20 times and collected extensive material on the climate, nature, and 
population of the region. 


Expedition in the Takema River Basin, 1907. Photo credit: 
wikipedia.org 


Expedition in the Takema River Basin, 1907. Photo credit: 
wikipedia.org 


The Anniversary expedition, which was named in honor of the 50th 
anniversary of the development of Primorsky Krai, turned out to be a 
particularly harsh one. Its task was to explore the northern part of the 
Ussuri Krai that had been hardly known before. The maps of that 
area were very inaccurate since no topographic surveys had been 
conducted there yet. 


The trek across the Sikhote-Alin on foot involved great hardships. 
The expedition was running out of food while the area around was 
utterly deserted. There were no tribal camps for many miles around 
where they could expect to get some food and supplies. The 
situation became even worse when the rafting boats that had been 
made in a hurry overturned and sank along with the tents, some 
belongings, and food supplies. It caused severe starvation. Arsenyev 
wrote that they were starving for 21 days, "People ate everything 
they could find: green berries, leaves, and something like moss or 
mushrooms, which made them sick... Everybody was insane, 
mentally ill. They quarreled with each other over any trifle. Those 
with weak spirits started talking about suicide.” 


Horrible hunger was the reason why Arsenyev had to shoot his dog 
Alma who had accompanied him on all his expeditions for 8 years. 
Because of the dog's meat, the expedition managed to survive for 
some time. The people were saved by a lucky coincidence. The 
Chinese guide left the group and two days later he ran into the 
approaching detachment of Junior Captain Nikolaev. Had it not been 
for this fortunate incident, the majority of Arsenyev's group would 
most likely have died. Vladimir Arsenyev's report on the results of 
the Anniversary Expedition was met with a standing ovation. The 
audience paid tribute to the courage and persistence of the 
explorers. 


During one of the expeditions in those years, Arsenyev met a man 
who became his close friend and the protagonist of his novels. It was 
Dersu Uzal, a native of the Ussuri territory, a hunter, and a guide. 
They covered hundreds of miles through the Ussuri taiga together. 
And after the expedition of 1907, Arsenyev invited his half-blind 
friend to live with his family in Khabarovsk. However, Dersu Uzala, 
who had been used to free life in the taiga, was unable to live in a 
city house and left for the woods. There he died having been 
attacked by robbers. 


"I was accompanied by my lucky star." 


After 1917, Vladimir Arsenyev could have emigrated abroad., By that 
time, he was already a lieutenant colonel, a well-known explorer, an 
honorary member of the Imperial Russian Geographical Society, and 
the author of many scientific works. He could have easily found a 
way to use his Knowledge in foreign universities. However, Vladimir 
Arsenyev decided otherwise. Perhaps, this decision was prompted 
by the fact that he put a lot of effort into the development of science 
about the Far East, which became his second and so dear home. 


Dersu Uzala at the photo by Vladimir Arsenyev. Photo credit: 
wikipedia.org 


Dersu Uzala at the photo by Vladimir Arsenyev. Photo credit: 
wikipedia.org 


From 1910, he worked as director of the Khabarovsk Museum of 
Local Lore on a voluntary basis. He gave lectures, guided tours, and 
compiled a unified catalog of museum collections. From 1920, he 
worked in the museum of the Society for the Study of the Amur 
Region in Vladivostok. In 1921, Vladimir Arsenyev was elected the 
professor of the Department of Local History and Ethnography of 
Vladivostok Pedagogical Institute. 


His life is a remarkable example of a man who shaped his own 
destiny. Arsenyev had not even completed his studies in grammar 
school for reasons unknown, and he could not be admitted to the 
university. However, he studied on his own throughout his life. 
Arsenyev set himself the task of continuous self-development from 
the time of his studies at the cadet school. He read books on 
zoology, botany, ethnography, geology, and archeology. Neither 
military service, nor war, nor the revolution could interrupt this thirst 
for knowledge. 


Consequently, he gained well-deserved recognition as a natural 
scientist. He corresponded with many recognized experts in the 
scientific world, delivered reports at the Academy of Sciences, and 
was a member of more than 20 scientific societies. More than 130 of 
his studies and works have been published, and they are still used 
by scientists. For instance, in 2005, associates of St. Petersburg 
University investigated Vladimir Arsenyev's notes during the 
expedition to the Far East and came to a conclusion about their 
scientific importance. As a result, the Russian-Oroch Dictionary by 
Vladimir Arsenyev was published in 2008. 


His talent as a writer was also highly recognized. Maxim Gorky 
referred to him as the Russian Fenimore Cooper. It is no coincidence 
that Arsenyev's books have had more than a hundred editions and 
have been translated into dozens of languages. Dersu Uzala, a 
motion picture by the famous Japanese director Akira Kurosawa (a 
co-production with Mosfilm) won Oscar in 1975. 


To honor Vladimir Arsenyev, his name was given to a town, streets, 
river tributary, mud cone, volcano, airport, several river and sea 
vessels, and, of course, the Museum of Far Eastern History in 
Vladivostok. 


Vladimir Arsenyev passed away almost on the expedition - he got 
sick having returned from a trip to the lower reaches of the Amur. He 
had a premonition of his passing. He said that he would finish 
preparing his works for publishing and go "to meet Dersu Uzala". 
Summarizing the provisional results, he wrote: "Looking back to the 
past, | see that | was accompanied by my lucky star..." 


Posthumous harassment 


After Arsenyev's death, the Vladivostok party newspaper Krasnoe 
Znamya published on 16 July, 1931, a derogatory article by G.V. 
Efimov "V.K. Arseniev was an exponent of the ideachauvinism," 
which, together with subsequent "revealing" articles and critical 
publications, seriously undermined Arsenyev's scientific authority 
and marked the beginning of posthumous persecution. 


The explorer's widow, Margarita Nikolaevna Arsenyeva, was 
repressed and persecuted. Under pressure by the NKVD, she was 
forced to confess to slander. On February 11, 1935, a meeting of the 
Military Tribunal of the Special Red Banner Far Eastern Army 
opened, M.N. Arsenyev was asked about the secret report: "Yes, my 
husband really wrote a report on Japanese aggression on the DVK," 
she confirmed — " and submitted it to the former chairman of the 
regional executive Committee Krutov. | think he sent it to Moscow, 
too. 


After the death of Vladimir Klavdievich, the NKVD commissioner 
Geisman asked me to look in my husband's archives to see if there 
was an original draft or any copies of this report. It had to be handed 
in, as it is deemed secret." Incredibly, the late V.K. Arsenyev was 
considered the head of Japanese intelligence in Russia. He was 
wrongly accused of colluding with the Chinese and Japanese. 


Margarita Arsenyeva was executed on August 21, 1938. 

Vladimir Klavdievich's daughter Natalia Vladimirovna was repeatedly 
subjected to repression and persecution, her only child died in 
infancy. 


Arsenyev's personal archive remained with his daughter, Natalia 
Vladimirovna Arsenyeva, from whom it was acquired by the 


Primorsky Branch of the Geographical Society of the USSR (PFGO, 
formerly the Society for the Study of the Amur Region). After the 
Great Patriotic War, his unfinished manuscript "The Country of 
Udege," which he spent 27 years writing, and which Professor 
Sternberg agreed to edit, disappeared. This manuscript has not yet 
been rediscovered. 


Arsenyev's personality 


A detailed description of Arsenyev's appearance is given by his first 
wife Anna Konstantinovna in her memoirs: 


Volodya's height was high, so 178 centimeters without heels. He was 
thin, had a mustache, and had shaved it off only in 1918. | didn't like 
walrus whiskers. The forehead is high, the eyes are gray-blue, a rare 
color, in old age the eyes have become light, white, unpleasant. The 
eyebrows were large, the nose straight, the lips thin, the teeth small 
as a squirrel's, the chin strong-willed, the neck thin. Volodya's hair 
was light brown; it was very thick when we were married. [ ... ] He 
started graying late, at the age of 45; ordinary men-at 35. His voice 
was expressive, between baritone and tenor. Volodya was often 
outdoors, so his voice was clear. He straightened his shoulders 
back, walked easily and quickly, and had strong legs. 


Until the 1917 revolution, Arsenyev, even after formally leaving 
military service in 1911, wore a military uniform in everyday life —a 
tunic and cap, and only after the revolution did he begin to dress in 
civilian clothes and wear a hat[241]. 


Engaged in constant self-education, Arsenyev collected a library all 
his life. According to the memoirs of contemporaries, Arsenyev was 
a scrupulously honest man, and even when he was an officer, he 
was friendly to his subordinates — the lower ranks[242]. Arsenyev 
kept in touch with many of the soldiers who participated in his 
expeditions until the end of his life. The traveler's archive contains 
many touching letters written by Arsenyev's companions from the 
front of the First World War. As a rule, many soldiers were illiterate, 
and therefore the letters were written by their illiterate colleagues 
under dictation[243]. At the same time, Arsenyev remained an army 
officer — in 1916 he had the rank of lieutenant colonel, and such 


warm relations with the lower ranks were quite atypical for the 
Russian Empire at the beginning of the 20th century[244]. 


Vladimir Klavdievich Arsenyev 

Date of birth: 29 August (10 September) 1872 
Place of birth: Saint-Petersburg, Russian Empire 
Date of death: 4 September 1930 (57 years old) 
Place of death: Vladivostok, RSFSR, the USSR 
Citizenship: Russian Empire — the USSR 


Type of activity: explorer-traveler, intelligence officer, geographer, 
ethnographer, novelist, museum director. 


Years of creativity: 1906—1930 
Genre: novella, story, essay. 
Language of works: Russian 


Debut: "On the Ussuri territory. Journey to the Sikhote-Alin Mountain 
Region" (1921) 


Awards: M. I. Venyukov Award 
Autograph: Autograph Image 
Works on the site Lib.ru 


Vladimir Klavdievich Arsenyev (August 29 [September 10] 1872, 
Saint Petersburg, Russian Empire — September 4 1930, 
Vladivostok, RSFSR, USSR) was a Russian explorer, geographer, 
ethnographer, writer, researcher of the Far East, and military 
orientalist. Head of a number of expeditions to explore the 
mountainous regions of the Ussuri Region (Sikhote-Alin expeditions 


of 1906, 1907, 1908-1910), which before Arsenyev's expeditions 
were "blank spots" on the maps of modern Primorye and the south of 
the Khabarovsk Territory. 


Arsenyev was director of the N. I. Grodekov Khabarovsk Museum of 
Local Lore in 1910-1919 and 1924-1925. 


Officer of the Russian Imperial Army: in 26 years of military service, 
he went from a volunteer and sub-ensign to a lieutenant colonel. 
Serving as an officer for special assignments under the Amur 
Governor - General N. L. Gondatti, in 1911-1915 he developed and 
personally led a number of secret expeditions to combat the 
Hunghuz (Chinese bandits), illegal immigrants and forest poachers. 
Under the Provisional Government, Arsenyev is the Commissar for 
Native Peoples of the Amur Region for Foreign Affairs". Streets in 
many cities of the former USSR, a city in Primorsky Krai, as well as a 
local history museum in Vladivostok and other objects are named 
after Arsenyev. 


Vladimir Arsenyev is a full member of the Society for the Study of the 
Amur Region, the Imperial Russian Geographical Society, the 
Washington National Geographic Society and many other scientific 
organizations. 


As a writer, Arsenyev is widely known for his adventure books "On 
the Ussuri Region" and "Dersu Uzala," which tell about his 
expeditions in the Ussuri taiga together with his friend and guide, 
Gold (nanayets) Dersu Uzala. These books became popular in 
Russia and abroad during the author's lifetime, and later became the 
basis for feature films. Arsenyev's other literary works include the 
novels "Through the Taiga" and "In the Mountains of Sikhote-Alin". 


Despite the fact that Vladimir Arsenyev never studied at a university 
and graduated only from a two-year cadet school, through self- 
education he managed to become a competent and versatile 
researcher. His research interests were diverse and extensive: he 
studied geography and ethnography, cartography, statistics, 


archeology, geology, hydrology and meteorology, museum work, and 
even ornithology and linguistics. 


The main focus of Arsenyev's research was ethnography and 
archeology. For thirty years Arsenyev has been studying the 
indigenous peoples of the Far East, mainly the Udege people. At the 
same time, a significant part of V. K. Arsenyev's scientific heritage 
has not been published, and therefore his contribution to science is 
not fully appreciated. The main scientific work of V. K. Arsenyev is a 
two-volume monograph on the Udege people "The Udege Country", 
summing up his almost thirty years of ethnographic research, which 
remained unfinished and was not published due to the author's 
premature death, and in the late 1940s its manuscript disappeared 
and has not been found to this day. 


In the last years of his life, V. K. Arsenyev was repeatedly subjected 
to slander and harsh ideological persecution. In particular, Arsenyev 
was blamed for his tsarist officer's past, and scientific publications 
were reproached for the lack of a Marxist-Leninist scientific 
approach. Soon after Arsenyev's death, his harassment became 
purposeful. His widow, Margarita Nikolaevna, was arrested and then 
executed on false charges of participating in a "counter- 
revolutionary, espionage and insurgent wrecking organization", 
allegedly led by Arsenyev himself. It was only in the 1940s that 
Arsenyev's character and work were positively re-evaluated, all his 
major books were republished, and a six-volume collection of his 
works was published for the first time. 
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Origin 


V. K. Arsenyev's parents are Klavdiy Fyodorovich and Rufina 
Yegorovna. 


By origin, Vladimir Klavdievich Arsenyev was a descendant of serfs 
and burghers of the Tver and Kostroma provinces. Grandfather of 
the traveler, Tver philistine Fyodor (Theodore) Ivanovich Goppmeier 
led an easy life and was addicted to alcohol. According to one 
version, Goppmeier was of Dutch origin and came to Russia as a 
chemist. Goppmeier had an illegitimate son, Claudius, born on 
March 11 (23), 1848, from a relationship with a serf peasant, a 
domestic servant of Major General N.I. Lodygin, Agrafena Filippovna 
(maiden name unknown) from the village of Alekseykovo, Tver 
province. Due to the absence of an official father, Klavdiy was given 
the surname Arsenyev, after his godfather Arseny "Timofeyev's son", 
who did not have a surname. In 1855, Agrafena Filippovna and her 
son received a emancipation license from Major General Lodygin 
and after a while officially registered their marriage with F. |. 
Goppmayer, taking his last name. 


Due to the carelessness of his blood father, who died in 1866, 
Claudius was never adopted and until the end of his life bore the 
surname Arsenyev. In 1869, at the request of Agrafena Filippovna, 
her son Klavdiy Fyodorovich Arsenyev was assigned to the Tver 
philistine class. Later, A. F. Goppmeier and her son moved to St. 
Petersburg. Having matured and passed the exams for the title of 
home teacher, on January 14 (26), 1870, Klavdiy Arsenyev married 
Rufina Yegorovna Kashlacheva, the daughter of a former serf in the 
Kostroma province. In the same year, the family's first child, Anatoly, 
was born. The wife was three years older than her husband, and 


their marriage is considered to be a happy one. Most of his life, 
Klavdiy Fyodorovich worked as an employee on the Nikolaev 
railway. 


Childhood and early years 


image: Vladimir Arsenyev in his youth. Late 1880's 


Vladimir Klavdievich Arsenyev, the second child in the Arsenyev 
family, was born on August 29 (September 10), 1872 in St. 
Petersburg. An erudite father, Klavdiy Fyodorovich had a small home 
library and instilled in his sons a love of reading from childhood. He 
often read books to children by Turgenev, Tolstoy, Gogol and other 
writers. Sometimes Klavdiy Fyodorovich, who was fond of carving 
wood in his spare time, sat down to work and forced the children to 
take turns reading aloud, making their own comments and 
explanations in the course of reading. 


Volodya himself was very interested in the adventure books of 
James Fenimore Cooper, Jules Verne, Louis Jacolliot, Gustave 
Aymard and Main Reed. Then he became interested in scientific and 
natural history literature: a description of Charles Darwin 
circumnavigation of the world on the ship Beagle, similar 
descriptions of the travels of N.M. Przhevalsky, who became the idol 
of Volodya, other explorers and researchers. Young Arsenyev's 
wanderlust was greatly promoted by his friendship with his uncle, 
Joel Yegorovich Kashlachev, a great connoisseur of nature. At one 
time, the Arsenievs and Kashlachevs went to the village of Sablino 
for the summer. There, adults and children spent whole days in the 
forest, fishing and on short hikes. Joel often sailed with his sons and 
nephews on the Tosna River. Soon Volodya himself, together with 
his peer Eduard Pelts, the son of a colleague of his father, began to 
make such voyages in a small shuttle, to which the boys attached a 
sail. According to Arsenyev himself, he became a traveler in those 
years. 


As a child, Arsenyev was not distinguished by good behavior and 
was restless, which greatly prevented him from studying diligently. 
Initially, he was sent to a German boarding school, where he was 
noted for poor academic performance and a love of various kinds of 
pranks, for which he had to bear numerous punishments. Then, for 
poor discipline, he was expelled from the second St. Petersburg 
school. Finally, Arsenyev was sent to the Vladimir city fourth-class 
male school. There, thanks to the efforts of teachers, he developed 
an interest in studying. He was particularly good at geometry and 
natural sciences, as well as drawing. 


Beginning of military service 


After graduating from the Vladimir Men's School, Vladimir Arsenyev 
and his older brother Anatoly studied for some time at the Fifth 
(Alarchinsky) Gymnasium, but for unknown reasons Vladimir did not 
finish it. After that, Arsenyev's parents faced a choice about the 
further education of their son, who was soon to serve in the 
army[31]. Since Klavdiy Fyodorovich had not yet served the civil 
ranks that would allow him to arrange for his children to go to 
university, he decided to send Vladimir to the army as volunteer: 
after a year of service, Vladimir had the right to transfer to a junker 
school, after which he could retire to the reserve, and after that, 
taking advantage of the advantages of self-employed university. 


One of Arsenyev's teachers is the traveler and geographer M. E. 
Grum-Grzhimailo 


After passing the external entrance exams at the First Cadet Corps 
for the right to education of the 1st category, on November 22 
(December 4), 1891, Arsenyev was enrolled in the 145th infantry 
Novocherkassk Regiment. A year later, he was promoted to junior 
non-commissioned officer, and a year later, on September 1 (13), 
1893, Arsenyev was seconded to the St. Petersburg Infantry Junker 
School to complete a course of sciences with the renaming of a 
junker[32]. There, one of Vladimir Arsenyev's teachers was a well- 
known traveler, Lieutenant Mikhail Yefimovich Grum — 


Grzhimailo[33], who was able to interest him in geographical 
research, drawing his attention to the Far East-an area that was 
almost unexplored at that time[34]. In the junker school, having come 
under the influence of strict army discipline, the restless Arsenyev 
became disciplined, executive and diligent. Very often at night, he 
read scientific books from the school library, which M. E. Grum- 
Grzhimailo advised him — not only about Siberia and the Far East, 
but also major natural history works. 


Image Vladimir Arsenyev (sitting in the center) after graduating from 
the cadet school, surrounded by friends and acquaintances. St. 
Petersburg, 1895 Junker Vladimir Arsenyev. 


St. Petersburg, 1895 


After completing his studies in 1895, with the rank of sub-ensign, 
Arsenyev expected to retire and enter the institute as a shipbuilding 
engineer, as his father wanted, but suddenly the order of the Minister 
of War came out, according to which his own cadets were 
transferred to state-owned ones. Because of this, cadets who 
graduated from military schools, including Arsenyev, had to serve in 
the army for one and a half years for each year of study at a military 
school. On August 12 (24), 1895, Arsenyev was transferred to his 
former place of service, to the Novocherkassk Regiment, and on 
January 18 (30), 1896, he was promoted to the rank of second 
lieutenant and seconded to the 14th Infantry Olonets Regiment, 
located in the city of Lomzha Privislensky Krai. 


After a year of service in Lomge, Arsenyev received a leave of 
absence and went home to St. Petersburg. There, on October 22 
(November 3), 1897, he married a friend of his sisters, the 
seventeen-year-old Anna Konstantinovna Kadashevich, with whom 
he had known since she was ten years old, and was engaged when 
she was fifteen. The day after the wedding, the newlyweds left for 
Lomzha. 


Many years later, Arsenyev wrote that while serving in Poland, he 
became disillusioned with military service, and in his spare time 
devoted himself to studying geographical literature. According to the 
memoirs of his wife Anna Konstantinovna, already in Lomzh 
Arsenyev was a naturalist, was fond of botany and ornithology, and 
kept a whole menagerie at home: 


| fought with Volodya all the time in Lomzha. He brought home 
all sorts of nasty things: he put up a terrarium, toads lived there [ 
... | there were lizards [...]. He was also busy with small insects - 
beetles, butterflies, all sorts of bugs, all on a pin and said to me: 
"Nyura, look how lovely it is! What a beauty!" | didn't understand 
this beauty. He also collected birds: he ordered stuffed animals 
from them, collected herbariums. He knew many plants by 
heart. 


Lomzha from a bird's eye view 


Despite the fact that Arsenyev's love for the army had passed, he 
was distinguished by discipline and efficiency, so his affairs in the 
service were successful. For conscientious service in January 1898, 
Lieutenant Arsenyev was appointed clerk of the regimental court. 
Friends and colleagues advised him to apply for admission to the 
General Staff Academy, and Arsenyev began to diligently prepare for 
admission, devoting every spare minute to reading specialized 
literature. At the same time, even from the time of studying at the 
junker school, he was eager to study the Far East. Without giving up 
thoughts about studying at the academy, starting in January 1900, 
Arsenyev began to seek his transfer to one of the infantry units of the 
Kwantung Army or the Amur Military District: write reports and letters 
to his leadership with requests for transfer. Finally, on May 1 (14), 
1900, one of his petitions was granted. Arsenyev received the rank 
of lieutenant and was transferred to the 1st Vladivostok Fortress 
Infantry Regiment. At the same time, his pregnant wife went to live 
with her parents in St. Petersburg, and on June 11 (24), 1900, she 
gave birth to her first child there — Vladimir, who was usually called 
Volya in the family. 


On 30 June 17 Arsenyev visited his relatives in St. Petersburg, and 
the next day went to a new place of service in Vladivostok. In 1900, 
the still unfinished Trans-Siberian Railway ended in Transbaikalia. 
Because of this, the journey to Vladivostok was much more 
complicated: 


from the European part of Russia, it was possible to get by train 
only to Sretensk, then it was necessary to sail by steamer along 
the Shilka and Amur Rivers to Khabarovsk, and only then, by 
the Ussuri Railway, was it possible to get to Vladivostok. On the 
way, | had to leave the ship and stay in Blagoveshchensk, 
where all the military, including Lieutenant Arsenyev, were 
mobilized to suppress the Boxer rebellion in China. 


From July 8 (21) to July 25 (August 7), 1900, Arsenyev, as part of 
the Blagoveshchensk detachment of Lieutenant-General K. N. 
Gribsky, participated in military operations near the city of 
Sakhalyan. For his participation in the battles, Lieutenant Arsenyev 
was awarded the silver medal "For the campaign to China". Many 
years later, during the Soviet era, Arsenyev hid his involvement in 
this conflict, fearing accusations of suppressing the "people's 
liberation" uprising. 


Report of Second Lieutenant Arsenyev to the commander of the 14th 
Olonets Infantry Regiment, Colonel P.P. Domozhirov, on the transfer 
to the Far East, dated January 10 (22), 1900 


Page from the description of Second Lieutenant V.K. Arsenyev, 
written by the commander of the 14th Olonets Infantry Regiment P.P. 
Domozhirov on January 13 (25), 1900, with a general conclusion on 
the qualities of an officer: "outstanding" 


One of the petitions to General A. A. Frolov for the transfer of 


"Second Lieutenant Arsenyev (Vladimir) to the Amur Region, or to 
Port Arthur, or to the Kwantung Peninsula" 


Early years in Vladivostok 


Image Anna Konstantinovna Arsenyeva with her son Vladimir 
(Volya). St. Petersburg, 1901 


Vladimir Arsenyev arrived in Vladivostok 5 (18), 1900. His wife and 
son Vladimir were able to visit him only a year later, in May 1901. In 
Vladivostok, Arsenyev was allocated a small wooden house with two 
rooms and a kitchen on 7th Matrosskaya Street in a Rotten Corner[- 
3]. 


Arsenyev spent his free time exploring the surroundings of 
Vladivostok, went hunting in the forest, and in 1901 became a 
member of the Vladivostok Society of Hunting Enthusiasts, and then 
was one of its directors. On October 6 (19), 1902, Lieutenant 
Arsenyev was appointed head of the hunting team of the regiment. 
The team consisted of "hunters" — that is, volunteer soldiers who 
expressed a personal desire (hunting) to participate in a task that 
requires special courage and involves great risk. 


The hunting team was responsible for mapping and scouting the 
area. On May 16 (29), 1903, Arsenyev became a full member of the 
Society for the Study of the Amur Region, where he was brought by 
fellow soldier, doctor N. V. Kirilov, who was also fond of local lore. In 
the library of the Society, Arsenyev was engaged in self-education, 
filling in gaps in his knowledge of history and natural sciences, and 
gaining skills in specific scientific observations. Arsenyev developed 
a close friendship with a member of the Society, Nikolai 
Alexandrovich Palchevsky, a botanist and local historian. Palchevsky 
became Arsenyev florist. 


Image Second Lieutenant Vladimir Arsenyev in full dress uniform, 
1896 


From 1900 to 1903, Arsenyev and his team made many hunting 
"excursions" in the surrounding area, exploring almost the entire 
southeast of the Ussuri Region. Starting from the Muravyov-Amursky 
Peninsula and Russian Island, he gradually made longer and longer 
trips. During this period, Lieutenant Arsenyev and the regiment's 
hunting team explored the area from Posieta Bay in the south to 


Lake Khanka in the north, and from the Suifong River in the west to 
St. Olga Bay in the east. Although the main task of such excursions 
was exploration, conducting route surveys and collecting statistical 
data on the population, Arsenyev, on his own initiative, conducted 
scientific observations: about the relief, geology, flora and fauna of 
the Ussuri Region, about the peoples who inhabited these places, 
recording these observations in his travel diaries. Travel was fraught 
with great risk to life. So, during a campaign in the area of the 
current Partizansky Ridge in November — December 1903, 
Arsenyev and his detachment had to ford the still-frozen Xiao- 
Suzuhe River 48 times. At its confluence with the Ta-Suzuhe River, 
the rivers were already covered with ice, though not yet strong 
enough to support the weight of a person. It was decided to cross 
the river by crawling, and Arsenyev himself was the first to do so. 
Near the opposite bank, he fell into the icy water, but he managed to 
pull on a rope with which the rest of the team crossed. 


The breadth of Arsenyev's research interests, which were not limited 
to his duties in the service, is evidenced by his passion for 
archeology. He conducted his first excavations at the mouths of the 
Shamory and Tsimukhe rivers, and later explored the area that 
turned out to be rich in finds near the mouth of the Suchan River. 
Arsenyev sent many of his finds to the Russian Museum. At the 
beginning of 1903, Arsenyev became the head of the Vladivostok 
fortress horse-hunting team, while he was allowed to choose the 
goals of his campaigns and leave for an unlimited time. He also 
devoted his vacation to traveling and research: during one of them 
Arsenyev was engaged in describing ancient monuments left by 
Manchu tribes in the areas of the Maihe, Tsimukhe and Kangauz 
rivers. Upon his return, Arsenyev shared the description with his 
friend N. A. Palchevsky, through whom Arsenyev's work got to the 
chairman of the Amur Department of the Imperial Russian 
Geographical Society S. N. Vankov. He, in turn, reported to the Amur 
Governor- General N. I. Grodekov, who created a local history 
museum in Khabarovsk , which has been named after him since 
1902, and supported all local history researchers. Grodekov ordered 


to consider Arsenyev's vacation, spent on research, as a business 
trip, and ordered to issue daily money. 


In his first published work "Report on the activities of the Vladivostok 
Society of Hunting Enthusiasts for the 5th anniversary from 1901 to 
1905 inclusive", published in Vladivostok in 1906, Arsenyev 
highlighted important issues of local hunting. 


Shortly after the beginning of the Russo-Japanese War and the 
shelling of Vladivostok by the Japanese squadron, preparations for 
the siege of the Vladivostok Fortress began. The population and 
institutions were evacuated inland. Officers of the Vladivostok 
Fortress were also ordered to send their wives and children out of 
Vladivostok. Arsenyev's wife Anna Konstantinovna, along with their 
children — four-year-old Volya and two-year-old Oleg, born on July 
25 (August 7), 1902, went to live with their parents in St. Petersburg. 
On the way, Oleg caught a cold and fell ill with meningitis, and died 
in St. Petersburg in November 1904. 


Vladimir Arsenyev himself, during the Russo-Japanese War, was 
engaged in reconnaissance of the area around Nadezhdinskaya 
station, bounded by the Suifong and Maihe rivers. On March 9 (22), 
1905, Arsenyev received the rank of staff captain, and in June, as a 
battalion commander, he was appointed head of the" flying squad", 
which included all four horse-hunting teams of the Vladivostok 
Fortress. Despite the fact that in their publications, researchers from 
different years attributed Arsenyev's participation in sorties in China 
and Korea, and even the reflection of the Japanese landing in the 
area of St. Olga Bay, this is not confirmed by documents. 
Nevertheless, Arsenyev was credited with some military 
achievements, as by May 1906, he had the Order of St. Anna of the 
3rd degree[52] and the 4th degree with the inscription "For Bravery" 
[53], as well as the Order of St. Stanislaus of the 3rd degree. 


Sikhote-Alin Expeditions of 1906-1910 


The Russo-Japanese War lost in 1905 proved the inadmissibility of 
insufficient knowledge about the military-geographical features of the 
Ussuri Region. Taking into account the lessons of the war, work 
began on strengthening the defense of borders, including the sea: it 
was necessary to identify dangerous places suitable for landing 
troops from the sea. In addition, there was a need to assess the 
scale of activities of Japanese spies, collect statistics on the local 
indigenous population, and other aspects. In this regard, the Amur 
Governor-General Pavel F. Unterberger ordered to organize 
expeditions to the previously virtually unexplored Sikhote-Alin ridge 
in order to collect military-geographical and military-statistical data in 
case of war with Japan, as well as colonization-economic and, along 
the way, natural-historical data. Vladimir Arsenyev, a staff captain of 
the 29th East Siberian Rifle Regiment, was appointed chief of the 
upcoming expeditions.For this purpose, on December 22, 1905 
(January 4, 1906), he was transferred from Vladivostok to 
Khabarovsk, to the headquarters of the Amur Military District. 


Expedition of 1906 


e Main article: Arsenyev's 1906 Expedition 
e See also: In the Ussuri Region 
e Map of the 1906 expedition route 


At least 20 people participated in the expedition, including four 
Ussuri Cossacks and 12 soldiers of the 6th and 8th East Siberian 
Rifle Regiments. Arsenyev's assistants were sub-lieutenant G.G. 
Granatman and engineer sub-ensign A.I. Merzlyakov. The expedition 
also included N. A. Palchevsky as a botanist and the chief of staff of 
the Amur Military District , Lieutenant General P. K. Rutkovsky, who 
expressed a desire to get together with the expedition to the Bay of 
St. Olga in order to clearly explain the required tasks and determine 
possible routes for transferring troops to the post of St. Olga. 


The expedition, which lasted exactly six months, started on May 15 
(28), 1906, when a part of the detachment with pack horses went by 
rail from Khabarovsk to the Shmakovka station. The next day, the 


rest of the expedition left by the same route. On May 20 (June 2), the 
detachment moved from Shmakovka upstream of the Ussuri River. 
By the end of the fifth day, they reached Koksharovka and continued 
up the Fujin River. In the evening of June 20 (July 3), the expedition 
reached the Sikhote-Alin ridge, and the next day began its ascent to 
the ridge. The pass through which the expedition passed was named 
Arsenyev in honor of K. I. Maksimovich, a botanist who conducted 
research in those places in 1859. On June 30 (July 13), Arsenyev's 
detachment reached the Bay of St. Olga. Lieutenant-General P. K. 
Rutkovsky left the detachment there, and it was taken to Vladivostok 
by the destroyer "Silent" specially sent for it. In Olga, the expedition 
had to stay for almost a month, waiting for the Stately destroyer, 
which was supposed to bring the necessary equipment. During this 
time, Arsenyev made several short "excursions" to explore and 
assess the area, fulfilling the task of the Governor-General. 
Arsenyev entered all the information he obtained in his travel diary: 
information about roads, their passability for various types of 
weapons, the condition of roads in dry weather and in rain, and the 
like[58]. In addition, he was engaged in topographic surveys of the 
area, measured the width of rivers, the speed of current and made 
other hydrographic measurements, kept a diary of meteorological 
observations[59]. 


image Dersu Uzala. Photograph of V. K. Arsenyev on August 12, 
1906 


The indigenous population of the Ussuri region — Orochi, Udege, 
Golds (Nanais) and Tazs in ethnographic terms aroused great 
interest in Arsenyev,and he decided to study them. Arsenyev was 
then only familiar with ethnography at an amateur level, and 
therefore he had to learn everything right on the go. 


On the evening of August 3 (16), 1906, in the upper reaches of the 
Tadushi River near the Li-Fujin Pass, Arsenyev had a largely fateful 
meeting with Gold Dersu Uzala, a future friend and hero of his 
books. The next day, at Arsenyev's request, he became the 
expedition's guide. Contrary to the misconception widely spread due 


to Arsenyev's own books, the meeting with Dersu Uzala did not take 
place in 1902, but in 1906[61]. Then the expedition moved to Terney 
Bay, exploring all the major rivers along the way. On October 10 (23), 
part of the detachment left Terney for Sikhote-Alin. Crossing the 
ridge, the party had to wait out a snow storm for two days. After 16 
days of traveling through a deserted area, the group reached the 
village of Sidatun, where local Orochi people helped them with food 
and clothing, and then took the group on boats along the Iman until 
they were crushed by ice. The group walked the rest of the way to 
Iman station. At the station, Arsenyev broke up with Dersu Uzala, 
agreeing to meet him the following year. On November 17 (30), 
Arsenyev and a detachment arrived in Khabarovsk by train. 


Arsenyev's first major expedition, during which Sikhote-Alin was 
crossed eight times, resulted in a large number of collected 
collections: bird carcasses, insects, fish, amphibians, as well as 
plants, rocks and ethnographic materials. Arsenyev subsequently 
sent many collections to various museums in the country. In addition, 
meteorological observations, topographical surveys of the area, 
maps and plans were made along the entire route. Arsenyev 
managed to collect a lot of ethnographic information about the 
indigenous peoples of the Ussuri region [64]. All the information 
collected by the expedition formed the basis of the report, which 
Arsenyev read with great success on April 7 (20), 1907 in the Amur 
Department of the IRGO. 


Expedition of 1907 


Main article: Arsenyev's 1907 Expedition 

See also: Dersu Uzala (novella) 

Map of the 1907 expedition route. 1-Rynda Bay, 2-Terney Bay, 
3-Amgu Bay, 4-Cape Olimpiyady, 5-Bikin station 

Patron of V. K. Arsenyev Amur Governor-General P. F. 
Unterberger 


Very highly appreciative of the results of the 1906 expedition, 
Governor-General P. F. Unterberger presented Staff Captain 


Arsenyev to be awarded the Order of St. Vladimir of the 4th degree 
out of turn, although, according to the existing order of awarding, 
persons not lower than the rank of lieutenant colonel (rank of the 7th 
class of the table of ranks) could become a knight of this order of the 
fourth degree. Thanks to this representation, by the highest order of 
October 14 (27), 1907, while Arsenyev was on his new expedition, 
he was awarded the Order of St. Vladimir of the 4th degree, which in 
peacetime is for a staff captain (rank of the 9th class). in itself, it was 
a rare phenomenon and recognition of outstanding achievements. 
[66][67] In addition, even before the expedition, the highest order of 
March 17 (30), 1907, approved the award of the Order of St. 
Stanislaus, 2nd degree, with the wording for "excellent-diligent 
service". 


After returning to his usual duties, in March of the same year, Staff 
Captain Arsenyev, at the head of the hunting team of the 23rd East 
Siberian Rifle Regiment, was sent to conduct reconnaissance work 
on the slopes of the Khekhtsir ridge. 


In 1907, it was decided to continue the work of the 1906 expedition. 
A plan for a new expedition to the Sikhote-Alin mountain range was 
developed and approved. According to it, it was necessary to 
examine the mountainous region of the Sikhote-Alin ridge between 
45° and 47° north latitude, the basins of rivers flowing into the sea in 
that area, the upper course of the rivers that make up the Iman River 
system, as well as the entire Bikin River basin. Arsenyev was 
accompanied by his former assistant engineer lieutenant A. |. 
Merzlyakov, as a florist-Swiss N. A. Desulavi, paleontologist student 
of Kiev University P. P. Bordakov, the same lower ranks as last year, 
guide Dersu Uzala,and two oroch translators. The expedition 
members left Khabarovsk for Vladivostok on June (26). From there, 
the detachment had to go by sea to the Dzhigit Bay (in the northern 
part of the Rynda Bay). 


Image Vladimir Arsenyev, Dersu Uzala, soldier Fokin and Zhang-Bao 
(from left to right) on a hike in the Takema River basin, 1907 


In Vladivostok, the expedition was on the verge of collapse: there 
was no permanent sea service along the coast of the Sea of Japan 
yet, and the El Dorado steamer plying along the coast sailed two 
days before Arsenyev's arrival. The date of the next flight was 
unknown, and therefore the entire detachment needed to rent 
housing, which entailed unnecessary expenses. Thanks to the 
assistance of the commander of the military port baron V. N. Ferzen, 
the commanders of the destroyers "Grozny" and "Silent" P. G. 
Tigerstedt and S. Z. Balk again came to Arsenyev's aid. In the 
evening of June 30, 1907, the destroyers delivered the expedition to 
Dzhigit Bay. In the morning of the next day, the expedition went 
ashore. 


For two weeks the party waited for the steamer El Dorado, which 
was to bring the pack mules. On July 10, the expedition set off up 
the Yozihe River. By July 21, the riverbeds of the Dangau, Sinancha, 
Tasinza and Donggou Rivers were surveyed. At the end of July, N. 
A. Desulavi and P. P. Bordakov left the detachment. In Terney Bay, 
the expedition was joined by the commander of a group of Hunghuz 
hunters, a Chinese Zhang-Bao[~ 4], whom Arsenyev met during last 
year's expedition[73]. He had great authority among the Chinese and 
native population of the Ussuri region, and was also a good expert 
on the area, which could undoubtedly be useful for the expedition. 


The expedition ended on January 5, 1908, with the return to 
Khabarovsk. During the expedition, the north of the Ussuri Region 
was explored from the Dzhigit Bay to the coast of the Tatar Strait; the 
upper reaches of the rivers of the Iman system, the Bikin River basin 
and the sea coast. Sikhote-Alin was completed 4 times. Together 
with everyone else, Dersu Uzala came to Khabarovsk, whom 
Arsenyev settled in his house. In the spring, Dersu, who had lived all 
his life in the taiga, could not bear the routine of city life and went to 
the forest. On March 13, 1908, he was murdered near Korfovskaya 
station. 


image Arsenyev's map showing the area of operation of his 1906- 
1907 expeditions. 


Jubilee expedition of 1908-1910 


e Main article: Arsenyev's Expedition of 1908-1910 
e See also: Life and Adventures in the taiga 


The organization of the next, larger-scale expedition began in the 
spring of 1908 on behalf of the Governor-General P. F. Unterberger 
and with the support of the Amur Department of the IRGO. Having 
the same goals-natural science and history, the expedition was to 
explore the previously virtually unknown northern part of the Ussuri 
Region and the Sikhote-Alin Ridge from the Anyui River to the 
Imperial Harbor. Maps of the area that existed at the beginning of the 
20th century were very inaccurate, since topographic surveys of the 
area were never conducted there. Thus, the 40-verst[~5] map of 
1889 was actually only a diagram of the river network and, as it 
turned out later during the expedition, rather inaccurate. In addition 
to the chief of the expedition, Staff Captain Vladimir Arsenyev, seven 
soldiers and two Ussuri Cossacks took part in the expedition, staff 
Captain Timofey Antonovich Nikolaev as Arsenyev's assistant, florist 
N. A. Desulavi, amateur hunter I. A. Dzyul, geologist S. F. Gusev, as 
well as Chinese Zhang-Bao and Chinese translator Timofey 
Kosyakov, who joined the team during the expedition. At various 
stages of the journey, the group was joined by native guides. 


image Scree descent. Photo by V. K. Arsenyev 


Initially, the squad split in two. The first group consisted of seven 
soldiers under the command of Staff Captain TA Nikolaev. In early 
June 1908, they sailed from Vladivostok to the Imperial Harbor to 
organize three food depots for the expedition, then they had to go to 
meet the main detachment of V. K. Arsenyev. In addition to the head 
of the expedition, this detachment included S. F. Gusev, N. A. 
Desulavi, |. A. Dzyul and two Ussuri Cossacks. On June 24 (July 7), 
1908, they sailed on a steamer from Khabarovsk, and the next 
morning they disembarked on the Amur River in the village of 
Troitskoye. From there, by boat, together with the Nanais, the 
detachment went up the Anyu River, and then to the Sikhote-Alin 


Ridge, in order to cross it and reach the Imperial Harbor. Almost a 
month later, the travelers reached the Bira River, where Arsenyev 
released the Orochs with boats, and then the expedition continued 
its Journey to the Sikhote-Alin ridge on foot. 


Crossing the ridge was fraught with great difficulties. Starting from 
August (17), the expedition began to run out of food, which is why it 
was ordered to save food and salt. The situation was aggravated by 
the fact that the travelers were, as Arsenyev himself put it, in a 
"forest desert" — a perfect remote and deserted area. There wasn't 
even a native campsite for miles around where the party could count 
on help with food and equipment. After the descent from the ridge 
and several days of travel, it was decided to make boats and 
continue rafting on them. However, the hastily made boats did not 
keep well on the water: one of the boats immediately after sailing 
capsized, which caused two tents to be carried away by the current, 
and many things, including guns and food remnants, got wet. A few 
days later, after another wreck, due to which many things sank, it 
was decided to abandon both boats and part of the equipment, 
taking only the most valuable. A severe hunger strike began[80]. 
Arsenyev later wrote: 


There was no way to foresee this crash. Since that time, a 
terrible hunger strike begins, which lasted 21 days. Making their 
way through the mountains, through the thickets of the taiga, 
people ate everything that came to hand: green berries, 
Petasites leaves, they ate either moss or mushrooms from the 
Clavaria family, which made them sick. On the way, the dog 
found a rotten fish, it emitted a putrid scent, the men rushed to 
take this carrion from it. Finally, the small group trudged to the 
confluence of two rivers: the Hutu and the Butu. Here the lower 
ranks were completely exhausted and fell off their feet. You 
should have seen how emaciated they looked. Everyone was 
mad, everyone was mentally ill; everyone quarreled among 
themselves over every trifle, found fault with each other over 
every little thing, everyone became superstitious, began to 


believe every dream, every omen. Weak spirits began to talk 
about suicide". 


Because of starvation, they had to shoot Arsenyev's exhausted dog 
Alpa, which had accompanied him on all his hikes and expeditions 
for eight years, and feed it meat from other dogs and people. 
Contrary to expectations, there was no sign of the counter 
detachment of Staff Captain Nikolaev, nor of the food caches left by 
him. The Chinese interpreter and Zhang Bao were very ill and could 
barely walk. On the morning of August 22 (September 4), Zhang- 
Bao, who had not slept all night due to illness, got up at dawn and 
went forward alone. During the day, the main party, tormented by 
heat and wildebeest, could not catch up with him. By the evening of 
the same day, Zhang-Bao did not return to the bivouac. By an 
incredible coincidence, he did not die, and two days after his 
departure, he unexpectedly met the counter detachment of Staff 
Captain Nikolaev. Having learned about the situation, Nikolaev 
immediately went to the aid of Arsenyev's detachment, and in the 
morning of August 25 (September 7) reached his bivouac and saved 
people who were dying of hunger. 


Image V.K. Arsenyev in a Udege costume (center) and Udege 
people from the Anyui River. February 1909 


At the end of August, the expedition went to the sea, and soon 
reached the Imperial Harbor. After two weeks of rest, the expedition 
members recovered from the 21 day period of starvation, and on 
September 14 (27) left the Imperial Harbor, heading south. At the 
mouth of Samarga, where the expedition reached on October 28 
(November 10), it was necessary to wait a whole month for Staff 
Captain Nikolaev, who was supposed to deliver new equipment. The 
expedition continued its journey through the winter taiga on dogsled. 
Having met the new year 1909 at the mouth of the Bui River, the 
detachment crossed the Sikhote-Alin and, without incident, passed 
through the taiga, reached the Amur. The expedition set up camp 
128 kilometers from Khabarovsk. Arsenyev went to the city to report 
on the results of the expedition. 


Diploma of a full member of the Imperial Russian Geographical 
Society, issued to V. K. Arsenyev. Signed by the Chairman of the 
IRGO Grand Duke Nikolai Mikhailovich and the Deputy Chairman of 
the IRGO P. P. Semenov-Tian-Shansky 


Arsenyev's speech in the Public Assembly Hall was met with a 
standing ovation. The audience was delighted with the courage of 
the travelers who were on the verge of death. On January 28 
(February 10), 1909, Arsenyev was elected a full member of the 
Imperial Russian Geographical Society. Recommendations were 
given to him by the secretary of the IRGO A. A. Dostoevsky and a 
full member of this society, captain A. N. Gudzenko[84]. In 
Khabarovsk, Arsenyev submitted the preliminary colonization report 
of the expedition to the Resettlement Department [85]. After a short 
rest at home, he returned to his party encamped at Lake Sindh, and 
on February 16 (March 1), 1909, the expedition continued its work. 
Having descended down the Amur River to the mouth of the Anyui 
River, the detachment went along the Pihtsa and Tormasuni rivers. 
After reaching the Sikhote-Alin Range, the expedition crossed it and 
reached the Ikbu River, and then the Koppi River. 


On March 28 (April 10), 1909, Arsenyev's detachment reached the 
Tatar Strait, and went by boat to Cape Kekurny. After conducting 
research in the coastal area, the team walked to the St. Nicholas 
Lighthouse in the Imperial Harbor to carry out the necessary work 
there. Having finished, the expedition turned back to the north and 
reached the bay of Auka, and then, passing Cape Surkum and 
Molosov Bay, on June (28), it reached the Bay of De Kastri, where 
the expedition team settled down for a week's rest. From here, the 
expedition moved towards the village of Mariinsko-Uspenskoye on 
Lake Kizi. The next part of the route was again completed by boat: 
on July (26), the detachment returned to the Sikhote-Alin ridge, 
which passed along the Yasemal and Chichemal rivers, and then 
reached the Tumnin River, along which it reached the Imperial 
Harbor on July 27 (August 9), 1909. In the period from August to 
October 1909, Arsenyev surveyed the basins of the Khadi, Tutto, 


Ma, Uy and Zhuanka Rivers, which flow into the Tatar Strait near the 
Imperial Harbor[37]. 


As of October (16), Arsenyev's squad included only two other 
soldiers, Ilya Rozhkov and Pavel Nozdrin. The remaining members 
of the expedition gradually dropped out of it at the end of their 
service life or due to illness[88]. On this day, they started a long 
route along the Tumnin, Akur and Hungari rivers from Datta Bay to 
the Amur River. Having made a difficult 76-day ski crossing through 
Sikhote-Alin, on January 11 (24), 1910, the travelers reached the 
village of Voznesenskoye on the Amur River. The expedition, which 
lasted 19 months, ended on January 21 (February 3) with the return 
to Khabarovsk[88]. On the same day, at a meeting of the Amur 
Department of the IRGO, Arsenyev's expedition was named 
"Jubilee" — in honor of the 50th anniversary of the annexation of the 
Amur Region to the Russian Empire following the signing of the 
Aigun Treaty Count Muravyov-Amursky[89]. 


image Staff Captain V. K. Arsenyev (left) at a picnic. Summer of 
1910 


Among the collections of the expedition were extensive 
ethnographic, botanical and other collections, more than a hundred 
sheets of route surveys, numerous photographs, eight expedition 
notebooks, including three travel diaries, three diaries of 
meteorological observations and two journals of astronomical 
determination of points, many drawings and outlines of surveys of 
the area. A lot of different information about rivers, flora and fauna 
was collected, as well as dictionary materials on the Oroch and 
Udege languages, and much more[90]. All route surveys made were 
handed over to the headquarters of the Amur Military District. During 
the expedition, several ancient fortifications were excavated, and two 
Stone Age sites were found. The Sikhote-Alin range has been 
crossed seven times. 


At the request of the editor of the Khabarovsk newspaper 
"Priamurye" A. P. Silnitsky, Arsenyev, as far as possible, sent letters 
with travel notes to the editorial office directly from the expedition. He 


sent his first "Excerpt from a travel diary" together with Oroch guides 
returning from the taiga on July 21 (August 3), 1908. During the 
expedition, Arsenyev sent more than 70 letters, of which only half 
reached Khabarovsk and appeared in print. These letters, published 
in the newspaper in 1908-1912 under the general heading "From the 
travel diary", later formed the basis of Arsenyev's novel "In the 
Mountains of Sikhote-Alin". In addition, almost half a century later, 
after the death of V. K. Arsenyev, M. K. Azadovsky, a researcher of 
his biography, ethnographer, folklorist and his personal 
acquaintance, who not without reason considered these notes 
Arsenyev's first popular scientific work, collected them together and 
provided extensive comments, giving the collection the title "Life and 
Adventures in the Taiga". This book was first published in 1957 by 
Geografgiz publishing house under S. V.. 


A trip to St. Petersburg and a new destination 


Immediately upon his return from the 19-month expedition, Arsenyev 
set about processing expedition materials, compiling reports, and 
reviewing collections. By autumn, he had not only completed the 
reports, but also based on the materials collected during the 
expeditions of 1900-1910, he wrote several extensive reports: "The 
Chinese in the Ussuri Region", "Orochi-Udekhe"and" The Ancient 
History of the Ussuri Region". In July 1910, Vladimir Klavdiyevich 
Arsenyev became director of the N. I. Grodekov Khabarovsk 
Museum Amur Department of the IRGO[93] and held this post until 
May 1919, and then again from October 1, 1924 to December 15, 
1925. 


In the summer of 1910, during his trip to the Amur and Sakhalin, 
Khabarovsk was visited by the famous ethnographer Lev 
Yakovlevich Sternberg. For Arsenyev, getting to know him was a 
great opportunity to eliminate his gaps in knowledge of ethnography. 
In August, Arsenyev made a short voyage with Sternberg from 
Nikolaevsk to the post of Alexandrovsky on Sakhalin [94]. 


N. I. Grodekov Khabarovsk Regional Museum 


In October 1910, V. K. Arsenyev, as an assistant to the head of the 
echelon, accompanied soldiers who had left for the reserve to 
Syzran. With him, he carried boxes with exhibits collected in his 
expeditions. After completing his official duties, Arsenyev sent his 
collections to St. Petersburg, and then went himself. 


Vladimir Arsenyev in a Udege costume at the exhibits of the 
Grodekovo Museum of the Amur Department of the IRGO. 
Khabarovsk, 1910 


Arsenyev stayed in St. Petersburg from November 1 (14), 1910 to 
April 1911, and repeatedly made reports on his travels and research. 
On January 5 (18), 1911, V. K. Arsenyev was present for the first 
time at a meeting of the Department of Ethnography of the IRGO, 
and on February 25 (March 10) in the presence of famous scientists 
and travelers P. K. Kozlov, P. N. Luppov, M. M. Prishvin, retired 
Governor-General P. F. Unterberger and others, he made a report in 
"The Chinese in the Ussuri region", then in March-with the report 
"Orochi-Udekhe". A year later, for these reports, V. K. Arsenyev was 
awarded a small silver medal of the IRGO[95]. At the Officers ' 
Meeting on Liteyny Prospekt, Arsenyev made a report to the 
members of the Russian Military Historical Society on "Theof the 
Ussuri Region based on Chinese legends and archaeological finds 
from 1903-1907". 


Arsenyev was awarded the museum's silver medal for his 
ethnographic collections donated to the Russian Museum. To some 
extent, thanks to the petition of the manager of the Russian 
Museum, Grand Duke George Mikhailovich, to the tsar, Arsenyev's 
scientific merits became interested not only in the capital's scientific 
circles, but also at the court. Through the efforts of his patrons, Staff 
Captain Arsenyev was introduced to Emperor Nicholas Il. At the All- 
Russian Ethnographic Exhibition in the Russian Museum, Arsenyev 
was honored to personally present his ethnographic collections to 
the tsar. Details about the visit to the exhibition by Emperor Nicholas 
Il, according to Arsenyev, are given by the writer M. K. 
Azadovsky[96][98]: 


Arsenyev was ordered to remove from the exhibition all skulls, 
bones, and all objects related to the cult of burial, since Nicholas II 
could not stand any mention of death. Arsenyev was warned that the 
tsar was a great connoisseur and lover of archeology. On this basis, 
Arsenyev expected a number of special questions from the tsar, but 
all Nicholas's questions and comments were extremely empty and 
banal: like questions about time, difficulties, etc. "It was felt," 
Arsenyev recalled," that he had nothing to ask, and he asked 
questions only out of social courtesy". 


In addition to meeting the leading geographers and ethnographers of 
the capital, Arsenyev faced intrigues and envy for his success. 
Arsenyev wrote about this in one of his letters: 


Intrigues between scientists in St. Petersburg — more than 
enough! In this respect, our province is better. | always 
idealized-| thought that there should be complete solidarity and 
attention to mutual interests between scientists - but | saw 
something else... Peter left me with a bad feeling-careerism has 
absorbed a person! This Babel was also turning me around, but, 
thank God, | woke up in time and ran away to my place in the 
Amur region. 


Manchurian ash tree, which is believed to have been planted in 1911 
by Vladimir Arsenyev and his brother Alexander in honor of the 
latter's arrival. Monument of wildlife. Khabarovsk, intersection of 
Muravyov-Amursky St. with Sheronov St. 


The return to Khabarovsk was facilitated by an urgent telegram from 
the new Governor-General of the Amur region, N. L. Gondatti, who 
took over the post of P. F. Unterberger, who retired at the end of 
1910. An urgent call home did not prevent Arsenyev from stopping 
by on his way back to Moscow to see his parents who had moved 
there. In Moscow, Arsenyev also made presentations and met some 
well-known scientists and researchers, including D. N. Anuchin and 
B. M. Zhitkov. Returning to Khabarovsk, Arsenyev took with him his 
younger brother Alexander, who had recently graduated from the 
Konstantinovsky Land Surveying Institute in Moscow. 


The reason for Arsenyev's urgent summons to Khabarovsk was that 
the new Governor-General, N. L. Gondatti, began to form his own 
administration, among whose employees he wanted to see Staff 
Captain Arsenyev, who was listed in good standing, among others. 
On March 26 (April 8), 1911, V. K. Arsenyev, in the form ofa rare 
exception for that time, was transferred to the civil service with the 
preservation of military rank production and allowances, and on April 
28 (May 11), 1911, he was appointed senior work producer of the 
Ussuri Boundary Party, located in the department of the 
Resettlement Department of the Main Department of Land 
Management and Agriculture, and actually parted from military 
service, which he devoted 20 years of his life to. 


Arsenyev himself planned, upon his return from St. Petersburg, to 
make two more small expeditions to the Ussuri Region in 1911 to 
refine and replenish his expedition records, then devote two years to 
systematizing and processing all the collected materials, and then 
organize an independent expedition to the Bering Strait or the Arctic 
Ocean. Therefore, in his transfer to the Resettlement Department, 
Arsenyev saw a good opportunity to organize small expeditions in 
the Ussuri Region to replenish his research materials. However, just 
because of the transfer to a new job, these plans were not destined 
to come true in the form that Arsenyev would have wanted. 


Secret expeditions of 1911-1913 


e Main article: Arsenyev's Secret Expeditions (1911-1913) 
e See also: Honghuzi, Manzy, Chinese in Siberia and the Far 
East, Chinese in Russia and Yellow danger 


Despite the fact that the expeditions of 1911-1913, initiated by 
Arsenyev himself, are still widely considered scientific research, they 
were devoted to the fight against hunkhuzs and poachers, and were 
of a secret nature. Their secrecy is explained by the fact that the 
Hunghuzs had many informants, often connected, among other 
things, with local authorities. For many years, the Hunkhuz literally 
terrorized the population of the Ussuri region: plundering, robbing 


and killing, they did not spare either the Russians, natives, or even 
the Chinese. By 1911, this problem was so acute that N. L. Gondatti, 
recently appointed to the post of Governor-General of the Amur 
region, vigorously undertook to solve it, entrusting the development 
of a plan to combat the Hunkhuzs to the well-established Staff 
Captain V. K. Arsenyev. 


The 1911 Expedition 


image Priamursky Governor-General N. L. Gondatti 


On June 6 (19), 1911, Arsenyev sent a report to Gondatti with a plan 
developed by him to combat the Hunghuz and forest poachers. 
According to the report, it provided for the arrest of Hunghuz people 
and the confiscation of their weapons, the burning of orphaned 
fanzas as their potential dens, the destruction of any poaching 
equipment found and the seizure of furs, antlers and ginseng, the 
search for and eviction of Chinese people who do not have a 
residence permit to their homeland, and so on. The arrested Chinese 
were supposed to be sent to certain places on the coast, where they 
were supposed to be picked up by a specially called steamer to be 
sent home. All found weapons and taiga treasures were confiscated 
strictly on record, sealed and also sent to Vladivostok. 


After approval of the estimate, on June 20 (July 3), 1911, the 
expedition, consisting of Staff Captain Arsenyev, translator of the 
Office of the Governor-General A. A. Shilnikov, three student 
assistants, and botanist N. A. Desulavi, left by train from Khabarovsk 
to Vladivostok. From there, Arsenyev sent the student Butlerov with 
supplies and N. A. Desulavi to the northern coast of the Primorsky 
Region to collect botanical collections, and on July (18) he went to 
the Bay of St. Olga. Upon arrival there, the detachment was joined 
by the bailiff of the Zaolga camp K. I. Mikhailov and 13 lower ranks of 
the police and forest guards, as well as the Udege guide Sale. In 
total, at least 20 people participated in the expedition. 


image Handwritten map of V. K. Arsenyev with the image of burnt 
Chinese fanzas in the area between Plastun and Terney bays. 
Appendix to the report to the Governor-General of October 18, 1911. 


On July 27 14, Arsenyev's detachment landed and began searching 
for the Hunkhuzs. By the beginning of August, the Nakhtokhu 
(Kabanya), Holonka (Svitaya), Sunerkh, Kanzhu, Kumukhu 
(Kuznetsovka), Takhobe (Sobolevka) and Kusun (Maksimovka) 
rivers were surveyed in the territory of the modern Terneysky district 
Primorsky Krai. On the Kusun River, Arsenyev had to chase the 
Hunkhuz people who were fleeing to the mountains for four days. 
Thanks to the help of the Udege people who found the trail, the 
Hunkhuz were caught. During this time, 25 Chinese and 13 
undocumented Koreans were detained, about 3,000 poaching gear 
and traps were destroyed, and a large number of weapons were 
confiscated. [109][110] 


Despite the secret nature of the expedition, it was quite difficult to 
maintain the secrecy of the routes: since all bandits and poachers 
detained in the taiga had to be sent to designated points on the 
seashore, where they were to be picked up by passing cruise ships, 
Arsenyev had to agree in advance with the ship captains about the 
location of these points. At the same time, a significant part of the 
sailors on the ships were Chinese[~ 6], who, knowing about the 
places of future stops for taking detainees on board, could warn their 
fellow poachers in advance about the areas of the upcoming search. 
Having learned about the intentions of Arsenyev's detachment to 
conduct a sweep in a particular area, the poachers hurriedly left for 
the mountains, and Arsenyev repeatedly had to pursue them[112]. 


After passing the Velikaya Kema and Takunchi rivers, Arsenyev 
crossed the Sikhote-Alin ridge, and came to the Armu River, the area 
of which was extremely rich in sable. The scale of poaching on 
Sikhote-Alin is clearly evidenced by the fact that during the 17 days 
that Arsenyev and his detachment spent on the Armu and Takunchi 
Rivers, they burned 26 unattended animal farms, destroyed 4,824 
sable traps, 6,552 gear for catching fur-bearing animals, 489 gear for 


catching musk deer and many preparations for hunting. new traps. 
By this time, the detachment had traveled more than 160 kilometers 
inland. Participants of the first secret expedition at the zverova fanza 
in the taiga. 


image V. K. Arsenyev-far left (sitting) 


In early September, Arsenyev returned to the sea, and then went 
down the coast to Terney Bay. In October, he explored the 
Sakhombe River, where 14 fur goats were burned, 23 Chinese and 
one Korean were detained, as well as the Tetyukhe and Sinantsa 
rivers, and then went to the Rynda Bay, where the expedition 
finished its work on November (14) and went by sea to Vladivostok. 
In November 20, 1911, Arsenyev returned to Khabarovsk. 


Image Cover of the first edition of the "Brief military-geographical 
and military-statistical essay of the Ussuri Region 1901-1911". 


As a result of the expedition, which lasted three and a half months 
(from July (28) to November 1 (14), 1911), 136 illegally residing 
Chinese and Koreans were detained and brought to Vladivostok to 
be sent home[~ 7], 58 zverov fanzas were burned and a huge 
number of wild animal traps were destroyed. Although the expedition 
had completely unscientific goals and objectives, during it Arsenyev 
conducted scientific research, conducted observations and made 
collections at any convenient opportunity. Not missing an opportunity, 
Arsenyev made excavations, compiled descriptions of preserved 
ancient settlements, ancient fortifications and roads[115]. 


Despite the fact that a significant part of the routes was already 
completed in 1906-1908, their repetition made it possible to conduct 
repeated observations of nature and the population, to supplement 
and clarify the research of previous years. N. A. Desulavi, the 
expedition's florist, collected more than 800 plants, while Arsenyev 
also collected his own herbariums. The botanical research of 
Arsenyev and Desulavi is of crucial importance, since systematic 
studies of the flora of the Ussuri Region have never been conducted 
north of 45° N (Terney Bay area). Thus, Arsenyev and Desulavi were 


the first researchers of the coastal flora from Terney Bay to Cape 
Zolotoy[114] [116]. Together with N. A. Desulavi, Arsenyev managed 
to establish the exact biogeographic boundary of the change in the 
Manchurian flora of Okhotsk: in the research area of the expedition, 
this boundary passed along the Sunerkh River, 26 kilometers north 
of Cape Olimpiyady. In 1961, the veracity of Desulavi and Arsenyev's 
conclusions was confirmed by the Soviet biogeographer A. |. 
Kurentsov, who proposed calling this boundary the "Arsenyev Line". 


Another merit of Arsenyev is the population census of the aboriginal 
population living on the sea coast of the north of the Ussuri Region, 
from Terney Bay to Cape Zolotoy inclusive, conducted by him 
together with the bailiff of the Zaolginsky camp K. I. Mikhailov[119] 
[120]. 


By the time of the completion of his fourth large expedition to 
Sikhote-Alin, Arsenyev had a wealth of scientific material about the 
Ussuri Region, collected by him in 1900-1911. This allowed him, 
upon his return to Khabarovsk, to finish writing his first major work 
(324 pages), " A brief military geographical and military statistical 
sketch of the Ussuri Region. 1900-1911". At the time of its 
appearance, the essay was the first encyclopedic collection of 
information about the Ussuri Region in its current borders at that 
time. The essay was published in 1912 by the headquarters of the 
Amur Military District with an appendix in the form of a collection of 
color maps. In parallel with the" Essay "Arsenyev worked on another 
extensive work — his first ethnographic study "The Chinese in the 
Ussuri region"[121]. The results of archaeological research, 
correlated with local folklore, formed the basis of the article " 
Materials for the study of the ancient history of the Ussuri Region " 
(published in 1912). 


Expedition of 1912-1913 


Despite a good salary and the opportunity to conduct independent 
ethnographic research on expeditions along with the main work, 
Arsenyev was dissatisfied with the fact that the Amur Governor- 


General N. L. Gondatti was trying to "fasten" him to administrative 
work, and was very burdened by it. According to Arsenyev himself, 
expressed in a letter to the traveler P. K. Kozlov[122]: 


| don't like administrative work. | would gladly exchange even 
the governor's post for the modest role of a geographer- 
researcher, even if only on the smallest scale. 


Nevertheless, Arsenyev performed any work assigned to him with 
his usual thoroughness and responsibility. Despite Arsenyev's 
wishes, he was appointed to an administrative position. On January 
(22) 1912, the Resettlement Department seconded him to N. L. 
Gondatti as an official of special assignments under the Governor- 
General's office, and two weeks later Arsenyev received the post of 
staff officer for assignments under the Resettlement Department. On 
January (26), Arsenyev presented to the Governor-General the plan 
he had developed for four more expeditions to fight the Hunkhuzs. 


In February 1912, by order of Gondatti, Staff Captain Arsenyev was 
on a ten-day business trip to the Bira station under construction in 
order to find out the state of the coal mines and the living conditions 
of the workers. At the same time, even on a business trip that was 
strictly official in its tasks, Arsenyev also found time for scientific 
research: as usual, his fields of activity were ethnography and 
archeology. Returning to Khabarovsk on March (21), Arsenyev made 
a report on his business trip to the Amur Department of the IRGO. A 
few days later, in the newspaper Priamurskie Vedomosti, his report 
was published under the general heading "The Bira River, the coal 
mines of the Birsky Coal Partnership and the Amur Railway under 
construction". 


After returning from a business trip, Arsenyev hurriedly began 
preparing for another expedition to track down hunkhuzs and 
poachers, which was a continuation of the work of the 1911 
expedition. On the eve of departure, on April (17) 1912, Arsenyev 
was promoted to the rank of captain, and two days later he went on 
a new expedition and left for Vladivostok. There he was joined by 
nine policemen, and then all together left for the village of Kremovo, 


to the place of gathering of the expedition participants [125]. In 
addition to police officers, Arsenyev's detachment included translator 
A. A. Shilnikov, V. K. Arsenyev's younger brotherpreparator, and 
others. 


V. K. Arsenyev takes the direction of Boussol Schmalkalder. 
Takunchi River, December 22, 1912 


April 22 (May 5) the detachment marched to the Lefou River, and 
soon reached the Anuchino tract. From there, the expedition 
followed the Daubikha River, and in early May reached Semyonovka 
(now the city of Arsenyev), in the vicinity of which the detachment 
was located throughout the first half of May 1912. After passing 
Chuguevka, the detachment passed through Sikhote-Alin and 
reached the post of St. Olga. By this time, about 800 poachers were 
detained, which were sent from Russia to Vladivostok. Arsenyev 
then marched to the Tetyukha River, where up to 200 more poachers 
were detained. 


Divided into two parties, headed by V. K. Arsenyev and A. A. 
Shilnikov, the expedition members explored the valleys of the 
Tetyukhe and Tadushi Rivers, respectively, and then met at the Bay 
of St. Olga, from where they sent about 250 detained poachers and 
hunkhuzs to Vladivostok. A. A. Shilnikov and his part of the 
detachment explored the valleys of the Phusun and Suchan Rivers, 
where they completed their route in early 1913, while a part of the 
detachment under Arsenyev's command began the winter crossing 
to Iman station via Sikhote-Alin. On this part of the way, they were 
joined by Arsenyev's future long — term guide, Udege Suntsai 
Geonka [128]. 


After crossing the ridge, on December 25, 1912 (January 7 , 1913), 
the travelers stopped to rest, decorated the Christmas tree, and 
celebrated Christmas. [128] At the end of January 1913, Arsenyev's 
detachment reached the Iman River to the Ussuri Railway station of 
the same name, and on January 29 (February 11), 1913, it returned 
to Khabarovsk by train[129]. 


The result of the almost ten-month expedition, in addition to 204 
burned poaching funzas and a huge number of detained poachers 
and hunkhuzs, was an archaeological study of the Nikolsk- 
Ussuriysky, Imansky and Olginsky counties of the Primorsky Region. 
During the expedition, Arsenyev drew plans for all the archaeological 
sites along the way and delivered about 100 boxes of ancient 
artifacts to the Grodekovo Museum. In addition, extensive 
ethnographic and botanical collections were collected, which 
Arsenyev sent for study to leading scientists of the country, as well 
as to the Russian Museum[130]. 


The collected materials allowed Arsenyev to finish the monograph " 
The Chinese in the Ussuri region. Historical and ethnographic essay" 
(published in 1914). Almost immediately after its publication, the 
monograph was highly appreciated in the scientific community. It 
was translated into German in the 1920s and published in Berlin in 
1926 under the title Russen und Chinesen in Ostsibirien[131]. 


Activities in 1913-1917 


image V. K. Arsenyev's wife Anna Konstantinovna and his son 
Vladimir (Volya) surrounded by Udege people-Arsenyev's friends. 
Khabarovsk, circa 1913 


image Lieutenant Colonel Vladimir Arsenyev. Khabarovsk, 1915 


In the period from 1913 until the February Revolution of 1917, 
Arsenyev did not manage to make a single full-fledged expedition, 
apart from several short-term official trips to the region. The reason 
for this was the reluctance of N. L. Gondatti to let Arsenyev go on 
new expeditions under the pretext of the need to complete the 
processing of the collected material and the First World War that 
began in 1914. At the same time, it is reported that some officials 
from Gondatti's entourage accused Arsenyev of being slow. Given 
the fact that at this time Arsenyev completed several large works that 
appeared in print in 1913-1914, all accusations of slowness are 
considered unfounded[132][133]. 


(22) April 9 Arsenyev was elected a member of the Russian 
Ornithological Committee. On May (19) 1913, he was awarded the 
rank of lieutenant colonel. In July, Arsenyev was appointed Deputy 
Commissioner of the Scientific Department of the Amur Region 
exhibition dedicated to the 55th anniversary of Khabarovsk and the 
300th anniversary of the reign of the House of Romanov, the 
exhibition committee of which was headed by N. L. Gondatti[134]. V. 
K. Arsenyev (left) and Fridtjof Nansen at the Khabarovsk railway 
station on September 23, 1913. In the autumn of 1913, the world- 
famous Norwegian traveler and polar explorer Fridtjof Nansen visited 
Khabarovsk on his way from Vladivostok. On September 23 
(October 6), at 10 p.m., Nansen arrived by train at the Khabarovsk 
railway station, where he was met by representatives of the city 
authorities and the public, as well as members of the Amur branch of 
the IRGO headed by Arsenyev. The next day, Nansen, accompanied 
by Arsenyev, who gave explanations, visited the anniversary 
exhibition, the library and the Grodekovo Museum, and on 
September 25 (October 8) they made a short tour of the Amur River. 
During the few days they spent together, Nansen and Arsenyev 
became friends, and after Nansen's departure from Khabarovsk, 
they maintained correspondence until his death in 1930, exchanging 
their scientific publications and books. In the 1920sNansen assisted 
Arsenyev in publishing his works in Germany in the German 
language. In the spring of 1914, Arsenyev planned a trip to the 
Udege people, but because of the outbreak of war, the Governor- 
General of Gondatti did not give his permission for it[137]. In the 
summer of the same year, the Polish ethnographer Stanislav 
Poniatowski, en route to the Amuranthropological 
measurementsvisited Khabarovsk. After his arrival, he visited the 
headquarters of the Amur Military District, where he handed 
Arsenyev his letters of recommendation from L. Ya. Sternberg and 
Yu. M. Shokalsky. It is interesting that in both St. Petersburg and 
Vladivostok, where Poniatowski was passing through, Arsenyev was 
unanimously recommended to him as the only person who could 
help him in his research[138]. Arsenyev enthusiastically gave the 
guest a tour of the Grodekovo Museum, demonstrated his 
ethnographic collections and collections, as well as travel diaries, 


and helped him find an aboriginal oroch for Poniatovsky, from which 
he removed the plaster mask and made the necessary 
anthropological measurements. Poniatowski spent the following days 
on expeditions to the Amur River. The outbreak of the First World 
War forced him to stop working and return. Shortly after the outbreak 
of the war Arsenyev was also visited by the Hungarian professor of 
ethnography Balog Benedek Baratoshiruhu. The story of his 
personal acquaintance with Arsenyev is remarkable. Professor B. B. 
Baratoshi and his 17-year-old son were on an expedition funded by 
the Hungarian National Museum. After visiting Sakhalin, where he 
studied the Ainu and Orok, he came to the Amur and explored Ulchi, 
where he was caught up in the First World War. Since Baratoshi 
spoke very little Russian, he was mistaken for an Austrian spy, 
arrested and taken to Khabarovsk. When asked who in the Far East 
knows him and can confirm his identity, he pointed to V. K. Arsenyev. 
The latter, in turn, confirmed the identity of the detainee, and 
Baratoshi was released on his bail.[139]. Arsenyev planned to go on 
an expedition with Poniatowski and Baratoshi in the future year 
1915, but the ongoing war and the lack of permission on the part of 
Gondatti prevented its implementation[137]. Thanks to Arsenyev's 
efforts, Baratoshi received permission to travel to Japan, from where 
he planned to go home via America. As a thank you, at Arsenyev's 
request, he collected a collection of Ainu objects for the Khabarovsk 
Museum in Japan, but for unknown reasons, his parcel did not reach 
Khabarovsk[139]. Vladimir Arsenyev and members of the 
ethnographic circle. Left in the bottom row — M. K. Azadovsky. 
Khabarovsk, 1914 Who left some time before B. B. Baratoshi . 
Poniatowski left the ethnographic collections collected on the Amur 
River for safekeeping in the Khabarovsk Museum, hoping to return 
and collect them after the end of the war, but the ongoing war and 
the revolutionary events of 1917 that followed did not allow him to 
carry out his plans. Upon request from America, Arsenyev sent 
Poniatowski's boxes to the US Consulate in Vladivostok, from where 
they were forwarded to America. In gratitude for Poniatowski's help, 
Arsenyev was elected a fellow of the Washington National Society. 
Subsequently, the transfer of Poniatowski's collections was passed 
off by Arsenyev's detractors as selling museum valuables abroad, 


which Arsenyev managed to refute with great difficulty, and had 
unpleasant consequences for him[141]. After the outbreak of World 
War I, many German and Austrian prisoners of war were brought to 
Khabarovsk for forced labor, including the German sculptor Karl 
Tutter and the paleontology professor Adalbert Libus. At the request 
of Arsenyev, they were transferred to work in the Khabarovsk 
Museum, where they worked under his leadership for two years, until 
returning to their homeland[ 142]. V. K. Arsenyev (standing in the 
center) with students of the Khabarovsk Real School during an 
excursion to the Khekhtsir ridge on August 28-September 2, 1914. 
The fourth from the left is the future Arctic explorer Georgy Ushakov, 
the second from the left is Arsenyev's son Vladimir (Volya). Third 
from the left is the future BAM veteran Vladimir Pavlov, born in 1901. 
In 1914, Arsenyev worked extensively on his books " On the Ussuri 
Region "and" Dersu Uzala", based on the travel diaries of the 1902- 
1908 expeditions; in Khabarovsk, his monograph " The Chinese in 
the Ussuri Region. Historical and ethnographic essay". It is 
noteworthy that in the same year Arsenyev created his own 
ethnographic circle, which, in addition to himself and his wife Anna 
Konstantinovna, included some close friends and Khabarovsk local 
historians. Once a week, members of the circle gathered, as a rule, 
at Arsenyev's apartment, made reports and shared their impressions 
of the articles and books on ethnography they had read. In addition, 
in 1914, at the initiative of Arsenyev, the Department of Archeology, 
History and ethnography was organized under the Amur Department 
of the IRGO, which brought together more than 30 researchers[143], 
which eventually joined the circle of ethnography lovers[144]. In the 
summer of 1914, Arsenyev advised the cameraman Fyodor Bremer, 
one of the employees of the film industrialist A. A. Khanzhonkov, 
who came from Moscow to shoot "the most interesting views" of the 
Amur Region. At the end of August 1914, Arsenyev made a six-day 
excursion to the Khekhtsir Ridge together with studentsof the 
Khabarovsk Real School. From September to December 1915, 
Arsenyev, on the instructions of the Governor-General N. L. 
Gondatti, was on a business trip to the southern part of the Ussuri 
Region, fighting the Hunkhuz in the area of the post of St. Olga, the 
village of Spassky and the city of Nikolsk-Ussuriysky. In December 


1915, in the Posyet district, Arsenyev led the defense of Russian 
villages against Hunkhuz attacks and participated in three 
skirmishes. In the spring of 1916, Arsenyev accompanied N. L. 
Gondatti on a business trip to Vladivostok, Feldgauzen Bay, the 
village of Poltavka, and Lake Khanka. From June to August 1916, 
Arsenyev was on a business trip to Manchuria, visiting Harbin, 
Dairen and other cities. In Harbin, Arsenyev gave a series of lectures 
at the Society of Russian Orientalists and was elected an honorary 
member of it. Office of the Amur Governor-General. 
Khabarovsk,Muravyov-Amursky Street, 27 In October 1916, 
Arsenyev finally fell out with the Amur Governor-General N. L. 
Gondatti, which was the result of a conflict that lasted for several 
years, the cause of which, in many respects, was Gondatti's refusal 
to let Arsenyev go on an expedition. Due to the outbreak of the First 
World War, many officers were mobilized to the front, and each 
remaining specialist was especially valuable. Arsenyev's wife Anna 
Konstantinovna, later recalling the causes of the conflict, told [147]: 
There was a war going on, in 1915, | think my husband wanted to go 
on an "Arctic hike" for a few years. "Going to your death," I'd say. 
Gondatti wouldn't let Volodya in. "Things are bad at the front", "Every 
expert is worth his weight in gold, | can't let go". Arsenyev was 
sulking at Gondatti. In addition, due to the outbreak of war, the N. |. 
Grodekov Khabarovsk Museum, whose director Arsenyev worked 
for, lost funding, while it became impossible to replenish the 
museum's collections due to the inability to conduct expeditions. In 
addition, the Governor-General did not allocate money to the 
museum to replenish its collections, which greatly offended 
Arsenyev[147]. Having resigned from the service in the Resettlement 
Department on October (23) 1916, and thereby leaving his post at 
Gondatti, in January 1917 Arsenyev returned to the army service in 
the military department. At the end of March 1917, he was enlisted in 
the 13th Siberian Rifle Reserve Regiment, and in early May was 
mobilized to the front of the First World War. Thanks to the petition of 
the Academy of Sciences and the Russian Geographical Society to 
the Provisional Government, Lieutenant Colonel Arsenyev, who had 
managed to reach the regiment's location in Achinsk, was returned 
to Khabarovsk, where he was again seconded to the headquarters of 


the Amur Military District and was able to return to the post of 
director of the Grodekovsky Museum[149]. In May 1917, Arsenyev 
became the first recipient of the 1,000-ruble Venyukov Prize 
established in 1916 by the Russian Geographical Society for his 
research in the Far East. Since it was expected that a large 
percentage of the prize's capital would be charged, it was planned to 
issue it in the future in 1918, but due to the October Revolution and 
the cancellation of all awards issued by the Russian Geographical 
Society, V. K. Arsenyev never received the monetary part ofthe 
prize. [150][151] Commissioner for Foreign Affairs After the February 
Revolution of 1917, delegates to the first Congress of deputies of city 
and county councils in Khabarovsk petitioned the Provisional 
Government to establish the post of Commissar for foreign affairs. 
On June 29 (July 12), 1917, atthe general congress of 
representatives of all estates from all parts ofthe Far Eastern 
Territory, Vladimir Arsenyev was elected Commissar for Foreign 
Affairs of the Provisional Government[151]. In this regard, by order of 
the Provisional Government of October (23) 1917, Lieutenant 
Colonel V. K. Arsenyev was dismissed from military service "for 
determination on state affairs" with the renaming of collegiate 
advisers[7]. Over the years, Arsenyev, who sympathized with the 
natives, took up his new job with great enthusiasm, and through his 
friends from different parts of the Far East, he began to collect 
information about the life and needs of the indigenous population. 
However, not being satisfied with the reports of his assistants, 
Arsenyev decided to personally organize trips to survey the situation 
of the Aboriginal population. As a commissar for foreign affairs, he 
made trips to the mouth of the Amur River (August 3 [16] - August 
[25] 1917), to the Tunguska River (September [30] - October [17] 
1917) and on the Olgon, Gorin and Kur Rivers — the so-called 
"Olgon-Gorinskaya" or also "Kur-Olgonskaya" expedition (November 
20 [December 3] 1917-February [18] 1918)[152]. Trip to Tunguska in 
1917 V. K. Arsenyev's first trip as Commissar for Foreign Affairs was 
a short trip to the mouth of the Amur River on August 3 (16) - August 
(25) 1917. In September of the same year, Arsenyev, together with 
his assistant B. |. llyenkov, took a trip to the Tunguska[152]. The 
flight of the steamship "Perestroika", on which Arsenyev hoped to 


reach Tunguska, was postponed, and therefore he and his 
companion had to transfer to the steam boat "Saturn", which was 
going in the same direction together with the barge"Bira". On the first 
day of the journey, they reached the village of Nikolaevka, where the 
boat was forced to stop to replenish the supply of firewood. All the 
way on the boat "Saturn" was accompanied by similar stops. 
Arsenyev wrote about this in his travel diary: With typical Russian 
negligence, our commanders (they are also stokers and helmsmen) 
did not stock up enough firewood, counting on "maybe and 
somehow". To get to Nikolaevka, | had to burn the gangplank, 
because there was not enough firewood. In the bay, the barge was 
left near the village, and the boat went further, to the factory, to load 
scraps and splinters thrown on piles of sawdust. It took three hours 
to load the boat[154]. For the same reason, the boat stopped the 
next day near the village of Archangelovka. Taking advantage of the 
stop, Arsenyev made an archaeological survey in the vicinity of the 
village, which was not crowned with success. On September 19 
(October 2), the boat entered the Kur River, where it visited the 
villages of Ulike, Novokurovo and . All the Russian settlements 
visited by Arsenyev along the way, with the exception of 
Novokurovo, caused him extremely negative emotions due to their 
devastation and low culture of the inhabitants. In his expedition diary, 
Arsenyev compared the Russian and Korean farms in the village of 
Ulike, not without annoyance: Every Korean fanzas breathes 
domesticity, hard work, care and desire to make a better life, and 
these troglodytes have written on their faces: I'm nervous, I'll leave, 
and this place will be damned — | won't remember it[155]. On 
September 20 (October 3), V. K. Arsenyev and his companion B. I. 
Ilyenkov left the boat and visited the Nanai camp of Alda. Then they 
boarded a boat, which they used for the rest of the journey, moving 
from one native camp to another along the river. During stops in the 
camps, Arsenyev talked with local residents-Nanais and Evenks, 
asking them about their problems and needs. On the morning of 
September 27 (October 10), Arsenyev and his assistant set out on 
their return journey. In early October, the travelers returned to 
Khabarovsk. Olgon-Gorinsky expedition of 1917-1918 Main article: 
Olgon-Gorinsky expedition The well-known Russian ethnographer L. 


Ya.Sternberg, as chairman of the 2nd branch of the Russian 
Geographical Society for drawing up an ethnographic map of Russia, 
was extremely interested in the ethnic composition of the north- 
eastern part of the Amur Region, which is practically unknown in 
ethnographic terms. An expedition to this area was prepared by 
Arsenyev in 1914-1915, but due to the non-permission of the 
Governor-General N. L. Gondatti, it was not possible to carry it out. 
Finally, during a trip to the Tunguska River in 1917 and after 
communicating with the local aboriginal population, Arsenyev 
conceived an expedition to the area of interest - to the Olgon, Gorin 
and Kur[157]. Funds for the expedition were allocated by engineer 
and merchant V. A. Fedorov, with the condition to take his employee 
G. K. Petrov with him to get acquainted with the state of fur trade in 
the area of the expedition. In addition to him and Arsenyev, 
ethnographic students N. P. Delle and G. D. Kurenkov (real name A. 
N. Lipsky), later an agent OGPU-NKVD, an opponent and harsh 
critic of V. K. Arsenyev, took part in the expedition. [21][158] On the 
afternoon of November 22 (December 5), a detachment led by 
Arsenyev set off from the assembly point at the In station. Since 
there were no roads along the expedition route, we had to walk on 
the ice of the barely frozen In and Urmi rivers. During the first days of 
the journey, people fell through the ice several times[157]. In the 
evening of the next day, the group stopped at a fishing village at the 
mouth of the Ol River. They continued on through the Koldok and 
Kukan camps. The travelers stayed there from December 2 (15) to 
December (21). In the camp Arsenyev met a Tungus shaman, who 
gave a lot of interesting information on the geography and 
ethnography of the region, including highlighting the issues of 
shamanism that interested Arsenyev. Student G. D. Kurenkov 
decided to stay with the Tunguses, and the subsequent part of the 
route was completed without him[159]. (23) On December 10, the 
travelers reached the village of Talakan (Solonets), where they were 
warmly welcomed by local Evenks. In Talakan, the expedition 
members had to stay for six days, waiting for the Evenks to bring the 
reindeer. After passing the valley of the Kurun River and the Kukan 
River, the expedition members began to climb the nameless ridge, 
which is a watershed between the basins Urmi and Kur rivers. The 


ridge made a great impression on Arsenyev, and he gave him the 
name Bygin-Byginen, which means "chief over chiefs"in Evenk[160]. 
The entire route of the expedition passed through dense forests and 
swampy areas, while the group was accompanied by a caravan of 
29 deer. After passing the Birakan, Puchahun and Niryan Rivers, on 
the evening of December 30, 1917 (January 12 1918), the travelers 
reached the Kur River and stopped at the Lan camp, where they 
waited for ten days for the aborigines sent for food and new deer. In 
the same place Arsenyev and his companions met the new year 
1918. Arsenyev, grieving over the events of 1917, wrote in his diary 
[161]: First day of the New Year. Last year brought many misfortunes 
to the Motherland. What will the New Year bring you? | would rather 
see the end of this soldier's era, with all its cruelties and hardships. 
After the return of the natives with provisions, the travelers went 
east, along the Jan-de-Yange ridge (modern name-Jaki-Unakhta- 
Yakbyyana[162]). Delays in the journey and lack of food forced 
Arsenyev to change the route: instead of the planned Gorin River, it 
was decided to go to Lake Bolon. After crossing the ridge, the 
detachment passed the Urkan and Khochen rivers, and came to the 
Harbi River, on the bank of which the Nanai camp of Jiafe stood. 
There Arsenyev paid off the Evenks and sent them off with the 
reindeer. Soon the travelers came to the Bolon Lake. Since it would 
not be known how many days it would take to cross to the Amur, and 
at what exact point the travelers would come to the river, Arsenyev 
decided to turn to Lake Bolon[163][164]. By the evening of January 
31 (February 13), after traveling more than 15 versts on a sled, the 
travelers reached the Nergul camp. On February 5(18)Khabarovsk. 
As usual, Arsenyev conducted route surveys, took measurements of 
air temperature and atmospheric pressure, and collected rocks and 
minerals. Ethnographic collections of the Olgon-Gorinsky expedition 
include, among other things, numerous dictionary entries in the 
Yakut, Evenki, Nanai and Udege languages, as well as detailed 
descriptions of shamanic rituals and clothing of shamans. Arsenyev 
devoted the events of the expedition to the short stories "In the 
Tundra", published in the magazine " Novy Mir "in 1928 and" Bygin- 
Byginen", published in the Vladivostok newspaper" Krasnoe Znamya 
"a year later. In addition, by February 1, 1929, he planned to 


prepare for publication the work "The Kur-Olgon expedition to the 
Jan-de-Yange mountain region", and probably did so, but this work 
was never printed, and its manuscript is now considered lost[166]. 
Kamchatka Expedition of 1918 Main article: Arsenyev's Kamchatka 
Expedition After returning from the Olgon-Gorinsky expedition, 
Arsenyev resigned as Commissioner for foreign Affairs and returned 
to work at the Grodekovsky Museum, lecturing at the Khabarovsk 
People's University. In May 1918, the Resettlement Department 
invited Arsenyev to become the head of a two-month expedition to 
Kamchatka, which was being prepared, the purpose of which was to 
study Kamchatka in economic terms and search for suitable places 
for settlement. At the same time, Arsenyev, as usual, expected to 
use the expedition to conduct archaeological, geographical and 
ethnographic research. In addition, on June 26, 1918, Arsenyev was 
appointed to the post of head of the resettlement of the newly 
organized Kamchatka Land Department. Arsenyev's assistants in 
the expedition were V. A. Schreiber and former Cossack General A. 
G. Savitsky[167]. Avacha bay and view of Vilyuchinskaya Sopka 
volcano On July 7, Arsenyev took a steamer out of Vladivostok and 
went to the coast of Kamchatka, stopping at the Japanese Hakodate 
on the way. On July 19, the steamer entered Avacha Bay and arrived 
in Petropavlovsk-. Arsenyev spent the next few days preparing for 
the road and getting to know the city and its surroundings. Upon his 
arrival, Arsenyev arranged a meeting with the Kamchatka Committee 
and representatives of the Zavoikinsky volost committee, telling them 
about the goals and objectives of his expedition. The route included 
a survey of the Kamchatka River Valley in order to study its suitability 
for settlement. At the same time, Arsenyev planned to finish his work 
and return to Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky in late November or early 
December in order to catch the last steamer to Vladivostok in time 
for the end of navigation[170]. On August 2, 1918, Arsenyev and his 
assistants went by sea to the village of Ust-Kamchatsk, located at 
the mouth of the Kamchatka River. On August 22, Arsenyev and his 
companions set off on a steamboat up the Kamchatka River. Along 
the way, they visited the villages of Cherny Yar, Berezovy Yar, 
Nizhne-Kamchatskoye, Klyuchevskoye, Kresty, Kozyrevskoye, 
Shchapino, Mashura, Kirganik and Milkovo. In the village of 


Mashura, Arsenyev's companion V. A. Schreiber suddenly wanted to 
stop traveling and return to Ust-Kamchatsk. According to the results 
of the survey of this part of the Kamchatka River Valley, Arsenyev 
noted that there are no places convenient for the settlement of 
migrants. On September 7, the participants reached the village of 
Milkovo. The river was shallow upriver, so it was no longer possible 
to continue the boat trip. On September 11, Arsenyev and his 
companions continued their journey together with the pack train, 
going to Verkhne-Kamchatsky. After passing the villages of Verkhne- 
Kamchatskoye, Sheromskoye and Pushchino, the travelers came to 
the Ganalsky Pass. Arsenyev noted that throughout this section of 
the road there were places that were extremely favorable for 
agriculture. Having passed through the pass not without adventures, 
the travelers reached the village of Malki, and on September 22 they 
came to the villageNachiki. After passing the villages of Koryaki and 
Zavoyko, Arsenyev arrived in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky on the 
evening of September 26. On October 6, Arsenyev sailed for 
Vladivostok, where he arrived a week later, on October 14. 
Arsenyev's Kamchatka expedition fully fulfilled all its goals: the 
Kamchatka River Valley was thoroughly explored in terms of 
migration. The land from the village of Milkovo to the village of 
Pushchino was considered suitable for agriculture and, therefore, 
suitable for settlement. For each of the 15 localities visited, Arsenyev 
filled out the so-called "statistical statements", which are 
questionnaires for entering facts about localities: location, number of 
yards and residents, availability of schools, churches, and so on. As 
usual, during the expedition Arsenyev collected a large number of 
ethnographic materials, made several archaeological 
excavations[172]. Return to Vladivostok Civil war and intervention 
See also: The Russian Civil War, Foreign military intervention in 
Russia and Foreign military intervention in Siberia and the Far East 
House No. 2 on Peter the Great Street in Vladivostok, where 
Vladimir Arsenyev lived in 1919-1924 Arriving from Kamchatka, 
Arsenyev did not immediately return to Khabarovsk, and remained in 
Vladivostok, where he moved permanently in the spring of 1919, 
leaving the post of director of the Grodekovsky Museum. On 
November 1, 1918, he was appointed a junior inspector of fisheries 


ofthe Far East Fisheries Department. [173][-8] He was given an 
apartment in the Administration building on Peter the Great Street, 
next to the Museum of the Society for the Study of the Amur Region. 
Arsenyev worked in the Fisheries Department for six and a half 
years, rising from junior inspector of fisheries to head of the 
department of hunting for sea animals. During the Civil War and the 
intervention, he raised the issue of prohibiting the leasing of Soviet 
Pacific islands to American and Japanese industrialists. In addition, 
Arsenyev initiated the creation of the first nature reserves in the Far 
East[174]. Arsenyev combined his work in Fisheries Management 
with teaching at the State Pedagogical Institute. Ushinsky, as a 
professor in the Department of Geography and Ethnography (1919- 
1922), at the Vladivostok People's University, as well as with the 
work of the head of the ethnographic department of the OIAC 
Museum (1921-1924)[175]. Despite the difficult situation, Arsenyev 
conducted guided tours of the museum every Sunday, which were 
visited by many military personnel. The former building of the OIAC 
Museum in Vladivostok, where Arsenyev worked in 1921-1924. Now 
the building houses one of the branches of the Museum During the 
Civil War, Arsenyev met many foreign scientists who visited 
Vladivostok, in particular the French anthropologist D. R. Torii, and 
others176]. At the same time, Arsenyev was elected a fellow of the 
Washington National Geographic Society, as well as the 
Geographical Society. In March 1920, with the assistance of 
Arsenyev, the Department developed an expedition to the Kolyma 
Region, which since 1917 had not been supplied with food and basic 
necessities, and was in a poor situation. As a result, the local 
population became economically dependent on American fur 
producers, which entailed unlimited slaughter of sea and fur animals 
and the export of a huge amount of fur and animal skins to the 
United States and Japan. The planned expedition did not take 
place[177]. Although Arsenyev did not take a direct part in the Civil 
War, successfully avoiding persuasion and mobilization by both red 
and white forces, he helped both warring parties to varying 
degrees[178]. Arsenyev's son Vladimir, who did not have time to 
finish real school, was mobilized into the Russian Army in 1919, then 
went over to the People's Army of the Far Eastern Federal District, 


participated in the fighting near Nikolsk-Ussuriysky, was wounded 
and was captured by the Japanese, where he spent about two 
weeks[179]. There is evidence that in April 1920 Arsenyev supplied 
the retreating troops of the People's Revolutionary Army with 
topographic maps[177], but Arsenyev's biographer I. N. Yegorchev 
believes that this is extremely unlikely[180]. In addition, one of S. G. 
Lazo's associates, N. K. Ilyukhov, reported in his memoirs that from 
February to March 1920 Arsenyev advised the technical committee 
of the Military Council of Primorye, which included well-known 
revolutionaries S. G. Lazo, V. M. Sibirtsev and A. N. Lutsky, on the 
deployment of partisan bases in inaccessible areas. Japanese 
interventionists ' places[177][180]. Parade of the Entente 
expeditionary forces in Vladivostok. September 1918 At the same 
time, a little — known fact is interesting: during the Civil War, 
Arsenyev also assisted the military intelligence American 
expeditionary Force, in particular, the head of American military 
intelligence in Vladivostok, Officer D. Burroughsruen, but the extent 
of this cooperation and its reasons are not known for certain. A. A. 
Khisamutdinov, a researcher of Arsenyev's biography, believes that 
Arsenyev's assistance to American military intelligence had no 
mercenary motives, and even more so was not related to espionage, 
but was aimed at helping his warring compatriots, since Arsenyev 
believed that the United States was the only force capable of 
stopping the fratricidal Civil War in Russia[~ 10]. Arsenyev later 
carefully concealed his assistance to the American 
interventionists[181]. It is not known how Arsenyev actually reacted 
to the revolution, but it is reported that he accepted the new Soviet 
government, and subsequently began to cooperate with it. In this 
connection, his wife Anna Konstantinovna recalled an amusing 
incident that occurred in November 1918: Volodya already in 1918 
completely went over to the side of the revolution. He shaved off his 
moustache. It was in Khabarovsk late in the autumn of 1918. | was 
sitting alone in the living room, reading. Suddenly, someone broke 
into the house and ended up in the living room. | was terribly 
frightened and shouted: "Who are you? How did you get here?" He 
was a tall, youngish man with no moustache and a military bearing. 
"Your legal spouse, Vladimir Klavdievich Arsenyev," was the reply, " 


Has shaved off his moustache." "Why did you shave off your 
moustache?" — "I fully accept the new government" [178]. 
Participants of the First Congress on the study of the Ussuri Region 
in natural history. Vladimir Arsenyev is fifth from the left in the 
second row. Nikolsk-Ussuriysky, April 18-22, 1922 In 1921-1922, 
Arsenyev participated in the preparation and conduct of the First 
Congress on the Study of the Ussuri Region in Natural history, held 
on April 18-22 in Nikolsk-Ussuriysky, and brought together about 80 
prominent Far Eastern scientists and local historians. Arsenyev 
himself made a report at the congress entitled "Survey of the Ussuri 
region in archaeological and archegeographical relations"[182]. Like 
many intelligent people, Arsenyev considered emigrating during the 
Civil War. These thoughts were aggravated by the Nikolaev incident, 
during which bands of partisans under the command of Y. I. 
Tryapitsyn captured Nikolaevsk-on-Amur, subsequently organizing a 
massacre there, and burned the city to the ground. It is known that at 
the end of 1920 Arsenyev expected to leave for the Dutch East 
Indies, and in this regard wrote to his friend in Batavia with a request 
to help him get a scientific or research job[181]. In the autumn of 
1920, Arsenyev applied for a foreign passport, but for unknown 
reasons soon refused it. It is also known that the US consul in 
Vladivostok offered Arsenyev, a member of the Washington National 
Geographic Society, to leave the civil war-torn country for America. 
The reasons why Arsenyev did not take advantage of any of the 
many opportunities to emigrate abroad are not reliably known[183]. 
After the last units of the White Army were evacuated from Primorye 
in Octoberemigrated. Divorce and marriage to Margarita Solovyova 
Margarita Nikolaevna Arsenyeva (Solovyova), second wife of V. K. 
Arsenyev From mid-1918 Arsenyev began to travel frequently to 
Vladivostok, and when he returned from the Kamchatka expedition, 
he stayed there permanently. Arriving in Khabarovsk in April 1919, 
Vladimir Arsenyev announced to his wife Anna Konstantinovna that 
he intended to divorce her. The reason for this was Arsenyev's 
infatuation with Margarita Nikolaevna Solovyova, the daughter of 
Arsenyev's friend, Chairman of the OIAC and chief controller for the 
construction of the Vladivostok Fortress, and active State Councilor 
Nikolai Matveyevich Solovyov. Margarita was twenty years younger 


than Arsenyev, Russian on her father's side and French on her 
mother's side, and she had received a good education in 
Switzerland, her mother's homeland, and in addition to Russian, she 
spoke French, German, and English. Despite the difference in age, a 
strong love developed between her and Arsenyev. The story of 
Vladimir Arsenyev's divorce from Anna Konstantinovna is interesting: 
in order to get a church divorce, Arsenyev had to stage his own 
infidelity. Anna Konstantinovna, who later learned about this story, 
recalled that the staging was arranged by V. K. Arsenyev's younger 
brother Alexander. To do this, he rented a hotel room on the outskirts 
of Vladivostok, where he invited a young prostitute and 
photographer. The photographer took Arsenyev in bed with a 
prostitute, which served as a formal basis for divorce. The marriage 
of Vladimir Arsenyev and Anna Konstantinovna was dissolved "for 
adultery" by the decision of the Vladivostok Diocesan Council on 
June 4, 1919, while Arsenyev was imposed a seven-year 
penance[186]. Having somehow managed to ignore the penance, in 
the summer of 1919[~ 11] Vladimir Arsenyev married Margarita 
Solovyova in a wooden church on the Second River that has not 
survived to this day [187]. Contemporaries noted the common 
interests and hobbies of Vladimir Klavdievich and Margarita 
Nikolaevna Arsenyev. Margarita Nikolaevna immediately took up her 
husband's affairs — finances, correspondence with foreign countries, 
proofreading and editing his texts. On August 26, 1920, their 
daughter Natalia was born. Arsenyev's parents (sitting in the center) 
surrounded by their children and grandchildren. Dubovshchina farm, 
Chernihiv province, 1912 Arsenyev's relationship with his ex-wife did 
not change and remained friendly, but the divorce caused their son 
Vladimir to be offended by his father. In 1920, at the height of the 
Civil War, Arsenyev" consoled " Anna Konstantinovka and her son 
from Khabarovsk to Vladivostok-closer to himself. Over the next five 
years, Arsenyev regularly paid alimony to his ex-wife and paid for his 
son's studies at the State Duma[189]. Death of relatives Vladimir 
Arsenyev's father, Klavdiy Fyodorovich, a hereditary honorary citizen 
of St. Petersburg, retired from the service in 1913, and moved with 
his family to the Dubovshchina farm in Chernihiv province, near the 
village of Baturino, where a few years earlier he had acquired a 


small estate. In 1911, Vladimir Arsenyev's wife Anna Konstantinovna 
stayed there with her son Volya [190]. At the height of the Civil War, 
on the night of November 24-25, 1918, almost all of Arsenyev's 
relatives were shot by bandits in search of profit: his father, mother, 
sisters Olga and Lydia, brother Claudius and his wife Elena. Only 
eight — year-old Natasha and four-year-old Irina, Vladimir 
Arsenyev's nieces-the daughters of his sister Lydia, as well as 
Arsenyev's sister Vera Klavdievna and her husband Vladimir 
Fedorovich Bogdanov, who lived in a neighboring house, survived. A 
week after the tragedy, after burying their relatives, they took Lydia's 
surviving children and left Dubovshchina forever[191]. During the 
investigation, two bandits were identified among the residents of 
Baturino, who were soon shot. This tragedy was a great blow for 
Vladimir Arsenyev[174][192]. First edition of "On the Ussuri region" 
and "Dersu Uzala" Main articles: On the Ussuri region and Dersu 
Uzala (novella) Covers of the first editions of Arsenyev's books "On 
the Ussuri Region" and "Dersu Uzala" Arsenyev's main literary works 
"On the Ussuri Region" and "Dersu Uzala", which he had been 
working on since 1906, were mostly completed in 1915, and their 
various edits were carried out until 1917. However, they were not 
published in 1917 due to the outbreak of the revolution. Later, the 
publication was prevented by the lack of paper for printing. In 1920, 
a 17-page booklet with short stories "Amba" and "Li-Tsung-Bin" from 
his future books was published in Nikolsk-Ussuriysky. Finally, in 
1921, the Vladivostok printing house "Echo" published the first of two 
books with the cumbersome title "On the Ussuri region (Dersu 
Uzala). Journey to the mountain region of Sikhote-Alin", and in 1923 
the publishing house "Free Russia" published Arsenyev's second 
book " Dersu Uzala. From the memoirs of a trip to the Ussuri region 
in 1907"[193]. These publications consisted of low-quality paperback 
pamphlets printed on poor paper with a large number of typos[194]. 
Due to the difficult political situation in the country, the publication of 
the book "On the Ussuri Region" went almost unnoticed, but several 
Vladivostok newspapers published friendly reviews of it[195]. 
Expedition to the Gizhiginsky district in 1922 In November 1921, the 
Fisheries Department, at Arsenyev's own request, additionally 
appointed him to the post of inspector of the Gizhiginsky district 


Okhotsk-Kamchatka Territory. Arsenyev expected to go there on a 
business trip to replenish the collections of the OIAC Museum, the 
head of the ethnographic department of which he then worked. 
Arsenyev's scientific interest in this area was fueled by the fact that 
the Gizhiginsky district was practically unexplored, and information 
about it in the literature was extremely scarce. Funds for the 
expedition were allocated by the Society for the Study of the Amur 
Region[196]. Tau Bay The expedition began on June 28, 1922, when 
Arsenyev left Vladivostok on the Kishinev steamer and headed for 
the coast of Japan. In Khakodat, it turned out that the steamer would 
call only in the Tau and Yamskaya bays, and after visiting Yamsk, it 
would go to Kamchatka, and from there — immediately to China. 
Because of this, Arsenyev had to use the help of the office of 
Russian fishermen in Khakodat: They agreed that Arsenyev would 
be delivered from Yamsk to the Gizhiginsky Bay by the sailing 
schooner Penzhina. Penzhinskaya Bay Landing in the Yamskaya 
Bay on July 31, Arsenyev waited for more than twenty days for the 
arrival of the schooner Penzhina. After the schooner's arrival, 
Arsenyev went to Gizhiga, disembarking at the schooner's 
anchorage and simultaneously doing research and statistical work. 
So, after stopping at the mouth of the Tumany River on the morning 
of August 23, Arsenyev inspected fishing trips and assessed 
commercial fish stocks, helped resolve a conflict between the 
owners of several fishing sites, which almost turned into a 
shootout[198]. On the way, Arsenyev also visited the mouths of the 
Viliga Rivers, where he bought exhibits for the OIAK, Shirokaya and 
Nayakhan museums from local residents. In the village of Nayakhan, 
where the schooner arrived on August 28, it turned out that bandits 
of ataman Bochkarev appeared there. Fearing the capture of the 
ship and passengers by bandits, the captain of the schooner A.M. 
Mengel decided to leave Nahyan urgently, but because of the strong 
wind, it was possible to go to sea only the next day. On the evening 
of August 31, the schooner entered the Gizhiginsky Bay, but after 
learning that bandits had appeared there, the captain decided to 
immediately put to sea and, using a fair wind, go to the Penzhinsky 
Bay. However, the next day a strong storm began, which made it 
decided to return to Yamsk. After returning, Arsenyev examined 


pinniped rookeries in the vicinity of Yamsk, noting their important role 
in the life of the local population[199]. Late in the evening of 
September 6, Penzhina weighed anchor and headed for Hakodate. 
In the Sea of Okhotsk, the schooner almost died after being caught 
in a strong storm, which had to drift for several days in the direction 
of Sakhalin. Having successfully passed through the typhoon, the 
schooner reached Hakodate at the end of September. There 
Arsenyev boarded the Kishinev steamer, and in early October was in 
Vladivostok. Based on the materials collected by Arsenyev during his 
trip to the Gizhiginsky district, he prepared several articles, essays 
and reports on marine fisheries and nature protection[200]. 
Expedition to the Commander Islands in 1923 V. K. Arsenyev — 4th 
from the left in the second row. To his right is the manager of 
Dalryba, T. M. Borisov. Vladivostok, 1922 After the final 
establishment of Soviet power in the Far East in October 1922, 
Arsenyev, as a former officer of the tsarist army, was put on special 
registration in the GPU under the NKVD with the obligation to report 
monthly to the state security agencies. Every time you left the city, 
you had to get a special "visa". Arsenyev's contemporary, the poet 
and former lieutenant tsarist army Arseny Nesmelov, who lived in 
Vladivostok at the time, later testified that when registering with the 
GPU, all former officers of the "ugly" armies were given the 
humiliating stamp "Former white Command staff"in their 
passport[201][202]. During the civil War and the intervention of 
predatory fishing and unlimited slaughter of sea and fur animals by 
Japanese and American fur producers, the island farms of the Far 
East suffered greatly. In this regard, there was an urgent need to 
organize the protection of the islands, put the fisheries in order, 
switch to industrial animal husbandry, organize nurseries, and solve 
other important issues. At the beginning of 1923, the manager of 
Dalrybokhota, T. M. Borisov, appointed Arsenyev to the posts of 
head of islands and marine animal fisheries in the Far East and head 
of the sub-department of protection and supervision in the field of 
fisheries[203]. In this position, Arsenyev, together with the hunting 
expert A. D. Baturin, drew up a draft "Temporary regulations on the 
conditions and procedure for using the islands of the Far East for 
industrial fur farming", sent to the People's Commissariat of Foreign 


Trade of the USSR. The project contained provisions for the return of 
the number of sea animals, protection from predatory slaughter and 
the organization of bases for industrial hunting[204]. Avachinskaya 
Sopka Volcano Arsenyev attached great importance to the 
Commander Islands as a territory of special state importance due to 
the scale of his fur trade. In February 1923, he put before the Far 
East Committee the issue of supplying the Commander Islands with 
food and fishing equipment, and on June 18 ofthe same year, on the 
steamer" Tomsk", he went on a business trip to the Commander 
Islands to deliver salaries to employees of the crafts, food to the 
population, and also to take out furs obtained during the 1922/1923 
season. As during his last two expeditions, Arsenyev took a steamer 
to Kamchatka via Khakodate, and on July 11 set a course for the 
Commander Islands. On July 12-19, Arsenyev visited Bering Island 
and Medny, delivering food and fishing equipment, and on July 22 
returned to Petropavlovsk, where the ship stayed until August 9. 
During this time, Arsenyev, as amember ofthe Commission on 
Kamchatka Affairs under the Dalrevkom, was engaged in clarifying 
issues related to the development of Kamchatka, together with the 
researcher of Kamchatka P. T. Novograblenov, participated in 
excavations atKultuchny Lake, and on August 4, as part of a small 
group of researchers, which, among others, included P. T. 
Novograblenov and the captain of the steamer "Tomsk" K. A. 
Dublitsky, made an ascent to Avachinskaya Sopka, descended into 
the crater of the volcano. Arsenyev left Kamchatka on August 9, and 
returned to Vladivostok on September 1. [207][208] During his 
expeditions to Kamchatka and the Commander Islands in 1918- 
1923, Arsenyev got acquainted with the state of the Far Eastern sea 
and fur industries, which allowed him to draw up and send 
recommendations to the Supreme Council of National Economy of 
the RSFSR on the use and protection of natural resources. Based on 
a trip to the Commander Islands and Kamchatka in 1923, Arsenyev 
published several works: "The Commander Islands in 1923 "(in 
Russian and English), "In the crater of a Volcano", "Dolphin 
Fishing"and" On the Island of lona " [209]. In addition, in 1923, 
Arsenyev's scientific and artistic book "Dersu Uzala" was published 
in Vladivostok, which, along with the book "On the Ussuri Region" 


published two years earlier, later brought him worldwide fame[193] 
[202][210]. Conflict between GDU and OIAC V. K. Arsenyev's wife 
Margarita Nikolaevna and their daughter Natasha. Vladivostok, 1922 
After the October Revolution and, in many respects, because of the 
Civil War, the regional branches of many public organizations lost 
contact with the center of Russia. The Imperial Russian 
Geographical Society ceased to be Imperial, its Amur branch in 
Khabarovsk virtually ceased to exist, and many of its members 
emigrated abroad. One of the factors of fragmentation was the fact 
that before the final establishment of the Soviets in the Far East in 
October 1922, the power in the region changed more than 10 times, 
and therefore the Far Eastern branches of scientific and other 
organizations were actually under the authority of local governments, 
while their headquarters, located in Petrograd, since October Until 
1917, they were subordinated to the Soviet government[211]. Former 
building of the State Far Eastern University in Vladivostok. 
Pushkinskaya Street, 10 The Society for the Study ofthe Amur 
Region found itself in a slightly different situation. Being an 
independent organization before the revolution, after the 
establishment of Soviet power, the Society had to submit to some 
organization. The Russian Geographical Society was quite rightly 
recognized as such an organization. In this regard, at the beginning 
of 1923, Vladimir Arsenyev wrote a letter to the chairman of the 
Russian Geographical Society, Yu. M. Shokalsky, and received an 
approving response. In the same spring, the rector of the State 
Pedagogical University, V. |. Ogorodnikov, invited the Society to join 
the university as a scientific society attached to it, while retaining its 
name. Seeing in this proposal the desire of the head of the largest 
educational institution in the Far East to help the Society expand its 
scientific activities, the Society's meeting decided to join the Far 
Eastern University. However, at the end of 1923, when the OIAC was 
waiting for the charter of the Russian Geographical Society from 
Petrograd, V. I. Ogorodnikov initiated a change in the charter of the 
OIAC, taking as a basis the provision on scientific societies 
belonging to universities that was convenient for him. According to 
one of the articles of this charter, all the property of the Company, 
including the museum, library andapartment buildings were placed at 


the disposal of the State Far Eastern University. This attempt to 
"nationalize" the Society outraged many of its old members. Vladimir 
Arsenyev kept and signed minutes of meetings, and he was one of 
the most active opponents of the Society joining the University, 
which could not remain without attacks from Ogorodnikov[212][213]. 
In March 1924, Arsenyev was removed from the OGPU register "as 
loyal to the Soviet government" [214]. From late April to mid-July 
1924, Arsenyev was on a business trip to Moscow and Chita as a 
responsible representative of Dalryba to discuss issues related to the 
exploitation of Kamchatka and to participate in the work of the Main 
Concession Committee on Economic and Foreign Affairs of the Far 
East, and, taking the opportunity, visited Leningrad, where he met 
with his mentor, by the ethnographer L. Ya. Sternberg. In Moscow, 
Arsenyev, trying to prevent the Amur Region Study Society from 
being absorbed by the Far Eastern University, held successful 
negotiations with the Communist[215]. When in February 1924 the 
Administrative Committee rejected Ogorodnikov's proposal to adopt 
a convenient charter, and minor quibbles and attempts to discredit 
the company's management, headed by chairman N. M. Solovyov, 
did not work, he decided to resort to slander. Taking advantage of 
the absence of Arsenyev, who was then in Moscow, Ogorodnikov 
and his supporters recalled the slanderous story about the" sale of 
museum collections " to the interventionists, which happened in 
1917 and was inflated by Arsenyev's opponent, the ethnographer A. 
N. Lipsky. In fact, in 1917 Arsenyev, while still director of the 
Grodekovo Museum, sent to the United States the collections of the 
Polish ethnographer Stanislaw Poniatowski ru pl, which he left for 
preservation in the museum due to the outbreak of the First World 
War in 1914, which was exposed by Arsenyev's detractors as the 
sale of museum valuables abroad. Despite the fact that both Lipsky 
and Ogorodnikov were aware of the true circumstances of 
Arsenyev's sending S. Poniatovsky's collections to the United States, 
and many of Arsenyev's colleagues came out in his defense, and 
soon the slander was refuted, it greatly spoiled Arsenyev's life, and 
became one of the reasons for his move to Khabarovsk at the end of 
1924 [216]. In many positions in Khabarovsk Vladimir Arsenyev 
(third from left) with the staff of the Knabarovsk Regional Museum. 


Khabarovsk, December 1925 With the establishment of Soviet power 
in the Far East in 1922, Arsenyev's extensive knowledge became 
particularly in demand. As a great connoisseur of the Far East, he 
was constantly involved in solving numerous economic and 
economic issues: he held many posts in various organizations, was 
a member of several committees and commissions, and participated 
in meetings on economic issues. As a person who is particularly 
sympathetic to the development of the Far East and has a desire to 
invest his knowledge in useful work, Arsenyev, being unable to 
refuse numerous questions, requests and suggestions, assumed a 
large number of responsibilities. This work took up a lot of 
Arsenyev's time and effort, preventing him from processing the 
materials collected in numerous expeditions and preparing for the 
publication of his works, mainly on ethnography. Arsenyev 
considered his primary task to be working on a monograph on the 
Udege people, which he called "The Country of Udehe" [21 7][218]. 
Arsenyev believed that moving to another city would help him free 
himself from his many positions and responsibilities, and allow him to 
finally start processing his materials and preparing them for 
publication. That is why in the autumn of 1924, he accepted the offer 
of the Far Eastern Department of Public Education to become 
director of the Khabarovsk Regional Museum again, which was in 
decline after the Civil War, and on October 1, 1924, he returned to 
this position. Arriving in Khabarovsk, Arsenyev initiated the creation 
of the Far Eastern Department of the State Russian Geographical 
Society, instead of the Amur Department of the IRGO, which had 
ceased to exist, and was later elected deputy chairman of the 
Department[211]. At the same time, his formal dismissal from 
Dalryba took place only on March 16, 1925. While waiting for the 
issuance of a service apartment, Arsenyev had to live for 14 months 
of his life in Khabarovsk in the house of friends, in a passage room 
behind a curtain, without even having a desk and his books. Due to 
the lack of living space, Arsenyev was forced to leave his wife 
Margarita Nikolaevna and four-year-old daughter Natasha in 
Vladivostok, whom he tried to visit on weekends[219]. I can tell you 
with pride that the first works of V. K. Arsenyev that | published 
abroad were very warmly received by German readers, as well as in 


scientific circles. Newspaper reviews of V. K. Arsenyev's work and of 
him as a learned man are brilliant. Well-known scientists, such as 
Prof. Nansen, Dr. Sven Gedin and Nestor German researchers Prof. 
Schweinfurt in questions about Siberia constantly refer to the works 
of V. K. Arsenyev. - Letter to the State Publishing House of the 
publisher of Arsenyev's works in Germanye. I. Pepel Despite the fact 
that by moving to Khabarovsk, Arsenyev sought to free himself from 
burdensome public and administrative positions and devote himself 
to scientific and literary work, his hopes were not fulfilled: in his new 
place, he also could not give up active public activities, and, in 
addition to the position of director of the Khabarovsk Regional 
Museum, he held the positions of deputy chairman of the Far 
Eastern Department of the Russian Geographical Society He was a 
scientific secretary of the Cabinet of National Economy at the Far 
Eastern Planning Commission, and gave lectures on local lore at the 
Khabarovsk Pedagogical Technical School [210]. Because of the 
current situation, Arsenyev complained in one of his letters with 
annoyance about the lack of time: All the positions | hold consume 
16 hours of time a day. The work is exclusively social and 
administrative, for which | do not feel any inclination and for which | 
am extremely burdened [220]. In 1924, in Berlin, with the 
participation of Fridtjof Nansen, a German translation of Arsenyev's 
books "On the Ussuri Region" and "Dersu Uzala" was published with 
great success, which received the general title "In der Wildnis 
Ostsibiriens" ("In the wild Eastern Siberia"). The book's foreword was 
written by Fridtjof Nansen and Sven Gedin. Thanks to his success 
abroad, Arsenyev's works were also remembered in Russia. He 
began to receive numerous reviews for his books, which even more 
convinced him of the need to leave administrative work and engage 
in scientific and literary work [220]. Museum of Anthropology and 
Ethnography of the Academy of Sciences (Kunstkamera) in St. 
Petersburg In September — October 1925, Arsenyev, as a 
representative of the Dalrevkom and the Amur Department of the 
GRGO, was on a business trip to Moscow and Leningrad to 
celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Academy of Sciences. At the 
same time, due to a delay in processing documents, he was late for 
the Leningrad part of the celebrations (September 5-11), arriving in 


Leningrad a day after their completion. On September 13-15 in 
Moscow, Arsenyev participated in the Moscow part of the 
celebration, and stayed there until the end of September, then 
returning to Leningrad. There Arsenyev, trying to finally free himself 
from the duties constantly assigned to him in the Far East in order to 
finish his monograph "The Country of Udekhe", applied to the 
Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography of the Academy of 
Sciences with a request to enroll him as a research associate. On 
October 2, his request was granted, and Arsenyev was elected a 
researcher of the 1st category. At the end of October, he returned to 
Khabarovsk, promising to move with his family to Leningrad in 
November, but later he refused to move: "It's too early for me to sit in 
the museum. While | still have the strength, | want to work in the 
field", and on December 14, at his own request, he was excluded 
from the list of MAHE employees[221][222]. After returning from 
Leningrad and Moscow, Arsenyev was appointed chairman of the 
organizing committee of the First Conference on the Study of the 
Productive Forces of the Far East, and actively engaged in its 
preparation. The conference was held in April 1926, and Arsenyev 
made several presentations at it. Having failed to secure the 
allocation of an apartment by numerous requests from the 
Khabarovsk Executive Committee, Arsenyev left the post of director 
of the Khabarovsk Museum in December 1925, and from the 
beginning of 1926 began to live alternately in Vladivostok and 
Khabarovsk, until finally moving to Vladivostok in the summer of 
1926. [221][223] Anyu expedition of 1926 Pazlinka and pero This 
section of the article hasnot yet been written. This may contain a 
separate section. Help Wikipedia by writing it. (December 12, 2018) 
Expedition of 1927 Pazlinka and pero This section of the article 
hasnot yet been written. This may contain a separate section. Help 
Wikipedia by writing it. (December 12, 2018) In 1927, Arsenyev 
made a large expedition along the route Sovetskaya Gavan- 
Khabarovsk, described in the book "Through the Taiga" (1930). 
Noting the modern sound of Arsenyev's ethnographic works, one 
should not ignore the inconsistency and fallacy of some of his 
statements, which was pointed out to him by the leading experts- 
ethnographers of the country, professors L. Ya. Shternberg and V. G. 


Bogoraz[224] [clarify]. Death and burial You are my teacher, my 
comforter and friend, You are my temple, my homeland- a noisy, 
rustling, quiet forest. — V. K. Arsenyev One of the last photos of 
Vladimir Arsenyev. Vladivostok, 1930 On January 7, 1930, Arsenyev 
signed an agreement with the board of the Ussuri Railway, assumed 
the duties of the head of the Bureau of economic surveys of new 
railways and became the head of four expeditions simultaneously 
heading to the areas of the planned railway lines. On July 19, 1930, 
Vladimir Arsenyev left Vladivostok for the lower reaches of the Amur 
River to inspect the expeditionary detachments. On this trip, he 
caught a cold and returned home sick on August 26. His painful 
condition was not lost on his family, but he refused to go to the 
doctor and began to write a report on his business trip. The night 
from 3 to 4 September was Arsenyev's last. He couldn't sleep, 
tossed about in delirium, and asked to be seated in a chair. The 
doctor who was called two hours before Vladimir Klavdievich's death 
found his condition not alarming. On September 4, 1930, at 3: 15 
p.m., Vladimir Klavdievich Arsenyev died of paralysis of the heart 
caused by croupous . Grave of Vladimir Arsenyev at the Vladivostok 
Sea Cemetery A solemn funeral was held on the evening of 
September 6, 1930, with a large crowd of people. During the funeral 
ceremony at Arsenyev's last apartment at No. 7 Fedorovskaya 
Street (now Arsenyev Street is named after him), a guard of honor 
from public organizations stood by the coffin with the body of V. K. 
Arsenyev, and a brass band played. After the farewell ceremony, 
which was attended by representatives of public and scientific 
organizations, students, professors and many others, the coffin was 
delivered by car to Vokzalnaya Square. Thousands of people held a 
mourning rally there, where representatives of the Regional 
Executive Committee, the USSR Academy of Sciences and 
Vladivostok University spoke, among others. After the rally, the 
funeral procession proceeded to the Egersheld cemetery, where the 
coffin with the body of V. K. Arsenyev was lowered into the grave to 
the music of the funeral march[226]. In connection with the 
liquidation of the Military Cemetery on October 18, 1954, Arsenyev's 
ashes were reburied at the Naval Cemeteryof Vladivostok. V. K. 
Arsenyev's widow Margarita Nikolaevna wrote to his sister Vera 


Klavdievna a few days after the funeral: The regional executive 
committee buried him — the whole city was at the funeral — several 
thousand people followed the coffin. There were loads of flowers and 
wreaths. At the coffin there was always a guard of honor from public 
organizations-they buried with music. No one was buried like him 
here in the Far East. There are portraits of him everywhere, and they 
want to put up a monument. And | have such a hopeless melancholy 
in my soul...[227] The death of Vladimir Klavdievich Arsenyev stirred 
up wide sections of the population. His memory was also honored by 
Far Eastern writers and poets. Even ten years after his death, the 
Soviet poet G. M. Koreshov wrote a heartfelt obituary poem: I've only 
seen him up close twice, and I'll never forget his hard features. And 
ten years later, at the foot of the obelisk , He brought flowers that did 
not know the gardener. They grew on the rocks of Da dian Shan, 
And only in those places | plucked them, Where the tracker, as the 
legends say, Once stopped for a rest. And in the distant Udege camp 
, a gray-haired old man gave me a large bouquet: "Take it to him." In 
the gardens of Vladivostok , you probably don't have such flowers... 
And so | tied the flowers to the obelisk with a tight liana, Even if for a 
moment it smells like taiga here, Where he made his last stop . G. M. 
Koreshov "At Arsenyev's grave" 
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Education 

Persons 

Ethnographer 

Vladimir Arseniev 

Years of life: September 10, 1872 - September 04, 1930 
Country: Russian Empire; USSR 

Occupation: Ethnographer, Writer 

Content 


For 30 years of expeditions, Vladimir Arseniev filled in the blank 
spots on the map of the Far East, told the world about the peoples 
inhabiting this territory. Ethnographers, biologists, hydrographers, 
geologists, archaeologists and just travelers who discover the wild 
and beautiful Amur region still rely on the information he collected. 


Traveling Officer 


Vladimir Arseniev was born on September 10, 1872 in St. 
Petersburg. His father Klavdy Arsenyev was a native of Tver serfs, 
rose to the rank of traffic manager of the Moscow District Railway, 
was awarded the honorary title of a hereditary citizen of St. 
Petersburg. 


All ten children of the Arsenievs read the novels of Jules Verne, 
admired the discoverers Nikolai Przhevalsky, Gennady Nevelsky, 
Pyotr Semenov-Tyan-Shansky, Nikolai Miklukho-Maclay. Maternal 
uncle, Joel Kashlachev, was a passionate lover of nature. It was with 


him that Vladimir Arseniev went on his first expeditions along the 
Tosna River near St. Petersburg. 


Following the example of his inspirers - the travel officers 
Przhevalsky and Nevelsky, Arseniev chose a military career. In 1891, 
he entered the 145th Novocherkassk Infantry Regiment, and two 
years later, the St. Petersburg Infantry Junker School. In 1896, 
Vladimir Arseniev, already in the rank of second lieutenant, was sent 
to serve in the 14th Olonets Infantry Regiment, stationed in the 
Polish city of Lomzha. 


In 1900, Arseniev applied for a transfer to the Far East, which was 
almost unexplored at that time, and he was transferred to the ‘st 
Vladivostok Fortress Infantry Regiment. In the following years, the 
traveling officer went on short expeditions to the Far East, in 1900- 
1905 he explored the entire south of Primorye. Even then, Arseniev 
not only mapped what was supposed to be on the instructions of the 
military authorities, but also described the flora and fauna, 
archaeological finds and ethnographic features of the area. 


During the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905, Arseniev participated 
in intelligence operations, was awarded the Order of St. Anna 3rd 
and 4th degree and St. Stanislav 3rd and 2nd degree. 


Great Sikhote-Alin expedition 


After the defeat in the war, it was decided to develop the territory of 
the Far East. In 1906, the Amur Governor-General Pavel 
Unterberger allocated funds for the first large expedition - staff 
captain Vladimir Arsenyev was sent to it, who by that time had been 
transferred to Khabarovsk. During the expedition, Arsenyev's team 
studied the mountainous region of Sikhote-Alin from St. Olga Bay to 
Terney Bay and the Ussuri River source system. Travelers put 
information on the map, took photographs and made detailed 
descriptions 


In the summer of 1906, the group met the Nanai hunter Dersu Uzala 
in the taiga. Dersu became Arseniev's guide and friend, and later the 
hero of his books. It is noteworthy that in the books, acquaintance 
with the gold - that was the name of the Nanais - was transferred to 
1902. 


“Dersu began to recall the days of his childhood, when, apart from 
the golds and udehe, there were no other people at all. But then the 
Chinese appeared, followed by the Russians. Life became more and 
more difficult every year. Then came the Koreans. The forests began 
to burn; the sable moved away, and every other animal became less. 
And now the Japanese have also appeared on the seashore. How to 
continue to live? 


In the next expedition in 1907, Vladimir Arseniev continued to study 
the eastern slopes of the Sikhote-Alin and the basins of the Iman 
(today Bolshaya Ussurka) and Bikin rivers. For seven months, the 
group traveled more than 1000 miles, survived two hunger strikes 
and a winter cold without warm clothes, which was carried away with 
the boat. But the most difficult was the third expedition of 1908-1910: 
for 19 months, travelers explored the north of the Ussuri region in the 
lower reaches of the Amur. 


“Four times | died of hunger. Once they ate the skin, another time 
they stuffed the stomach with seaweed, they ate shells. The last 
hunger strike was the worst. It lasted 21 days. You remember my 
beloved dog Alpa - we ate her in a fit of hunger and thus saved 
ourselves from death. Three times | drowned, twice | was attacked 
by wild animals (a tiger and a bear) And nothing!” Arseniev said in a 
letter. 


At that time there was confusion in the geographical names of the 
Far East. At the same time, Chinese, Udege and Russian names 
were used. During the expeditions, Arseniev brought them into a 
single system, indicated how the same river or mountain is called by 
different peoples and what Russian name should be used. In 
addition, the scientist identified two climatic zones - the eastern 
maritime and the western, more continental, and also established a 


border where the southern Manchurian flora abruptly passes into the 
northern Okhotsk one. Arseniev described the life and beliefs of the 
indigenous peoples of the Amur region - the Udege, Taz, Oroch, 
Nanai. For many years he worked on the monograph "Country of 
Udehe", which he considered the main work of his life. After the 
death of Arseniev, the already almost finished manuscript was lost, 
never seeing the light of day. 


Member of 20 scientific societies 


In 1910-1919, Vladimir Arseniev, in parallel with military service, 
worked as the director of the Khabarovsk Museum. The scientist met 
the famous Norwegian traveler Fridtjof Nansen when he visited 
Khabarovsk in 1913. After moving to Vladivostok in the early 1920s, 
Arseniev was in charge of the ethnographic department of the 
Seaside Museum, which today bears his name. The extensive 
material collected by him during the expeditions has replenished the 
collections not only of Khabarovsk and Vladivostok. Arseniev 
donated many items to the Anthropological Museum of Moscow 
University, the Ethnographic Museum of Kazan University, and the 
ethnographic department of the Russian Museum. For materials sent 
to the Washington Museum, the traveler was elected a member of 
the Washington National Geographic Society. In total, Vladimir 
Arseniev was a member of more than 20 scientific societies, 
including the Russian Geographical Society and the British Royal 
Geographical Society. 


In the 1920s, the scientist went on expeditions to Kamchatka, 
Commander Islands, passed along the route Sovetskaya Gavan - 
Khabarovsk. He taught and lectured on the road, advised 
filmmakers, and wrote books. Arseniev was interested in a variety of 
topics: from the fight against poaching to the organization of a 
population census. His books "On the Ussuri Territory" and "Dersu 
Uzala" were very popular with readers. 


According to Maxim Gorky, their author managed to “combine Brem 
and Fenimore Cooper” (Alfred Edmund Brehm is a German 


zoologist, author of the popular science book Animal Life. - Approx. 
Aut. ). Arseniev's books were written in a simple and at the same 
time figurative language, with subtle and kind humor. 


Family "enemy of the people" 


Vladimir Arseniev died on September 4, 1930 from pneumonia, 
which he contracted on the expedition. One of his last letters is often 
quoted: “My desire is to finish processing my scientific materials and 
leave, go away, go away completely - to Derse!” (Dersu Uzala was 
killed by bandits in 1908). 


All these years, Arseniev, a lieutenant colonel in the tsarist army, did 
not let go of the GPU's field of vision. In 1931, the Vladivostok 
newspaper Krasnoye Znamya published an article “V.K. Arseniev as 
a spokesman for the ideas of great power chauvinism. It was built on 
quotes taken out of context and convinced the reader that the 
traveler defended the interests of "his Russian bourgeoisie" and also 
showed "not the slightest attempt, not the slightest desire to master 
the method of dialectical materialism." 


In 1934, Margarita Arsenyeva, the second wife of the scientist, was 
arrested. She and a group of other researchers were accused of 
counter-revolutionary actions allegedly led by Arseniev. Four years 
later, the traveler's widow was shot. His first family - his ex-wife, son 
from his first marriage and his wife with children - were exiled to Altai 
in 1939. 


The fate of Arseniev's daughter from her second marriage, Natalya, 
was difficult. She was 10 years old when she lost her father, 18 when 
her husband was arrested, 19 when her mother was shot. Soon the 
girl herself went to prison. At first she was released, but in 1941 she 
was sentenced to 10 years in the camps. 


In the 1950s and 60s, Arsenyev's relatives were rehabilitated, 
Margarita Arsenyev posthumously. The first wife with her son, 


daughter-in-law and grandchildren returned to the Far East, today 
their descendants live in Nakhodka. 


